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SUBS

Cheques etc. to FISTS C.W. CLUB.

N. America to WZ8C, others to HQ.

UK: £5, EEC: £6, Europe: £7
N. America: $17.50. others: £10.
LISTS
Call v Name/Number: Stamp plus SAE.
CLUB BADGES: £1.50

CLUB

NETS
Sunday 0930 & 1430 on 7029. GOIIK (GXO0IPX/P)
US 0100Z on 14058
Wednesday: US Newt 0100z on 14058
Thursday 2000 on 3550/7029 GOIIM(GXOIPX/P)
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 15mins

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

LISTINGS and BADGES
Up-dated listings and badges may be obtained from HQ or WZ8C. For listings,
SAE plus current stamp. Badges,£1.50 or (via WZ8C) $3.50 US.

GREETINGS
Greetings people. There is little of any real consequence to
report apart from the fact that Ali (GOOJW) as some of you may
have noticed has been giving GXO0IPX/P an airing. | have little
doubt that Bob will soon be receiving a demand for a Century
award from the lad. Following the break-in reported last month,
my neighbour has installed a super sophisticated type of burglar
alarm. | dunno what it does but it sure as blazes doesn't like my
activities on any band below about 5 watts. The problem was
traced to a pressure mat on the landing (a whopping great
capacitor in parallel with a length of twin core is likely to be a
pretty hot broadly tuned circuit) so for the time being this has
been disabled and | am waiting for advice from the EMC people.
| can still activate the alarm but only when running near full
whack on 15 and 17m so | guess that's some consolation. Hi. My
good wishes to the xyl of GOOSB who has been spending some
timeindrydock and a pox on the tulipwho tuned up on frequency
and asked QRZ? GXO0 right in the middle of a rag chewwith aPY
station. | regret the rather indifferent quality of last months'
Keynote. | wastearing my hair out by the root (the one just above
my left ear) trying to sus out the problem. It was not until | had
limped through to the last copy that | remembered - | had not
added any etching chemical to the damping font bottle. Bent
over in the approved posture but lvy was physically unable to
administer the corrective kick in the pants. | returned with some
gratitude to the W8 who called me on 40m in the midst of
European QRM. "569" | said and he returned with a 579 telling
me that he was running 2 watts into a 40m dipole at 200 (yes two
hundred) feet. Wow! Hope he wasn't living near an airport.
HAVE YOU GOT YER KEYNOTE?

Last month there was a disaster. Half way through the process
of printing mailing labels, the printer ran out of 'em. The
programme has been written so that we exit gracefully in this
event but no provision has been made to continue from where
it left off. It was necessary to view the last printed label and
assemble a table from that point on to continue printing. Sods
law statesquite clearly thatinthis sort of situation, ifanything can
possibly go wrongitwill and as usual, Sods lawwas as inviolable
as that laid down by Newton for gravity. Gonna have to put what
is left of my shrinking brain into gearto cover for this eventuality.
Think | got most of the missing addresses but please - if anyone
did notget the February Keynote then letme know. Those of you
who received two now know why so worry not. On with the

Motley.
ACADEMY OF MORSE

The above programme for IBM compatible computers was sent
to me by PA3AFF. There are a few oddities within (the [AR] is
represented as "* on the keyboard) but it permits a wide range
of character speed v sending speed as in the Farnsworlh
method. For instance, it can be instructed to send characters at
15wpm and a copying speed of 10 wpm. Inter characterandinter
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word spacing will be adjusted to conform to this formula. | have
not yet delved too deeply into it so am not sure if it can be
customised but there is a choice of weighting available which
can eitherincrease or decrease the likelihood of certain charac-
ters being chosen from random selection. A 720 or 360K disc
plus return postage will bring you a copy. A useful accompani-
ment to Morse University although | personally prefer the latter.

ADDRESS WANTED
Helen NS2G, asks that we invite GOSVY whose name is Dave
and who lives in Herts. Unfortunately my call book does not go
that far - anyone know the guy?

