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SUBS
Cheques etc. to FISTS C.W. CLUB.
N. America to WZ8C, others to HQ.
UK: £5, EEC: £6, Europe: £7
N. America: $17.50. others: £10.
S

LIST.
Call v Name/Number: Stamp plus SAE.

CLUB BADGES: £1.50

\FISTY/
\oLuB/

Sunday #9308 & 1438 on 7029. GAIIK
US 81087 on 14058
Wednesday: US Net 8108z on 14858
Thursday 2008 on 3550/7829. G@iiM
DX 14/21/28.858 on the hour for 15mins

DARWEN, Lancs, BB3 2Z England. 02564 703948

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations
UK Net Controls use GX@8IPX/P

COMMODITIES
Up-dated listings and badges may be obtained from HQ.
For listings, SAE plus current stamp. Badges,£1.50. QSL
cards are also obtainable from HQ £4.60 per 100 or £8.00
per2@@incl.EEC add £2.60 p/p. Other EU countries £3.00.
DX by arrangement.
SuUBS

Your Keynote will bear a red reminder if your subs are

,overdue. This has already cost postage and | ask that you
return the courtesy either by sending your subs or indicat-
ing your wish to resign. If you are having difficulty finding
your subs then please advise and you will be updated with
no further questions. Your renewal date is printed on your
mailing label. Please include your callsign on ALL corre-
spondence.

GREETINGS
Welcome to 1995 people and | trust you all had a fine
Christmas. The way things turned out, | was unable to
spend the time | planned on air. Ivy contracted some virus
or other and spent a couple of weeks prior to Christmas
and, indeed the whole of Christmas and New Year regu-
larly glued to the porcelain contemplating the bathroom
wallpaper. We have the symptoms largely under control
now but await specialist attention to the cause.
The weather has turned decidedly wintry with a number of
deep frosts below -5c. Also, unusually for the time of year,
a dusting of snow has painted the grass areas. In a low,
weak winter sun, the areas in shadow hold their whiteness
whilst those which old Sol can see, revert to green. A
fascinating patchwork. The fact that this is an earlier and
deeper period of wintry conditions is reinforced by a much
reduced bird life.
Whilst “cooking” the books, the rig was on receive mainly
on 88m during the holiday period and some interesting
QSOs were to be heard together with some really nice
code. The station from Moscow however who was trying
toimpress a“G4” with his English caused a brief cessation
of we & as | made a frantic dash for a glass of water. “All
thc  :sts for ChristXmas jolydays my fiend and a sleep
New Year”. | heard what he said but I'm still trying to work
out what he meant. Hi.
The cloth capped ancient was ambling along with a dis-
gusting old mongre! on the end of a piece of string. One
of its ears was missing, its fur was coming away in patches,
it imped and was full of fleas. “Hello Charlie” said a voice.
Charlie stared around but could see no one. “Don't worry”
said the voice, “You can't see me but I'm your Guardian
Angel”. “Ah - the three wishes business” said Charlie
hopefully. “Well not quite.. they've cut down on the over-
time and riow it is just one wish only”. “Now listen” said
Charlie, “'ve had this dog for 16 years now and always
wanted to see him Champion of Champions at Crufts”.
“Oh come on ... be reasonable. Surely there’s something
else?”. “Well how about 599 from VK6 with my end-fed?”.
‘Hmmm .... let's have another lock at that dog”.
We have had a few applications for the Elmer Award and
these have been despatched with pleasure. | note in Rad
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Com that the Horkenheimer Prize which is based on the
same principles is detailed. An excellent idea of course but
the clause that self proposals are accepted seems grossly
improper. It is of course a one-off so the prize can be
somewhat more substantial than a certificate and con-
sists of an etched glass plate together with non-personal
prize money.

DIT DIT

This little item has caused more feedback than | had imag-
ined. G4UKZ recalls an occasion when at Madley Radio
School, on completion of an excercise transmission, he
sent AR and the WAAF ground op returned dit dit to which
he responded dit dit. He continued to terminate his
excercises thus until one day after landing he was told to
report to the Signals officer and “take your log”. “Your log
is incomplete” said the brass.. “You sent dit dit after the
excercise and it is not recorded here”. He has a kind word
for the WAAF radio ops whose code was invariably supe-
rior to many Air/Signallers he knew.

