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SUBS
Cheques etc. to FISTS C.W. CLUB.
N. America to WZ8C, others to HQ.
UK: £5, EEC: £6, Europe: £7
N. America: $17.50. others: £10.
LISTS
Call v Name/Number: Stamp
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NETS
Sunday 0930 & 1430 on 7029. GOIIK (GXO0IPX/P)
US 0100Z on 14058
Wednesday: US Newt 0100z on 14058
Thursday 2000 on 3550/7029 GOIIM(GX0IPX/P)
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 15mins
us SAE.

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

LISTINGS and BADGES
Up-dated listings and badges may be obtained from HQ or WZ8C. For listings,
SAE plus current stamp. Badges,£1.50 or (via WZ8C) $3.50 US.

WOTTA YEAR
Greetings people. Sorry | am a wee bit adrift with this letter but
there is virtually no chance of despatching a December letterin
time to beat the ever lengthening postal deadline so it was
considered easier to combine November and December into
one letter.
The cost and chore of writing out over 1,000 cards leaves me
with little altemative than to wish you all a very memy Christmas
and the sincere wishes for your good health, wealth and happi-
ness for the coming year. If the growth we have experienced in
recent years is anything to go by then 1993 is gonnabe a helluva
year for yours truly. Mind you, we could sure do with some
improvement over 1992 which has seen the world plunge into a
recession of alarming depth. Over here in the UK, a virtual
devaluation of some 17% means higher import costs and the
bulk of the amateur kit here is imported so | reckon it must have
been a lean year for the dealers.
It was hoped to include an appraisal of the GW key but as of the
time of writing, the promised sample has not yet made an
appearance. This item sank into obscurity over the past few
years and the maker has beenrunto earth by thediligence of one
of our SWLs. From all accounts it's gonna be a good one so |
await the sample with interest.
On a personal level, | have managed to spend a little more time
on the air and it always gives me a kick to renew acguaintance
with halting and pedantic brass pounders who now retumn with
greatly increased confidence. | don't want to crow about it but as
far back as 1987 | was forecasting just this sort of movement to
some of my friends who did not share my confidence that the
club would have much effect. they be? Forty
metresis full of GO stations dislaying no smalldegree of dexterity
and a passion for Morse that is causing delighted noises from
hundreds of old timers and | do not even blush these days when
| claim that much of this enlightened attitude is due to the club.
My thanks to all of you for your continued support.
An unidentified station called me on 40m recently and com-
plained that | was on the QRP frequency so "QSY LID". | hate to
indulge in arguments on the bands but in the face of such
rudeness | could do little other than to point out that the QRP
segment starts at 7030 and that since | was on 7.02905 and had
been forthe past hour he would perhaps be better looking to the
accuracy of his frequency readout or attending to the bandpass
of his receiver - both for preference. | am a great supporter of
QRP and go to some painsto avoid their segment but as with our
situation on 14058, the frequency belongs to whoever opens it
when it is not in use. If 14058 is in use, | usually go LF to the
nearest clear frequency since going HF would mean sitting on
the edge or even inside the QRP segment.
Now that winter has set in and the usual crop of gales are
beginning to sweep across the country, the awkward brigade
awakens and embarks upon the antenna work that they vowed
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they would do last spring. Hi. No names no pack drill but at least
three of our members are reported to have been swinging from
the gutters or balancing on an unsupported ladderin the teeth of
40 knot breezes. Was it always thus or is this some sort of
modern phenomena? Talking of antennas, G3LNC who has
hitherto been restricted to QRP with-an indoor antennais about
to retire from the job of warden and is planning at least an
inverted vee at his new QTH. Be nice to hear you with a bit of
punch mate. Don't know how this is going to affect his other
interest in life butlike many other club members, he is something
of afitness freak and thinks little of a ten mile run or the odd haif
marathon.

In a QSO on 40m recently, | heard from GOBNS (you will
remember that he was having problems with the Subscription
Services in Bristol) and he tells me that he has now received no
less than three hand-written validation documents but still lacks
the official computer generated version. This is what you get
when you institute bankers orders | guess but it was noticed that
the validation forthe club licencewasreceived in alittle over one
week of posting the cheque. Wonder if they read the article in
Keynote?

