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OFFICES
QSL Manager: GBFRL. Bob Lowe
PO Box 199. BOLTON. BL1 4UL.
U.S. Rep: WZ8C. Ms. Nancy Kott.
5450 Diehl Rd., METAMORA, MI48455
PRO: G4YLB, J.A. Welsh
3 Minster Cresc, DARWEN, BB3 3PY
COMPUTER CHAPTER: GM7GOD
5 Faulds Cresc., Kincorth, AB1 5QR
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Sec: E. (Geo) Longden. G3ZQS. 119 Cemetery Rd., DARWEN, Lancs. BB3 2Z England, 0254 703948

suBs
Cheques etc. to FISTS C.W. CLUB.
N. America to WZ8C, others to HQ.
UK: £5, EEC: £6, Europe: £7
N. America: $17.50. others: £10.
LISTS
Call v Name/Number: Stamp plus SAE.

CLUB BADGES: £1.58

NETS
Sunday 2938 & 1430 on 7829. GAIIK
US 8180Z on 140858
Wednesday: US Net 8100z on 14858
Thursday 2008 on 3550/7829. G@IIM
DX 14/21/28.658 on the hour for 15mins

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations
UK Net Controls use GX@IPX/P

COMMODITIES
Up-dated listings and badges may be obtained from HQ.
For listings, SAE plus current stamp. Badges,£1.58. QSL
cards are also obtainable from HQ £5.6 per 180 or £8.60
er 200 incl. EEC add £2.60 p/p. Other EU countries £3.00.
X by arrangement.

GREETINGS
Sorry for the delay (again) but on this occasion it is not
really my fault. Our Postman (GOFRL) has been overtothe
US with the paraplegic bowls team and in order to get
everything co-ordinated (QSL cards and etc) it had to be
delayed for his return.
Summer is with us again and a ma%niﬁcent high pressure
zone sitting over the UK and a much of Europe brought us
temperatures of 27c¢ early this month. | did manage to get
on the bands on odd occasions and amongst those worked
were G3JPZ for the first QSO. He is looking forward to the
visit of his old pal Mike, KA3YAK at the weekend.
Now I'm getting real worried about the SK week. Thus far
| have had only one report which included a log and
nomination. From this lone log, | know that there were a
number of you active so what about some logs and
nominations??? My own efforts during the week were
hampered by problems with the computer andindeed of the
few stations worked, none were FISTS members. Hardly
surprising since | was only able to devote about 45 minutes
on 88m during Thursday evening.
The saga of my busted W3DZZ continues. | got a
“professional” to go on the roof and piece the thing up and
wondered why it was not bouncing the way it should. Alocal
ham (G1ECC) turned up complete with ladders and we
dropped the antenna so that | could work on the joint. My
“pro” had made the mostinglorious mess simply foldingthe
loose wire back onitself and hoping forthe best. We cleaned
up the broken ends, bent ‘em round a bolt, squeezed ‘em
togetherwith a couple of washers and ascrewandthenran
solder over the junction. It is a different antenna now. Hi.

FISTS DECLARATION

A declaration of purpose and policy forthe NAFISTS is in
existence. Formulated by Vince, WB2EZG, it outlines
certain conditions which are at present effective in the US
which are eitherimplimented or influenced by the ARRL and
FCC. Licensing conditions are relaxing over there despite
protests from what would seem to be a majority of existing
amateurs. This document makes it clear that NA FISTS
deplores this easing of requirements, not only inthe Code
requirement but also in a percieved easing of theory
requirements. Taken directly from this document:
Whereas, FISTS, the International Morse Preservation
Society, notingwith concernthe generaltrend to ease Morse
Code and theory exam requirements for Amateur Radio
licensing during the past two decades;

And Whereas, noting that easing of requirements indicates
abandonment of the traditional mission of amateurradioas
a technical hobby pursuant to the spirit and guidelines
originally set forth in Part 97.1 of the Communications Act
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of 1934,

This is purely internal to the US of course but | have been
urged to institute a similar declaration in the UK. Relaxing
of requirements in this country of course is in no way as
sweeping as this (they have for instance a multiple choice
option for demonstrating Morse Code proficiency).
Members who serve as examiners are encouraged wherever
possible to conduct such examinations in the traditional
manner requiring one minute solid copy of plain text at the
given speed. It also encourages all who are or might be in
apositionto affecttheissue, now orinthe future, tomaintain
Morse Code proficiency as an international standard for
licensing in the Amateur Radio Service. It also urges the
ARRL to re-institute the traditional Morse examination and
requests thatthe FCC eliminate the multiple choice option
in favour of the above standard.

| received a copy of this document direct from Nancy and
alsoviaone ofour UK members whois clearly anxious that
we make our views known in a similar manner. | am sure
you are aware that | have enough on my plate atthe moment
what with caring for lvy and publishing Keynote together
with other duties so, if anyone concerned about this issue
would like to formulate an appropriate declaration then |
shall do as the NA members have done and ballot the
members accordingly. The US ballot incidentally resulted
in a 95 percent acceptance.

