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Your renewal date now appears on the mailing label. I you wish to

anticipate this date then feel free to do so. Apart from the U.S. contingent

who may forward themto Nancy, all subs should be sent here to HQ. Make

cheques payable to "FISTSc.w.Club ."The subs are as follows:

UK<£5 EEC £6  Europe£7 .00 N.America£8.50. Others £10
LISTINGS

Full up-to-datelists of members arc available from HQ. Theymay be CALL

v NAME (sorted on prefix) or CALL v NUMBER which may be sorted

cither by prefix or number. You are requested to include a current postage

stamp to off-set the cost of the laser printing together with return postage.

NETS

Sundays 9.30local and 14.30local on 3550 or 7029 dependent upon condx.

Control GOIIK. Call GXO0IPX/P.

Thursdays QRS 2000 local on 3550. Control GOIIM. Call GXO0IPX/P.

Overscas: QRV .058 (HF BANDS) especially on the hour for 15 mins.

QRS Keep watch on 21120 and 28120.

GREETINGS

Greetings again people. This has been quite a month here at HQ with quite
alot of FISTS oriented business to attend to. Amongst otherthings, has been
the need to make arrangements for the trip to Torontoand Michigan next
month. Our original plans have had to be changed andwe now leave on the
9th. August returning on the 3rd. September. Ithas effectively killed any
hopes I had of producing another newsletter before we depart. T am sure
youwill understand therefore the need to run both July and August news-
letters as one publication. Helen, VE3PUA is off on vacation when wearrive
in VE but has left us in the tender care of Stan (VE30XZ) untilshe returns
on the 15th. Looks like we will be getting a taxi from theAirport to Stan’s
place initially but I will hire a car locally(cheaper than the multi-nationals
at the Airport I am sure) in orderto see as much of Toronto and area as
possible. The prime aim of the trip to MI is to fly the flag as you know.
Nancyhas been the king-pin of these arrangements and I am hoping to
recruitmany more U.S. and VE stations as a result of our presence at the
ARRLconvention. Given the opportunity, I shall also be considering the
bigham fest at DAYTON in future years but this depends largely upon
myown bank balance being held ata reasonable level. I can hardly expecithe
club to finance my trips to the U.S. and indeed, this one has setme back
almost £900 for the air-fare alone. T took the liberty of purchasing a
hand-scanner so that line drawingsetc. could be reproduced in the news
letter. Tam still learning thedrive the thing but, as you can see, it s very useful
and will evenreproduce good photographs in B/WV whilst converting certain
clolourphotogmphs to grey scales. Not bad. Enough of this wallle, on with
the news.

ARTICLES AND OTHERS
Rod, G3TVI whose shack door sports the legend "This room is equipped
with Edison Electric Light. Do not attempt to light with match. Simply press
switch on wall by- door. The usc of Electricity for lighting is in no way
harmful to health, nor does it affect the sounduess of skeep”, drops meanote
withacopy of the constitution for the South Hants Soc. Thesc he wrote very
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much tongue in cheek some time ago and was highly embarrassed when they
were adopted. They include such treasures as "No operator shall be, a
candidate for office being a convicted felon, a certified lunatic or a class'B
licensee". or:"Should the Society meet in premises belonging to such an
Organisation asa Community Centre, Operators will be expected to Join the
said Organisation, paying up and endeavouring to look cheerful". "It shall
be a condition of Membership that Operators shall strive to promote high
standards of work and to maintain a courteous and considerate attitude to
other Practitioners of The Mode, whether Operators or not. They shall reply,
when called, even to Clickers and Chirpers working from undistinguished
locations. Ilaving been informed that their strength is Nine, they shall
eschew the practice of repeating their name and location more than seven
times; they shall not call CQ over more than threc DX stations on the same
frequency; they shall not use open DX bands for local chitchat; they shall
not send at thirty words per minute to a station clearly preferring four and
amongst themselves they shall promote the use of the code QAC which shall
be taken as implying *All Compliments’ and shall include:-VY 73 73 OM
CUL BCNU & mni (nx fer nice/FB/rotten QSO GL GB hpe cuagn wid
gud/btr/wrse condx mri Xms Hpi Nw Yr mni hpi rtms gtgs for Rosh
Hoshanal/Id el Fitr/MayDay/Tksgvg 88 to XYL/YL/Widow Ciao Cheerio
& gud/FB/best DX". There’s more of this and to think some people have the
nerve to describe me as "Nuts" hi.

AFFILIATIONS .

In response to a couple of queries, I ran a search on the list andwe come up
with the following synopsis.

RSARS = 52

RNARS =46

RAFARS = 64

G-QRP =118

R.S.G.B. 414 i apu
Therecordsalso threw upa total of 9 confirmed White Stick members. There
are a multitude of other affiliations of course but the aboveare the ones
which are the most prominent. I have not logged MF (theGerman Focke
Marinc group) for instance or such disparate ones asthe Sussex Swine
breeders Association. Now, for mercy’s sake don’task me to go back
through all those written records to find the odd-balls.Remember, there are
over 800 of ’em !