I'm rambling again - shut up Geo and get on with the letter.

BEGINNERS NET
Ask and thou shalt receive. | have already had a couple of nice
offers to continue where Elaine left off but it was pointed out that
there is something about a net which is intimidating to the
beginner and that a format such as a QSO party would be
preferred. Since a number of members have expressed interest
in a slow speed net, they would doubtless appreciate this more
informal arrangement and for EU and the UK, | would like to
suggest 7.027 to 7.029 and 3.540 to 3.550. | will endeavour to

_make GX0IPX available periodically during the evenings either

direct from HQ or /P from interested parties. If those who
responded to the original request for a net would like to specify
a particularday and time segment then we will make the club call
available to you. If members would check these frequencies at
times convenient to themselves and perhaps cali CQ FISTS at
their own speed (or at about 15wpm forthe more able members)
a pattem will soon be established and you will all find it much
easier to dig out like minded members. As a matter of interest,
the preferred time slot appears to be between 1900 and 2200
and | wonder if this has anything to do with licensing hours? This
arrangement has the advantage that it does not tie any member
down to a specific frequency for a fixed period of time with the
possible disappointment of a negative response. One offer
came from G0JJQ and lvy, vetting the letters for me as normal,
remarked upon the good fortune that your parents did not decide
on the name of Matthew - keep your trigger finger working
Wayne. Hi. The idea of the QSO party came from t'other side of
the pond where, says John (WB9CIS) the format is used with
great success. | have been thinking in terms of some sort of a
ladder John and during the next fewweeks, we will be investigat-
ing the possibilities further.
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PADDLE CONVENTIONS

FromJim, GODCH, a query not often encountered. The conven-
tion for the paddles of an iambic keyer is dot to thumb and dash
to finger. One of our Russian friends demonstrated that he was
adept with the reverse of this also and insisted that since the dot
paddle demanded more flexibility, the fingerwas better equipped
todo this. The onlything | can suggest Jimis thatyou play around
with it and if you feel you are more comfortable with the dots on
the finger then so be it. Remember though that in the event you
are using someone else's keyer, you may have difficulties
although physically reversing the leads is but a small problem
and many modem keyers thoughtfully offer this facility as
routine. A good pair of paddles is a worthwhile investment Jim
though the QRK on some of 'em makes my blood run cold. Our
Bill, GOJWB, still has a few pairs of my heavy duty jobs on one
side so if you feel inclined, drop the lad a line. Home brewed
paddles are great as long as you are satisfied with the perform-
ance. They need not be mechanically sophisticated. One ex-
tremely smooth pair | encountered was constructed using
nothing more than a pair of common or garden tweezers, sprung
open slightly more than the norm and tipped with bits of plastic
strip which had been cut, scored, folded and then glued. Whilst
silverto silver contact is desirable, it is not strictly necessary and
dotanddash contacts were nothing more thanthe heads of small
brass screws passing through the base and located inside the
arms of the tweezers. It worked like a dream and such an
arrangement would not be difficult to fit with a tension system for
optimum feel. Glue the whole schebang to a heavy metal orslate
base with Araldite and you could well have something which you
would not swap for much of the expensive kit currently on the
market. Whilst on the subject of paddies, there seems to be an
impression going around that FISTS is a dedicated pump handle
group. As you know, nothing could be further from the truth and
in the interests of clarity and good code, even keyboards are
tolerated for those whose arthritic bones will not permit the
required flexibility. | hark back to my days in the Royal Navy
where the old "pussers brass pounder" whilst pleasantly de-
signed, was an instrument of torture if you were required to send
a couple of hundred groups of cypher. If someone were to tum
up on watchwith a bug key he faced consequences ranging from
withdrawal of leave privileges to castration but | am sure that if
this restriction had been relaxed, there would have been fewer
cases of glass arm for the vet to treat. Hi.