KEYS, KEYS AND KEYS
GW4GCB has managed to “lay his hands” on half adozen
Morse keys which he is prepared to offer to FISTS mem-
bers on afirst-come first-served basis. He asks £10.00 for
them whichincludes £3.00 postage and packing (because
the keys are somewhat heavy). They are mounted in a
heavy metal green painted box of approximately 4 x 3x 5
inches and are described as “Unit Operator; No. 1 Mkll;
Y.A. 8414” and sockets are provided on the sides marked
PHONES and MIC which of course are superfluous to our
requirements. 4-way sockets on the rear provide all you
need for normal transmitter operation. Peters’ day time
phone number: 8248-678082 and the first six members to
phone will not be disappointed.

LISTINGS

I am sorry | have been unable to attend any rallies of late
but from Bob, GBFRL, who met many members at the
Bolton Rally, it would seem that one of the main require-
ments is a generally circulated listing.

New members automatically receive a CALL v NAME/
NUMBER listing from Bob but | shall endeavour to do this
on a once-yearly basis though | am sure you will under-
stand that with the membership now running into 3 x A4
pages (CALL v NAME) itis going to represent an increase
in cost not only for the paper but more importantly for ex-
UK postage. Meanwhile, | can offer listings sorted on CALL
v NAME, CALL v NUMBER. | ask that you include return
postage (or SASE) together with an additional 2nd class
stamp.

The CALL v NAME/NUMBER listingdemands much more
paper and | normally print back-to-back to conserve paper
but if you wish separate sheets then would surely justify
an extra 2nd class stamp in addition.

Such annual listings are fine for those clubs whose mem-
bership changes butlittle. In our case however, by thetime
you receive such a list, it will be out of date and it is for this
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reason that | encourage you to formulate some sort of
indexing system which you can update from our list of new
members each month. If you have a PC then | can help
with a text based listing on disc (a blank formatted 360 or
72@ with return postage pse) or | can even provide you with
a basic but servicable dBase management system which
will handle all X-type databases.

I.M. LUMPY - FEEDBACK
The letter to Nancy published last month caused many
members to seek approval to reproduce it in their own
local newsletter. The one exception is G3SJE who makes
some very valid points that must surely be worthy of
acknowledgement.
“Although | remain keen to support cw | do get worried
about some of the items in the Newsletter in which various
people seem to go out of their way to find anti-cw conspira-
cies at every turn and lose a proper perspective of our
hobby. Surely one of its great attractions is that there are
so many facets to it and they are not mutually exclusive.
Despite all the modern developments and the pressures
of fitting in new modes, | remain a little surprised at just
how well CW continues to be supported. If CW is to survive
in the long run it will not be by trying to be overly protective
but because enough amateurs find it an effective and
enjoyable mode of communication.
Why devote one and a half columns to an anonymous
diatribe against the ARRL and their alleged anti-cw stance.
| hear these sorts of comments openly on the air and fair
enough. But the operators are openly expressing their
views. Why hide in anonymity of you are willing to argue
your case? There is nothing in the |. LUMPY screed which
involves personal privacy.
As to the dispute over ARRL policy, as a regular reader of
QST | do not agree with some of the ARRL's policies but
| accept that they, like other organisations representing
ALL amateurs, have to find a balance between conflicting
claims to band space etc. The columns of QST are never
short of advancing the cause of CW when it is seen to be
threatened. From Lumpy’s comments on petitions to the
FCC and ruses (which may mean nothing to any outside
the USA who do not know the Rule making procedure), is
he or someone else trying to use the columns of Keynote
to pursue some personal dispute in the USA?"
I must emphasize that this letter was directed to Nancy for
inclusion in the US publication of Keynote. | picked it up
merely because it represented an interesting slant on the
future of Amateur Radio in general and that the implication
of removing the status of “self training” from the descrip-
tion of the hobby, provided government departments
throughout the world - not just the FCC - with a good
reason to deprive the service of its frequency allocations,
and hand them over to a much more lucrative commercial
segment.
John also comments on the closure of GB2SM suggesting
that to link it's closure with a threat to Morse or even
Amateur Radio, seems a bit far-fetched. As far as he has
been able to gather from what was said at the recent
RSGB AGM, a main reason for the closure was that it was
a poor demonstration of amateur radio. He points out that
the RSGB had nothing to do with GB2SM though they may
be involved in some new demonstration there if the Mu-
seum changes its mind.