EXCEPTIONAL QSO AWARD

As lintimated previously, an award of such a nature would do no
hamm at all to our endeavours. The awards (on a beige 2-sheet
AS board) have now been printed. They have a blue border, red
logo and the wording is black in a semi-script face. Attractive?
I would be happy to have one hanging on my wall and you may
nominate any station you wish to receive one (not necessarily
FISTS members). Please include the current address if possible
and you are invited to include a stamped (preferably addressed
and with stiffener) A5 envelope - approx 8.5" x 5.9" - together
with a current 2nd. class stamp which will help the funds along
somewhat. Should the intended recipent be overseas, please
take into account the required postage. It will be inscribed and
despatched PDQ asit is very little trouble for me. At the present
moment | hold some 480 of these which have been printed by
a friend who refused to accept any reward so the only expense
to the club has been some £3.50 for the board. On the subject
of printing, | have "acquired" a ream each of paper in a different
pastel shade which will be used to print the up-dated version of
the pamphlets we are currently distributing at rallies. The stuff
isn't all that expensive but my supplier refuses to split boxes
which meansthat|would haveto buy atleast 10 reams (5 of each
colour) and it would be quite a long time before we could justify
this expenditure.

AWARDS

With a consistently rising membership, the Century award is now
getting extremely easy to achieve. We must seek to introduce
other awards which are more demanding and therefore more
significant. As you know, the club potters along with the absolute
minimum of subs so as not to deny membership on the grounds
of financial ability. Unfortunately, this also means that funds are
not readily available to support a variety of awards (the printing
is somewhat beyond the scope of my available resources) so
what is to be done?

The answeris that awards could be sponsored. An individual (or
perhaps a group of individuals) would supply the printed matter
and the requirements for the claim. A certificate of high quality
would normally cost in excess of £200 for the presses to roll but
| have my ear to the ground and it may well be much less than
this. It is of course desirable that the award is made available to
allAmateurs whetherthey be FISTS members ornot and thetitle

PAGE 1



would be of your choice. Please give it some thought.

THE CLUB FUNDS

Ittook me quite sometime to figure out howtotransferthe spread
sheet onto hard copy (I toldya | was fick) but this has been done.
At the AGM later this month | hope to receive an audited copy,
a break down of which will be published in the next news letter.
| apologise for the improper delay on this but now that we have
things in hand, an up-to-date version should appear each year
around Oclober. In the mean time, should anyone require it, a
complete rundown may be obtained from HQ for a SAE.

On the subject of finances, | am happy to report that the clubis
now no longer in debt to myself and we have something in the
order of 1,000 club badges on hand. At the time of writing, the
clubhas some £700+ init's accountand my ouistanding demand
is foronly £400+. Atsome timeinthe future | would like to update
the computereven further whilsttrading the laser printerand ink-
jet for a much more versatile Postscript type. There's no panic
though - the present equipment is adequate and as long as my
offset holds out, printing of the news letter will still cost us next
to nothing.

PRIORITIES
Surprisingly, | have had several telephone calls from members
who are concemed about the report by Tony, G4FAI in Morsum
Magnificat (January/93). This concerns the proposal by Hans
Berg, DJ6TJ who was altempting to slice up the cake on a basis
of bandwidth rather than mode. The smaller the bandwidth
required then the smaller the percentage of the band space
would be allocated. The recommendation for instance was for
20% of the band for modes which required up to 0.5KHz
bandwidth whilst modes requiring in excess of 1.5KHz would be
allocated 55%. As you will know, the Region 2 conference took
no action in response to these proposals and Hans has con-
firmed to MM that he does not intend to pursue the matter at the
Region 1 conference in September of this year.
What isdisturbing here is the upside-down thinking. Expand this
a little further and we will have a bunch of Wallies bringing back
AM with a 6KHz bandwidth and demanding the lions share of the
bands. If band conservation is to be taken seriously then narrow
band modes should be encouraged and not penalised. | have
long argued that cw should be allocated a larger share of band
space than it now enjoys since it is far better suited to supporting
a rapidly increasing amateur population than other modes.
Ifthe IARU everdoesget it's priorities right then they willtum the
modem trend of data comms and satellite communications
which are now replacing the traditional 'sparker’ in both military
and maritime fields to the advantage of the amateur service. At
the present moment, those who use cw extensively are effec-
tively members of an elite club. Do you remember when just
being a Radio Amateur placed you apart from others? Those
were the days when cw was mandatory. They were the days
when you needed to 'serve your apprenticeship’ and prove your
proficiency in the mode before you were permitted 1o take out
yourfulllicence. The amateurwasheld in some reverence by his
neighbours because he studied hard and long to obtain that
valuable licence. Nowadays we see the movement being domi-
nated by a handful of manufacturers with the invocation to 'Get
yourself a ticket and buy one of our super SSB rigs. Guaranteed
towipe everyone else off your frequency and secure you the best
DX'so your licence is now of little more value than a CB ticket.
Why? Because just about any tulip can pick un a microphone
and yap. This is the prime requirement of CB and if we are to
place the amateur service apart from this then there must be
differences and one of those differences is cw.