ALETTER FROMGI ——
GIOCPU includes an article from his local rag by "Rectifier" which hides
the callsign GI3NQH. Seems we get a nice mention from the IRTS (Irish
Radio Transmitter Soc)which isbroadcast Sundays on 7040. Mention was
also made on this occasion ofthe successful prosecution of a Tyrone SWL
who was apparently using ascanning recciver andintercepting information
from the SecurityForces. The lawhas long stated that it is "naughty" to listen
tosensitivebroadcasts. One suspects that this refers to listenerswhoprofit by
the information thus gleaned but tis not so; thelawsimply states "Thou shalt
not listen". Could it be thatwhen you aretuning the broadcast section of the
VHF bandswhereon is found localpolicc broadcasts that someone could-
break down your door and feelyour collar? The whole point is that such
scanning equipment is widelyon sale. You maybe advised (if the dealer has
an ounce of honesty)that theuse of the equipment is illegal. The law however
does notforbid the dealer to sell it to you. The answer surely as ishintedhere
is for those who do not wish their transmissionsto beinterecepted to take the
necessary steps to avoid it.Without wishingto appear anarchist, I would
suggest thatthe radio bands are no lesspublic than theair we brealhw_and that
if "Official* transmissionsare that sensitive thenthe technology is surely
available to makethemundecipherable to the casual listener. Excuse me
folks.therc area couple of policemen knocking on my door.....
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CABLE TV AND TVI

One of our members was having limited TVI problems some time ago
whichwas the subject of considerable head scratching. Before a full answer-
could be found however, some people came round with trench cuttersetc.
and installed cable TV. Now the limited TVI is wide-spread. Awhole street
has been affected and the neighbours are causingconsiderable ear ache and
grief. I contacted the Chief co-ordinator for the RSGBs EMC set up and
askedwhat the DTD’s attitude is to cases such as this. The answer, mostposi-
tively was - the buck lies firmly in the house of the Cablecompany. They are
fully aware of the potential for wide-spreadinterference from many sources
including Amateur Radio and if theyfail to immunise their system from this
then the installation is atfault. If any of you are experiencing similar
problems, don’t just liedown and restrict your activities. Get on the the
EMC. It should beappreciated that the Cable companies are running under
a licence whichcan easily be withdrawn if they fail to provide proper
installation. We come again to the argument that Ham Radio was here even
before theTelevision. It would clearly be wrong to demand that your licence
to bewithdrawn simply because your neighbour has bought an el-cheap
TVreceiver or VCR. In just the same way, no-one can demand that allAma-
teur Radio activity ceases throughout an area simply because acable com-
pany has decided to install it’s sytem. It is up to thecompany to putit’s own
house in order.

HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN?

Itwould be unfair of me to mention a callsign but one of our memberswrites
to say that both he and his xyl are in possession of the RSGBcredit cards.
He must be somewhat disappointed since they are bothclear and would
doubtless have been delighted to have been heavily indebt since they are
administered by the failed BCCI. A cartoon in theEvening Standard depicts
a happy City Gent with the title "The manwith an overdraft at BCCI". On
a more serious note however, onewonders just how much of the members
money is involved with thismonumental cock-up. Since the BCCI adminis-
tered the RSGB credit cards,it is a fair bet that the Society had money
invested there. Likeothers, my personal view is that the Bank of England
has much toanswer for here and one wonders how long it will be before the
popularHigh Street banks are replaced by a secret seam in the mattress.

FOR SALE
Zenith Z-140 PC-XT. Runs at 8MHz with a 32Mbyte hard disc, CGA
monoscreen and DOS 3.3. It comes with lotsa goodies for Amateur radio
andof should run my Log Programme no sweat. £350 or nearest offer
to:G4UHM, Steve is on 0277 35573 (24 hours).

dokokok ook kokkokok
MITACPC-AT. Runs |0MHzwith 32Mbyte hard disc, 32Mbyte hard card,
VGA color monitor and card, High density 5.25" and 3.5" floppies, 102key-
board. Italso supports two serial and two parallel ports and wouldcomfort-
ably run a medium sized business let alone the average Amateurstation. The
CPU is the popular 286 with MSDOS 3.3. Oodles of softwarcis available to
the purchaser and the current 640K RAM is expandable.Sorry but I must
insist that you come and collect the thing. I don’ttrust carricrs with equip-
ment of (his nature. I am up-grading to a 386and the Mitac is available as
soon as the 386 is installed. £750 and enquiries to HQ.

dokkokdokkokdokk ok

TET tri-band vertical. Still bright and shiny. £25. G3ZPF QTHR

SCARLET PAINTED DEISEL ENGINED..

