International Morse Preservation Society

Packet G3ZQS@GB7HVU

OFFICES
QSL Manager: GOFRL. Bob Lowe
PO Box 190. BOLTON. BL1 4UL.
U.S. Rep: WZ8C. Ms. Nancy Kott.
5450 Diehl Rd., METAMORA, Mi48455
PRO: G4YLB. J.A. Welsh
3 Minster Cresc, DARWEN, BB3 3PY
COMPUTER CHAPTER: GM7GOD
5 Faulds Cresc., Kincorth, AB1 5QR

Sec: E. (Geo) Longden, G3ZQS. 119 Cemetery Rd., DARWEN, BB3 2LZ, England. 01254-703948

SuUBS ETS
Cheques etc. to FISTS C.W. CLUB.
N. America to WZ8C, others to HQ.
UK: £5, EEC: £6, Europe: £7
N. America: $17.50. others: £10.
LISTS

Call v Name/Number: Stamp plus SAE.
CLUB BADGES: £1.50

LD

O

Compuserve 100101,620

N
Sunday QRS 0800 (loc) 3.575 2E0AJS
US 0100Z on 14058
Wed: US Net 0100z on 14058
Thurs: QRS 1900 (loc) on 3575. 2E0AJS
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 15mins
Pse keep watch all Novice allocations
UK Net Controls use GXO0IPX/P
QRGs 35580,7028,14/21/28058, 10120

) COMMODITIES
Up-dated listings and badges may be obtained from HQ.
For listings, stamped addressed envelope plus current
stamp. Badges,£1.50. QSL cards are also obtainable from
HQ £5.0 per 100 or £8.00 per 200 incl. EEC add £2.00 p/
p. Other EU countries £3.00. DX by arrangement.

GREETINGS

| feel a touch of guilt. So many Christmas cards found their
way through the letter box but a severe dose of flu had
made impossible that which would otherwise have been
most difficult - responding to the cards. | know my particular
situation is appreciated by just about all and indeed, many
pointed outthatthey neither expected or desired aresponse
to their offerings. Bless you all -1 owe you atleast 300 cards
for this Christmas alone!

The pain killer was based on Paracetamol, effervescent,
and was offered as an option to try and control the racking
pain in my inflamed air passages whenever | coughed.
There were also nagging pains around both hips and the
pelvic region which is the norm for just about all influenza
strains so | seized upon the option hungrily. There is a
down side to everything | am told and in this case it was a
dulling of the senses, a lack of normal response to things
like smells which would otherwise set alarm bells ringing
and it brought about sensations which, under other
circumstances, would have sent me screaming for a
psychiatrist. The Doctor had insisted upon Anti Biotics (this
is blatant sexism - one never hears of Uncle Biotics) and
within a couple of days | knew they were doing their job but
eitherthey or the pain killer robbed me of sleep with strange
visions floating through my mind. If | turned over, they
frequently flipped through 180 degrees and appeared in
reverse form. Doc said that was interesting. It sounded like
LSD and had | been at the mushrooms? | know | am on my
way back but heck - | surely hope | never have to walk this
particular road again. Hi. On the positive side, at the time
of writing, | haven’t been able to touch a cigarette for over
a week - they taste like something unspeakable dreamed
up by that Borgia woman - and the same goes for my
regular evening pints of ale though | am not promising to
continue my abstinence.

Had an interesting 80m chatwith one of our newer members
who demands anonymity but says that as wireless op in a
Lancaster Bomber (how many remember those graceful
giants | wonder) he was credited with saving a whole flight
of ‘em in mid channel when their escort was overwhelmed
by asquadron of ME fighters. To blazes with convention he
said and sent the entire information on the key in plain
language which resulted in the intervention of a pack of
nearby prowling spitfires.

Iwatched indisbeliefas the television reported temperatures
of minus 19¢ up in GM land. Down in the more benign
regions of West Lanashire - despite an elevation of some
750 feet plus - we dropped briefly to minus 9c and whilst the
Western {sles and much of Scotland were suffering heavy
blizzards and deep drifts, we got about three quarters of an
inch. Many QSOs were made with GM during this period
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and they seemed to be responding to these conditions with
a stoicism one would expect from a gravid mule. | would
have been screaming blue murder and cursing the met
office but the average response was "Oh well, it'll pass”.
Tellyouwhatthough, youdidn'tsee toomany of ‘emwearing
kilts on the TV shots. Hi.

