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LISTINGS
Full up-to-date lists of members are available from HQ. They may be
CALL v NAME (sorted on prefix) or CALL v NUMBER which may be
sorted either by prefix or number. You are requested to include a
current postage stamp to off-set the cost of the laser printing together

with retumn postage.
NETS

Sundays 9.30 local and 14.30 local on 3550 or 7029 dependent upon
condx. Net Control GOIIK. Call GOIPX/P.

Thursdays QRS 2000 local on 3550. Net Control GOIIM.Call
GOIPX/P.

Overseas: Keep watch on .058 (HF BANDS) especially on the hour
for 15 mins.

QRS Keep watch on 21120 and 28120.
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R o RIS e
contacts whilst the reverse would apply if the core were connected to the
lower section. Any of you technical types got ideas? ] GOMCV (Sandra) got
quite a shock when a station from occupied Kuwait responded to her CQ
call. He went on to pass certain information which she subsequently for-
warded to a government department.] Paul (GOKPH) is currently trying to
organise another d-expedition to the U.S.S.R. He will advise me further
when more firm arrangements have been fixed. He also included a conple of
QSLs from the last trip which are quite impressive.§ The recently reported
successful breeding of the plat-billed duckypus (sorry - duck-hilled platy-
pus) under protected conditions reminds me of the number of envelopes
arriving here bearing the legend that they are made from reclaimed paper.
A growing number of app. forms announce a keen interest in enviroumental
awareness and many of you are actively involved in the preservation not
only of Morse but of wild-life generally. Will we ever see re-constituted rigs
I wonder (some claim to have bought equipment which has clearly been
resurrected) and I wonder just how man serviceable items or discreet com-
ponents are languishing in attics and garages. Are they to be decently
interred, or is someone going to come to their salvation? "You are rambling
again George" I hear someone say. Not so. Some years before the advent
of the three legged fast-blow fuse, there existed an organisation dedicated
to restoring defunct receivers and donating them to the Cheshire Homes for
invalids etc. Does any-one know if this (or any similar organisation) exists?
I would love to hear about it.

SILENT KEY i
1 am advised of the passing of Eugen DLISN which is noted with
much sadness. He ranks high among those whose very callsign meant
c.w. Also DL1YQ, a stalwart of the AGCW.

STICKERS
Justa reminder that these are available at £2.60 per 500 from HQ. For our
N.American members, they are available from Nancy, WZ8C at $7.50 per
500. Must cost a mite more to print ’em over there.

SNIPPETS

Had a phone call from Otto LAIIE the other day. Sorry we were cut off
Otto - perhaps the coins ran out? Hi. However, he advises me that LID is
exactly what it suggests - someone puts a lid on the frequency in the same
way you would do with a saucepan. Otto was a little confused by some of
the phraseology though in faimess, PDQ and JACKNIFED are both
common enough. Guess it’s just that Ottos’ otherwise excellent English just
hasn’t got round to taking the odd slang expressions in.§ Ivy took a phone
call from one of our members who indicated that some new legislation
concerning itself with sexual equality may yet mean that I can save a few
quid on the RSGB subs. Will have to investigate this.§ The gathering at our
local watering hole resulted in the a decision that the Arran Island d-expedi-
tion should be employed to raise funds for Cancer Research. We went into
some detail about the proposed Special Event for Sams’ 200th. anniversary
and Bill (G2AKK) has made application for a special licence and we are
currently seeking some town-centre premises that can be used for the
occasion.y Congratulations to Alison, the now much slimmer daughter of
AIf GOAIV who presented Dad with a grand daughter. If you hear any QSD
from the lad, it will be likely that some tiny fingers are the root cause. Alf;
haste ye with that paperwork we mentioned. We now approach the possi-
bility of graphics in the news letter and the same goes for any-one else!{] I
am reminded that Alex UB4JR] is also active as UBAFWW. Alex sends
details of his antenna which is a sloper cut with the formula 142500/K Hz.
He economises by using TV (75ohm) feeder and suggests that if the feeder
is switchable, the radiation pattern would offer a choice between local (what
do you regard as local Alex) and DX. A lot of questions here not the least
of which is the angle of the sloper to vertical but it surely a possibility worth
considering. For instance, if the core is connected to the upper section then
the radiation angle (over horizontal) increases making it useful for local
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THE CENTURY AWARD

The issue of check sheets with the last news letter has prompted another
batch of queries. I don’t want to take up space by detailing the requirements
in each news-letter so I will include this information on a separafe slip as
each new member joins us: One point for each member worked in yonr own
continent. Two points for each member on other continents and Three
points for GOIPX in any form. Stations may be claimed once only to
discourage band hopping and the check sheet requires the signature of AN'Y
licensed amatenr who has checked your list. You will of course require 100
points. Most of you will keep a written log - even those with their logs on
disc - and short of entering each new FIST member worked directly on to
the list, a little colour coding could help. What about a red mark alongside
the first contact for instance. I mark members with a "X" but a splash of
blue or green would make ’em much more conspicuous. For non-members
incidentally the award costs 5 IRCs and, should they wish to do so, there is
no reason why SWLs cannot join in the fun.