COMPUTERS - WHICH ONE?
The headphones were lying on the bench and | was crouched
overtrying to catch the fading sounds of my contact slipping into
the black hole of a massive tum of QSB. A familiar scent hit my
sensitive hooter which went unregistered as | struggled 1o fill in
the bits that were missing. Thatwas the day | permitted the curry
toburnanditwas also theday I got a letter from a member asking
foradvice on choosing a computer. Itis painful indeed to sound
the knell of doom for so many old favourites but the Spectrums,
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Commodores and Acorns of this world are in for a rough ride.
IBM compatible machines and graphic interfaces like Windows
are now becoming the norm and you ignore them at your peril.
The lesser of these breeds are mouldering on scrap heaps,
replaced by the brilliant 80286 series of Intel CPU chips. Thisis
the minimum for which you should aim but they are followed by
the 80386 and 80486 based machine which run 32-bit architec-
ture peripherals rather than the 16-bit variety which is the norm
for the 80286. Don't buy a basic system. There is usually no
additional RAM (random access memory) and you will leam to
your cost that this is near essential. Aim for a machine with at
least 4M-bytes of RAM though even this may not be sufficient to
run certain high powered and memory hungry applications.
Storage space is also important. Most machines these days
come with a 3.5" floppy drive. These work in just the same way
as the old 5.25" versions but a double density 3.5" holds 720Kb
of data compared to the 360K for the older type. A hard disc is
virtually essential. Many of the programmes you run will require
access to data which may amount to several Mbytes. The bog
standard these days is 40Mb (remember you used to be posh if
you had a 20Mb hard disc) and although they run up to the
Gigabyte region, the 110Mb is rapidly becoming cheaper and is
well worth thinking about. If you know nothing about computers
then don't monkey around with it. Negotiate with your dealerto
set it up for you and arrange to retum it for further updates and
improvements should you decide to add something new. All this
may sound like something of a minefield but it really is quite
straight forward once the setup has been decided upon. Look at
the setup programme on a PC and you will appreciate the
attentions of the expert. | would rather undertake to skin a flea
than to understand the cryptic tables and questions that are
presented.

The display is the next question. Buying an ultra high definition
super VGA screen and driver can set you back more than the
cost of the second woild war . What do you demand of the
machine? If you intend to run CAD programmes, paint and art
packages or photographic re-touching applications then you
need a SVGA screen, a driver and video memory. If you intend
running mainly text based applications or the occasional game
you can get away with a much cheaper VGA (or even EGA -
uugh) at possibly less than half the cost of SVGA whilst if you
plan using text-based applications only then why pay more than
£50 for a green or paper-white mono display. No matter how
trustworthy your dealer may appear, it is in his interests to sell
you the most expensive piece of kit on his shelf so seek advice
from a knowledgeable friend. The likelihood is that someone in
your local club will be able to help so do ask and when you do
make your choice, send me a floppy for the clubs' logging
programme.

MORE ON THE QRP GIG
OK; so | should have expected some repercussions from last
months"article. It should be ebvious enough by reading that the
points raised stemmed from my own experiences and were
therefore personal in nature. Certainly, the club has no policy
towards QRP groups other than supporting them in any way
possible. Up 1o now | have had one letter decrying my "attack
against QRP" whereupon | sought the opinion of a number of
members who were known to be QRP enthusiasts. In every
case, the answers equated to: "Somy you had allthat hassle Geo
and | fully agree with you". Additionally, a couple of letters
commented on the article and offered the same sentiments.
Itis noted that following my shift from 7.0290 (minus) to 7.0285
(minus) the DL QRO groupwho used to appear on 7.0290 (plus)
are again evident. On one day this month, at least one was 10
o 15db over S9 and he zeroed at 7.02975 MHz.
The last thing we need is a war between two groups who share
the same basicideals and atthe last count, we have 140 who are
also members of G-QRP to say nothing of the US brigade who
are members oftheirown QRP movements. All laskisthat if you
are in any doubt about the views expressed that you should read
the article again- CAREFULLY. By the way, you will sometimes
(though admittedly not often) hear G3ZQS inside the QRP
segment. Please don't bav/l me out. | will be running the FT102
choked down 1o a few watts with the W3DZZ.
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