Vince incidentally has circulated their declaration to just
aboutanyonewhois anyone overthereincluding members
of the government.

BANKS AND YOUR SUBS
VK3WQ. Marlene comments on the cost of subs via the
bank. Know wotcha mean petal - | get hassle whenever |
take a trip to the bank with an o/s cheque which does not
bearthe Eurocheque logo. Two years subs by ali means but
easier | think to find a source of green stamps or UK
banknotes. | got a personal cheque from a French member
whichwas written outto Sterling. The bank managerworked
outthat it would yield justover £2.0@ butif the memberwere
to re-issue the cheque made out to the appropriate value
inFrancs, hewould excercise his prerogative towaive bank
charges. | get this sort of problem most months. Local
currency (Francs, DM etc) is not too bad because Bob
(GOFRL)does afairamount of travelling and is usually able
to change it at reasonable rates but on the whole, it would
be easier if (particularly EU members) could either use
Eurocheques or find someone who would write one out for
him and simply transfer the amount into that bank account.
There is a huge difference in the charges that different
banks make and this was highlighted on a recent TV
programme showing adeviation of as much as 300%. Just
one more point: PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE. Include your
callsign ormembership numberon ALL correspondence.

BRING N° BUY DBASE
Got a letter from A & L Florence the t'other day introducing
the service above. If you are floggin’ any gear or looking for
a specific item, then this may help. If you are searching for
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equipment under “Wanted”, it costs £1.00 for the first two
items and £2.00 foran extratwo. tems onthe database are
open for 3 months and if the database cannot score a hit
then your payment is returned. Selling? It costs £2.08 for
the first 6 items. Further info from:

The bring and buy database, 23 North End, Meldreth,
ROYSTON, SG8 6NR. Phone/FAX 81763262443

MORSE MEMORY DAY CONTEST
Hope I’'m nottoo late for this one but DJ2VT bobbed it inthe
box for me. It is sponsored by FMC (Friends of S.F.B.
Morse Club) each year on Sams birthday (27 April).
Participants make as many NORMAL QSOs as possible
(no numbering or contest like QSOs). The top 3 ops will
receive a nice diploma from FMC and all applicants receive
a QSL whether winners or not. Call CQ MMD. Logs with
Date, QTR, QTH, NAME, BAND, MODE=CW to:

Karl H. Rueggeberg, Kaunitzstr 3, D-59602, Ruethen-
Oestereiden.

THE STORY OF THE KEY

Abook of this name which is published and distributed by
Morsum Magnificat is in A5 format (as is MM) and costs
03.95 (UK), u4.25 (Eu Airmail) and rest of world (surface
mail). It contains an authoritative six-part series on the
history of the Morse key reprinted from early issues of
Morsum Magnificat. The articles were written by the late
Louise Moreau, W3WRE, a highly respected telegraph
historian and collector of keys, who died in April 1994. The
book is dedicated to her memory. It describes the
development of the Morse key beginning with Vail's
‘Correspondent’ (used on Sam Morse’s triumphant Baltimore
to Washington demonstration of 1844 and the various
improvements initiated by telegraphers themselves. This
of course resulted in the wide variety of keys which were
born in the following years. | have a complimentary copy
and found it absolutely fascinating. This book is highly
recommended and | apologise to G4FAl for being unableto
squeeze this item into the newsletter earlier.