This is part of the musical definition of a London Transport Ominibus
though I doubtif Tony G4FAT would find much comfort from the ditty.His
altercation with one of these monsters landed him in hospital withsome
pretty horrific injuries - busted ribs, punctured lung and otherproblems. It
would seem that the bus simply appeared out of the blueand clobbered him
but he has since been released from hospital and ishopefully on the way to
recovery. Understand he actually head-buttedthe vehicle so could it be that
London transport will be sueing fordamages? Tony, if you get some spare
time, have a word with you knowwho re the obs [rom Yan FILAW... be
most obliged.

VENUES FOR C.W. EXAMS
I understand from Jack, G4PKD that the old Fleetwood Maritime college
no longer conducts these. Arrangements have been made for examinationsto
be held JUNE/JULY/AUGUST at Burnley and he is seeking to make
moremonthly dates available from the rest of his crew up in the Cum-
briaarea. Burnley is sure a lot more central than Fleetwood in respect
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oftravelling and if he can organise things up north then it would surelyen-
hance the service. I know that the examination times and centres arepub-
lished by the RSGB but you gotta scratch round Radcomm to find em.In
any case, what about those people who prefer not to lash out thirtypounds.
The availability of test centres and times needs to be muchmore widely
promulgated.

G.U.C.W.(URAGUAYTELEGRAPHER GROUPE)

We have a letter from the Awards Manager of the above CX4GLD. The
CXCWaward is one which will need to be worked hard for. It isrequired
{hat you furnish QSLs for 5 Uraguay c.w. stations, three ofwhich must be
members of the above group. 1 have a complete listing ofall 41 members here
if any-one requires them. Alberico offers fullsupport to FISTS from the
GUCW and I will be sending him fullinformation shortly. It is unfortunate
that English is rarcly used inthat country and their quarterly bulletin is
printed i Spanish butfor those of you who have a good path to S. America,
it could be wellworth the effort to seck out the CX gang. This correspond-
enceincidentally was instigated by a QSL received from GM40SS. Well
doneSteve. There is a no codelicence in that country and the results should
stand as a monument toothers as to what happens when the c.w. requirement
is lifted. Out of3500 Amateur stations, no more than 50 make use of the
mode.

SO THAT’S WHATIT IS!!

Angie (GOHGA) includes an odd little snippet in her letter. She has abox
which contained here Kent paddles and inscibed on the inside ofthe top is
the legend "LID". Angie is still having trouble with herpirate. I must confess
I have not heard the guy but if any of you do,then pse advise Angie or
my-self. She turned up on the bands the otherday and f ound the guy working
one of her regular contacts and he wasso rude that it is causing her a lot of
grief. This has been going onfor quitea while now so please keep an ear open
- we would muchappreciate your obs.

NEW MEMBERS :
A warm welcome to the following who joined our ranks since the lastnews

letter: 3¢
GIOPCU \/ David UBSFDM  Jerry GOLZA Des
GOMCX Vic* 39 EIFA %5 Des UAOMW  George
G4PSE V' Mike 85y G4VVK Bernard  GOIYG Jlim /
G3KUL Doug G2HKU / Ted gty <GWONSQ W'llf [
UANAL |/ Kiril 41 Buy 04
We have many more outstanding particularly for the US.——— /|
THE MAILING LABELS /

Brian, our NLSWL, queries the inclusion of a "UA" call on his label. The
reason for this is that I need a reference for sponsors and thefield which I
have chosen to locate this reference is one which isprinted on the labels. Any
members supporting onc of our East EUstations will find the call of his/her
nominee on the label.

QSL BUREAU

Again I must remind you of the procedure for using the bureau. l}ob
isanxious (as indeed am I) that you gain maximum benefit from theservice. -
It helps not a lot when the call of the intended recipent isunclear or even
incorrect. Also please use the area upper left on thereverse of the card and
print the call of the target station here. If youcare to, you may use the full
protocol: G4XXX de G4YYY. The bureauwhilst ostensibly for the use of
FISTS members still has connectionwith all the ex-service organisations so,
if you wish to send a cardto a non-member who is known to be RSARS,
RNARS etc., then print thison the right-hand top corner. Bob has a happy
working relationshipwith all thesc sub-bureaus and will be happy to direct
themaccordingly. Just a reminder that it is NOT necessary to send
SAEs.Y our cards will be included in the news-letter and, if there 1s anabun-
dance, he will forward what he can and include the remainder inthe next
newsletter.

MORE ON E. EU SPONSORS
Sorry to keep harping on about this but there seems to be somemis-under-
standing here. I was recently in touch with a LZ station onair who indicated
that he had two app forms neither of which was sentfrom myself. UK
stations receive a blank app. form on joining andthese are intended
STRICTLY for members within the UK.Similarly, U.S. stations also
receive an app. form for their friendswhich is referred back to Nancy and is
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