A belated quote from Bill, G4VIJ: “Now approaching 76,
daily CW keeps the grey matter in tune with the key”

KATZ
DH87?? DE GX0IPX = HW? KN. It was 599 both ways and
justas | was settling down Tammy (pre-empting his walkies
by a few hours) had propped his chin up on my leg when
all hell broke loose outside on the veranda. Brave heart -
shot to the veranda doors and proceeded to berate the
squabbling tabbies with ferocious growls and much barking
but to no avail so | put the German station on the speaker
and opened the door just in time to-have a spitting bundle
of brindle fur tumble through followed by and equally
tempestuous black and white mouser. Brave heart sought
refuge behind the armchair as | slammed the middle door
to stop the combatants invading the whole house and
attempted to evictatleastone. Black and white was nearest
to hand (or rather foot) and my slippered tootsies lifted it out
through the door in a move that would have been admired
by Bobby Charlton. | heard rather than saw it land on the
trellis work and as | approached the brindled one, discretion
replaced valour and it left pdq.
| returned to the rig in time for the KN from DH87?? and to
my credit, | had got the QTH in the midst of all this activity
but | had said 599 so how could | justify asking again for a
name - SRI OM KATZBLITZEN - ? and still trembling
somewhat, found it hard to believe when | heard myseif
asking "AGN NAME OF YOUR KAT?"
This brief episode affected achange in Tammy’s behaviour
and now, when | utter the magic word KATSSSSS, instead
of the old display of Bro Ha Ha, he retires to the front room
to seek solace from Ivy whilst somewhere in Koeln, a
German station is convinced that all Englishmen are a tile
short of a full roof.

OPERATING PROCEDURES
2MOALU (James) asks about the “E N"which is socommon
these days. It is actually an extended “R” popularly used
with pump handles sent with no spacing but an exagger-
ated Daaaaaah. The habit clung but with the advent of el-
keyers and such with no means oflengthening adash, has
reverted to the form you now hear. A bad habit - yes - but
like all habits, hard to break. Hi.

QSD & MORE

The following arrived e-mail with a skrewed up header so
| know not the author but t'was addressed to Nancy:

The “Q” signal QSD was never intended to be used as an
expression of sending ability. The signal was used to in-
form the sending station that he had a mechanical or
electrical problem. This might be caused by dirty key
contacts, a faulty keying relay or any one of several other
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electrical faults or bad adjustments at the sending end.
Although never officially recognised, the term QLF (send
with your left foot) was one way to inform the transmitting
station that he was butchering the Code.

The recent revelation that the expression “HI” for laughter
came from American Morse and translates “HOHO" brings
to mind a few other Morse hangovers. We terminate a
transmission with the expression SK (sometimes sent VA).
This is a hand-me-down from wire circuits where it was
sent ... _. _and in American Morse read as 30, the
Phillips code designator for “no more - end”. Newsmen
sending a press item to their paper would end with “30".
Another “Morse” derivative is the use of “ES” for the word
“AND". The Morse expression . ... with a half space
between the first and second dot was used for the
ampersand (&). In American Morse four dots translated
into four different characters: the letters H, Y, and Z, as well
as the “&" depending on the space between the dots.
Confusing? Not for an old Morse Operator!

I am a newcomer to FISTS but an old-time telegrapher. |
use both codes and delightin working another ambidextrous
operator and mixing the codes as we send. | am not a bit
concerned about the threat of a change in International
regulations allowing amateur licenses to those without
Morse ability. This country has been doing so for the past
several years. When they adopted the VE system for
examination and substituted a “code recognition” for “code
copying” as a Morse requirement they adulterated the
amateur examination. Over fifty percent oftoday’s “extras”
couldn’t take 20 words a minute if their life depended on it.
( 1 spent 30 years with the FCC).

Nancy refers to the originator as Mac but as | said, the
header was all skrewed up.

Also from G3TVI, as previously noted, Hi became HO in
the original US code.

FISTS - SHAME ON YOU
Had a letter from 2MOALU enquiring about QSL cards
during which he pointed out that he has thus far sent 220
to the RSGB bureau and has received only 14 in return. |
guess this is par for the course because they often take an
ungodly long time to reach their destination and of course,
return cards are subject to a similar delay. If you want a
more definitive idea of just how long it takes then try sending
a card to yourself. What is not so easily explained though
isthathe has sent 16 through ourown bureau and received
only one and that direct, from Otto LA1IE. Come on now -
i;an); members owe the lad a QSL, do the honourable
ing!