QRP COMPONENTS
One of those who seek to reproduce the “I.M. Lumpy”
letter is G3TUX who opines that the “digital revolution” will
be the death of civilisation as we know it. Itis the discipline
of mediocrity, only approximating the perfection achieved
in the analogue world. | am sure he his tongue is firmly in
his cheek since he admits to using digital processing and
other digital devices. However, the techniques (he points
out) do seem to remove the requirement for skill from
many areas of human activity and endeavour. Is he being
a“Luddite” he wonders. Hi. Perhaps to illustrate his appre-
ciation of the better side of digital techniques, he points out

that the QRP Company proposes to stock the “Timewave”
range of DSP filters in the new year. . o
He is also further widening choice by stocking the ubiqui-
tous “Bencher” paddies whilst also introduced of late is the
Oak Hills Research and Wood and Douglas kits.

To provide for over the counter sales, he has concluded
an agreement with Fraser Electronics at Southsea who
will henceforth stock all kits and keys. They have agreed
to provide a comprehensive catalogue at a discount for
members of the QRP Component Co. mailing list!
Regarding components, he will confine his activies for the
time being to building up a range of more specialised
items. Currently he stocks a range of first quality Coaxial
Connectors from Greenpar and expects to add Jackson
Capacitors to the stock list early in 95. He will continue to
offer 306 and 450 ohm ladder line.

G3TUX
The QRP Component Company
Stockists of Jones Keys
For information, Sales and service, contact Chris Rees at:

PO Box 88, HASLEMERE, GU27 2RF
Phone: 81428-641771 Fax: #1428-661794

AGCW SK PARTY

This is scheduled for 4 February from 1600 to 1988 on
3.511t03.56 Mhz. Well supported in the past, | am surethe
organisers will be looking for actvity from FISTS mem-
bers. Exchange Serial Number (from 8081), Class, Name
and Age (YLs = xx). Class A entrants earn nine points for
a QSO with another class A, seven with a B and five with
aC. B class earn four for working another B and three with
aclass C. Class C with Class C counts two points. | know
that most of you take part simply for the fun of it and for
interest, classes are: (A) maximum 5w output. (B) Maxi-
mum 58w output and (C) maximum 156w. Have fun.

NA DECLARATION

Fraser (G4BSM) sent me a copy of a “Declaration of
Purpose and Policy” compiled by WB2EZG and friends
representing the NA committee. | have received no con-
firmation of this from Nancy but it is a moderately lengthy
document which contains the following:

Whereas, FISTS noting with concern the general trend to
ease Morse Code and theory exam requirements for
Amateur Radio licensing during the past two decades;
(continues with a number of declarations mainly peculiar
to the US) “Finds the present multiple-choice option for
demonstrating Morse Code proficiency to be atdirect odds
with preserving the Morse Code requirement for the
Amateur Radio Service”. “Opposes continued easing of
Morse Code requirements for the reasons that such eas-
ing is at direct odds with the unique nature, purpose and
scope of the Amateur Radio Service and directly affects
retention of the frequency spectrum allocated to the
Amateur Radio Service”. “Encourages its membership
who now serve as Volunteer Examiners to conduct when-
ever possible, traditional Morse Code examinations in
which one minute solid copy of plain text is required”. The
calls annotated are WABKSS, W8ZNH, AA8HV, NY2V
and WB2EZG.

COMPUTER CHAPTER
Inresponsetothe request for amanagerforthe Computer
Chapter, | received a feletone call from Riley, GM7GOD
followed by written confirmation. Later other offers were
received for which | am not ungrateful. | did intimate that
it was on a first-come first-served basis so Riley takes the
office. | reproduce below contents of a letter received from
him:
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