IS THERE A PURPOSE?
Carl, KR4VQ writes with the heading “What is the purpose
of beingaFIST member”. Carlfeels that many members are
losing the concept of what the clubis really all about. Asking
why they do not check into the nets, he often receives the
reply that the nets are too slow. This can be resolved by
starting a QRQ net on (say) 48m in the evenings. “I think |
would enjoy that and maybe it would make other members
happier but still, we are missing out on the whole idea of
what being a FISTS member is all about”.
“What dowe mean by Morse Preservation? | believe thatwe
mean that we are trying to keep CW from dying out in the
amateur bands. That we mean to keep it alive for many
generations to enjoy inthe same way that we have enjoyed
it. And just how do we accomplish this? | believethatwe can
do this by setting aside a little time each week and slowing
down for our new ham friends who are just getting started.
| believe that we can do this by spending a little of our time
on the Novice segments of the bands and by trying to get
the newcomers to our hobby interested inthe mode thatwe
love and enjoy so much.
| can remember when | was ready to go on the air on HF,
even though | had my General class licence at the time, |
headed straight forthe 18 and 15m Novice segments. There
Iwas greeted by many OT’s who encourage me and helped
me out. | have been a ham now for about 5 years and have
spent about 3 of those years on the HF bands and ONLY
working cw. | have become a CW fanatic. | love itand totell
you the truth, | wouldn't change it for anything in the world.
| believe | enjoy CW as much as | dotoday because ofthose
people whom | encountered at the beginning, people who
were willing to slow down and take the time to give me the
encouragement that | so much needed.
In our hobby, we have more than enough time to enjoy fast
code anytime and anywhere on the bands. Please, for the
sake of CW and those who are new to the hobby, take the

time and get the hams interested in CW by getting on the
Novice segments once in a while”.
| have been preaching this for years Carl and thank you for
adding your voice to the argument.

THE LASTWORD FROM NMN
Harry, GWBPNC listened regularly to NMN, the US
coastguard station in Chesapeake Bay and proffers their
final message on 1 April:
NMN =010001Z APR 95 fm cogard comscant Chesapeake
VA/NMN to all = USCG now closing down continuous HF
watch ceasing all Morse Code ops in the HF band and as
we conclude our watch we wish the Maritime community
fairwinds and following seas = We are proud of our tradition
and long standing service to the mariner on Morse Code
beginning 1991 withthe revenue cutter service experimenting
with Morse as a means to communicate on land and sea
tothe first Morse Code radio installed aboard cutter Grant
in 1983 = Our original commission was to receive distress
reports but since 1982 the CG has faithfully and diligently
listened for and responded to hundreds of thousands of
calls from mariners in need of assistance position wx nav
orsafety info= Overtheyears we have provided the mariner
with safety and nav warnings over HF CW and rcvd vessel
location updates = We will feel a sense of loss with the
passing of CW and a fast and precise key will be replaced
with computer modes and auto alarms = The special
occasion and excitement enjoyed by cw operators cannot
beduplicated.
Harry's hand leaves gives me a small problem but | think
| have it right. The message terminated with:
But CW has run its course and we look forward to serving
youonthe nextgeneration of comm systems viathe GMDNS
=Wishingyou 73 and what God hathwrought + VAde NMN.
Thank-you Harry.

SATELLITES GALORE
| recently received a circular from G7HIA together with a
small booklet describing the new P3D due for launchAPR/
95. The launching of satellites has to be paid for by the
users. UK amateurs have already contributed substantially
towards the construction of the Phase 3 D box of tricks
(£110.90) and Amsat UK along with other organisations are
keento boostthe funds towards the £600.000 costof launch.
These are the figures presented though | have a feeling
there is a missing zero somewhere.
December next year should see the demise of Oscar 13.
A variety of factors such as the time of launch and the
orbital orientation, resulted in an unfavourable orbital
configuration that has subsequently become better
understood. Oscar 13 is in a decaying orbit and will soon
start to experience atmospheric drag at perigee (heck |
have had that condxnforyears) and thus end its operational
lifetime prematurely. Future projects are designed to take
into account the features that caused this untimely
declination. The first satellite of the Phase 3 series was to
belaunched on 23 March 198@. Due to the failure of thefirst
stage of the Ariane-L@2 rocket, the launch was not
successful and the rocket fell into the pond together with
the satellite P3-A.
Immensefinancial and human efforts came to fruition with
the launch three years later of the successor, PE@B, on 16
June/83 which even today circles our earth as Oscar-18.
As a consequence of a collision with the final stage of the
Ariane rocket, AO-1@ did notreach its designated orbit and
remained stuck at 28 Deg inclination but this did not affect
normal operation via the satellite.
P3D differs from its predecessors due to its size. The
satellite is approx 1@ times as large and four times as
heavy as AO-13. With solar panels extended, it has a
diameter of almost 6 metres. It will have alaunch weight of
near half aton compared to the 148KG of AO-13. At the
beginning of its life expectancy, the extendible solar panels
will provide peak electrical power of nearly 608 Watts
enablingitto sport more powerful txs thanits predecessors.
The operating module (Rudak) will support in addition to
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