CENTURY CLAIMS :

Latest claimant is Angie. GOHGA who it seems doesn’t like doing things
by halves. She sent in a claim for a DOUBLE century award and now leamns
that many of her contacts were made on 600 mw. Unknown to her, the PA
had taken a nose-dive but I not sure whether she is back QRO again yet? A
foot-note to this claim says "Lindy - watch out" Hi.

Nice to see the claims coming in . A wee bit slow at the start but now more
members are giving it some attention. You are reminded thatshould any-one
enquire, the Award is available for a fee to non-members and that the SWL
is also eligible to apply.

EDGWARE & DIST. SK EVENING
John G3SJE offers a timely reminder that the above event will be taking
place on Friday, 17th. May on 80m. Starting at 1900 BST and centred
around 3550. The clubwill be once again QR V with GB4SKE and it is hoped
to offer some day-time activity also on 40m. FISTS contacts would be
particularly welcome! \
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A recent memo from the above indicates that there were no less than three
FISTS members gracing the ranks. These were: G4XPE GOKCA and
PA3AFF. Nice to see you there fellahs.

We made a contribution of only £15 towards the EUCW Award fund but
this was in those far-distant days when we had marginally more than 100
members and were struggling for funds ourselves, However, after all has
been totted up, there is a very happy balance of £220.31 remaining for
administration purposes which is like a salve to my conscience. Hi.

We note that Ralph, DL7DO has taken a more comfortable chair and is
now Honorary President of the AGCW after ten years in the hot seat. He
makes way for Otto, DJSQK to whom we wish all success.

There promises to be much activity during the Easter period with many
special event stations marking the 200th. anniversary of Sam Morse.
Amongst these will be the AGCW-DL from April 20th. to April 26th.
Unfortunately, no specific callsign is indicated but no doubt the pile-up will
point them out. During the same period, the Darwen ARS will be teaming
up with FISTS for hopefully a full week of activity. We are not yet sure of
the callsign and Bill G2AKK is still scrounging round for suitable premises
but will keep you posted. FISTS contacts for the Century Award during the
period when the station is active will be doubled and we will advise you
nearer the time exactly when the activity period is to run. Similarly, the FOC
will be host ing a jubilee activity period commencing on the 27th. April. You
are invited to work 40 EU and 40 DX members during a 40 day period
beginning on the above date. Look out for G4FOC (or perhaps GX4FOC)
on all bands - 1.8 to 28MHz (not the WARC bands). You are invited to
supplement report with the club initials i.e. 599 FISTS though I would hope
foralittle more dialogue than this in any contacts. Hi. Closing date 5th. July
1991 and logs to G3KDB, Box 73, Lichfield, Staffs. Scoring is total number
of QSOs. Thank goodness they have kept it simple for idiots like me.

— THE C.W. EXAM

John (GOKDU) has a number of obs to make concerning the recent
articles about the ¢.w. exam. After 25 years on the briny with the merchant
fleet, he spent a year as a Coast Station operator which probably qualifies
him more than most to dip his spoon in the soup. As a former examiner, he
is of the opinion that the present format of R.S.G.B. Morse tests does more
harm than good. The candidate is psyched up to undergoa test which proves
only that he can or cannot pass the test and John cites his own experiences
following the acquisition of his PMG cert. He joined his first vessel (a

passenger liner) and was truly grateful of a six week proba tionary period Q

with the chief before being permitted to stand watch alone. The high
concentra tion of traffic left him wondering what had hit him. In Johns’ case,
he had to stick it out - it was his livelihood - but what of the Amateur? Faced
with the inevitable QRQ merchants etc., he is likely to shy away, compen-
sating with excuses such as "Oh, 1 can do it alright, I just don’t like Morse"
or "Why bother, c.w. is to be phased out any-way". He is suspicious of any
excep tions for invalidity having once witnessed an apparent physical wreck
who was permitted an easier trip than normal, loading up the truck of his
one-man delivery service. This ties in with most of you who are distinctly
cagey about the question of "special treatment" some, whilst accepting that
the chronic arthritic etc., should be special cases on production of a medical
certificate ask "What does your average GP know about the demands of a
Morse test". A valid point if ever there was one but I can see no solution at
all barring a more time-consuming and expensive practical test where the
candidate is placed in a live QSO environment. It is up to each of us to offer
encouragement wherever we find hesitation because the more stations there
are practising the art, the less effective will be the call for no-code licences
and the consequent downward pressure from SSB etc.