SILENT KEY
Itwas only last month that | mentioned the letter from Alf,
GOAIV so it was something of shock when Margaret
phoned to say that he died in hospital on Wednesday, 3
Jan. Commiseration’s to the Family of course and also
to the large circle of friends who shared Alf's life.

TOPS CWwW CLUB
From the last Keynote, | have received only one letter in
response to the question posed. The member enclosed a
photocopy of his TOPS certificate and opined that things
would be better left as they are with FISTS being seen as
a natural follow on to the TOPS club.

FISTS FROM ACROSS THE POND
Nancy was overwhelmed with the messages of sympathy
and concern following her spell of hospitalisation. “| feel
bad that | worried you but didn't print my story to elicit
sympathy (though it was nice to know that you care Hi) |
justwanted you all to know whatwas going on in case there
were delays with Keynote or in answering your mail”.
Debbie, NP2DJ is out of the hospital. Her boat was totally
destroyed in the big blow but Maggie is back aboard and
living on hers although it needs a lot of work to make it
seaworthy again. She sends her deepest thanks to allwho

sent assistance whetherin the form ofthoughts and prayers
or care packages. She is asking for video tapes as the only
TV they get is a PBS station which plays Sesame Street
and Barney Bear all day (uuugh). She still has frightening
memories to accompany stress related troubles and
compares the event to living in a war zone with all the
looting and unsafe conditions. Debbie no doubt is also
going through the same kind of trauma.

A Breath of Bad Code prompted a response from Patti,
AF9H who points out that “we all started out with bad code.
A good operator can copy almost any code and we work
CW for fun and to meet other hams regardless of age, sex,
colour, poor or slow code. Work with the person and let he
or she enjoy this great hobby. Give substandard code a
break. A “Q" code won't solve the problem but patience
will". | feel that FISTS attitude should be as was described
before - help, explain the problem kindly and without malice
and above all, be patient. -

Nancy's latest published number is 2054 which has been
assigned to Roger, N9ZZD in Kokomo, Iindiana. She up-
dates me regularly of course so a dedicated NA listing or
full General listing will include all the new US gang.
FISTS ON-LINE. Brian, N8IAG is endeavouring to compile
a list of members who have access to the Internet or
Compuserve for e-mail. | already have a number of these
but if you would like to communicate the info direct, use
INTERNET: bifont@tir.com.

THE FISTS YEAR BOOK Nancy sent me a page of the
proposed year book with piccies of various US members
aboutone inch high and 36 to a page. | tried a repro but with
the current hand-scanner and the fact that the pictures are
printed at a fairly low dot density did not help. However, |
include whatis perhaps the best of attempts which involved
quite a fair amount of time. Nancy is keen to introduce
“overseas” (?) members and is offering a free year book for

'those whose pictures are included. UK, EU and DX

members particularly would be welcome. Head and
shoulders should occupy an area about the size you see
here. If it is much smaller than this there are going to be
problems (I can confirm this through my own attempts to
scan small and indistinct images). Because the relevant
areais physically removed fromthe photograph, your prints
cannot be returned. Send your offerings to Ken, WK8F.
25206 Hayes, ROSEVILLE, Ml 48066, USA.

GB2BP )

This call is set to replace the old GB2SM since the Science
Museum'’s call is virtually silent. This permanent special
event station was opened officially by the president of the
RSGB in the two grand rooms allocated by the Bletchley
Park Trust which were designed by G3LCS (RNARS); the
occasion being recorded by the BBC, Central TV and local
radio service. There are 5 FISTS members within the Milton
Keynes & Dist. ARS which is deeply involved so a great
prospect for CW contacts is there already. The call GB2BP
is assigned the FISTS number of 1890 so you get an extra
bonus when finding it.

During WW?2, Bletchley Park was the location of much
highly secret work. It was here that the enigma code was
finally cracked and countless gadgets used by the allied
forces were developed - items such as buttons with tiny
compasses incorporated. For visitors to the country, this is
a must and now, with the shack installed, it is a nice spot
for even holidaying Brits to visit.
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