REFLECTIONS ON A DISASTER

You might say we had been lulled into a false sense of security and
well-being. The 3-section mast stood an immaculate perpen dicular, it’s guys
adjusted to a clinical degree. We were to run a $0m doublet as an inverted
vee and this was almost ceremoniously laid out, it’s insulator, shackle and
line pointing temptingly at the mast but - something was missing... Some 30
festaway, still laid outin a shallow triangle to avoid twisting was the running
halyard complete with pulley and line!! We must have expended more energy
trying to start the generator than the temperamental brute was to deliver in
the next 24 hours. At around 2.0 a.m. the breeze veered, strengthened to a
gale and the rain pelted down. Having tested the mast without success, the
wind turned it’s attention to the operating tent and found a wooden peg
which was at something less than the desired 45 degrees. There were muffled
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oaths in language alien to the Padre as part of this structure collapsed and
later, in the weak light of dawn, three of us stood open mouthed and
speechless as a cow regarded a mast stay as a gift from some bovine divinity
and proceeded to have a good old fashioned scratch. One of our number
had up to then been a strict vegetarian but now devours a steak with a relish
which I envy. Field days - you can keep ’em.

GROVEL GROVEL

Oh how embarrassing! Hitherto, the labels were printed using an algo-
rithm written some time ago which was perfectly OK. Last month I decided
totakeashort cutand usea label form which unfortunately was notadjusted
to permit the full width for your names and most of you ended up with a
seriously foreshortened version. Didn’t spot this until the labels were printed
and most of them had been affixed to the envelopes so, short of doing a
wholesale reprint, I was stuck with what I had. My abject apologies.
Apologies also to one or two who’s records managed to get screwed up. Subs
renewals were noted but unfortunately not saved in the normal manner due
to aminor hiccup and a serious flap. Please check your labels to ensure that
your renewal date is correct.

Think I've got it right now but will do a dummy run on plain paper just
to be sure.

THE STRAWBERRY BASKET

GOOAA Thanks for very informative letter Mikeand that’sa real snappy
ling in personalised stationery. Hi. After 18 years without filling a singlelog
book as G8GSH, Mike would no doubt like to hook up with the old school
chum who first got him interested. Not that easy though as he is ZLZMF.
His dipole behaves like a beam to the Caribbean but I sure hope you are
not complaining about that?

G4ZHK Yes I know about that stuff on 30 Derek. Not sure of the position
of the RSBG on that but will sni(f around.

WZS8C I'm a little miffed. The gal is chatting happily to GOKCA and I
have yet to find her. Guess letters crossed in transit Nancy. SLETEW
G3ZPF VMT the nominations David. I'll be in touch with Jean ’ere long.

G3SJE No sweat John.

GOK.CM HiJohn. Guess your local library would be about the best source
though there is a U.S. club dedicated to Sam whose ID escapes my limited
memory. Can any-one help John with the Samuel Morse Foundation?I got
asuper QSL card from that group somewhere but my card library looks like
an explosion in book shop.

GOEE]J Hi Alice. Got a return from Gene but nil from the t'other yet.
RX.

GONZL Thanks John. It wasn’t your fault re. the odd oncer but most
appreciated.

GOHIN S’trewth Tom. Your ant farm sounds like you have taken out a
lease on part of Daventry. Hi.

G3BYX Oh Des, what can I say? I hang my head in shame but am
confident that after a programme re-hash which caused the boo-boo it will
not recur. My apologies also to others who were incorrectly advised of
overdue subs. Even I can make the odd error and as I have so often pointed
out, 'm perfect!

G4GBG VMT the extra Paul. There are so many of you that I feel almost
embarrassed. He says thank you Angie for the card and cautions me to take
care and have some regard for my health. As one old timer commented, "a
pint a day keeps the undertaker at bay". I'm fending off three of "em. Hi.

GI4CBG Cherish that easy life-style Roy. If I lived in that sort of
environment, I would be checking to see if I had sprouted wings and a halo
(with my luck, 'twould be shovel). Ivy was delighted with the piccy calendar.

KAA4IFF Got back from vacation (finally) on 1st. Dec. Sorry about the
confusion concerning members prior to joining FISTS. There’s really no
way you can tell and I can’t pretend to check each entry against the joining
date so, just assume they were members when you worked ‘em. VMT the
pretty coloured bit of paper Esther. There really was no need but I know
you would be offended by it’s return. Elmer and Esther are now Great
Grandparents courtesy of their Grandson who is currently serving with the
USAF over here. If any of our members are live in the vicinity of Fairford
and would like to entertain Robert then please give me a ring.

JATUHM Thanks for the QSP via G4RBE Masa. I have been working
JA etc. on 15m of late but I guess the times conflict. However will keep an
ear open for you an hope others do the same.

GA4GZG Hi Larry. 15 wpm on an el-keyer does sound rather like taking
a sledge hammer to crack the proverbial wall-nut but oddly, many ops
manage better than on the pump. There’s one thing for sure, they would be
making hard weather of it at that speed on your Mc Elroy bug. Hi.
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