RSGB AFFILIATION
Talk about being in a cleft stick. Overthe past few years, | have
had members resigning because | dared to criticise the RSGB
and now | have at least one member who indicates that he would
rather resign than live with the thought that even a minuscule
portion of his subs are being used to support the Society. | have
no doubt that many of you feel strongly that the RSGB is the
greatest thing since sliced bread whilst there is possibly an even
larger camp who despise them for one or more reasons.
Everyone is of course entitled to his or her opinion on the matter
but the fact is that | seek to provide as many advantages as
possible for you all and if affiliation with the RSGB offers such
advantages then so be it. This does not mean that we are under
any obligation to support the society in everything they do; far
fromit, if criticism is due then this will be forthcoming but you will
be aware that | do not sit back quietly and permit every good
move the Society makes to go unmarked.
FISTS is about the promotion of Morse and it really should make
no difference whether we are affiliated to the RSGB or the
Ethiopian Round House.
Let me put you in the picture. Up to the time of affiliation, | had
amassed some 2,000 QSL cards which | was unable to send to
the bureau because | knew that they would be either destroyed
or retumned since the call displayed did not appear on a list of
members. One of our members, learning of this, offered to pay
the subs out of his own pocket and casting my mind back it
occurred to me that this offerwas made by at leastthree different
members. The only way to gain access to the bureau and do the
honourable thing by those stations who were clearly anxious for
a card was to subscribe to the running of it. We are all in
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agreement that the RSGB subs are extortionate but the bureau
at least cannot function on fresh air and to make use of it without
supporting it would be at once self-seeking and avaricious.
There are many other advantages of being associated with the
Society which will be evident in due course but it is clearly better
to be in a position to influence policy from the inside rather than
to stand on the side lines and knock the only organisation which
can (not necessarily does) represent the interests of all UK
amateurs.

One of the advantages to this arrangement is that those of you
who are unable to maintain the RSGB membership subscrip-
tions will be able to specify QSL VIA GX0IPX and your cards will
subsequently arrive here for immediate distribution with your
news letter and | took the trouble to confirm this with the Society
earlier. However, unless you are able to make arrangements to
reciprocate then it is a little one-sided. For those of you who are
RSGB members however, it will mean a much faster service
since the club will naturally be receiving a large number of QSLs
on a regular basis which has got to be better than having to wait
until your envelopes are up to weight.

P.R.O. AND EUCW REP

| received a letter from Angie GOHGA indicating that she would
liketo take a more active partinthe club and offered to take over
thejobof P.R.O. ifthe existing officer was agreeable. Since she
already represents the G-QRP club and has many "useful"
contacts within the European organisations, | sought the opinion
of Ron (G3INA) on the matter. He is prepared to hand over the
torch to Angie who has agreed to my proposition that we could
get two PROs for the price of one if she would be prepared to
liaise with Ron on any matters demanding a response. Just why
Angie feels that she should shoulder more of the weight is not
quite clear since she is by far the most prolific sponsor the club
has got. G'luck lass and VMT.

RUBBER STAMPS AND BLANK QSL CARDS

To date, some 20 orders have been received for the rubber
stamps and are being processed. They appear to be very
popularand, if you choose, the logo may be removed with a kraft
knife and the stamps can be used to overprint your call and
number on the blank QSL cards. | still have a limited number of
these in the original blue on blue format at £2.50 per 100
including postage but on exhaustion of these, they are red on
yellow at £2.75 per 100. We have metal plates made up for the
QSL cards and | can bring up the stock to the tune of 10,000 at
a time under fairly short notice since one of our members is the
professional printer who does the job.

THE NOTTINGHAM CONVENTION

I'm sorry folks but we really do need a lot more commitment for
the proposed "silly weekend". Our Ron has done a great job
organising his end of this and although | am confident it will be
well attended, the opportunity of a glorious get together is one
which must surely be worthy of consideration. The first yearis of
prime importance because once we demonstrate the possibility
of alarge attendance, we are in a position to negotiate deals with
the local hotels or motels. | need to be sure that at least 30 rooms
will be demanded before we can start to dictate terms so
PLEASE, have a chat with your XYL or OM about this and let me
know your intention so that | can have something solid to work
on.

THE STRAWBERRY BASKET
| have a sneaking feeling that a few letters may have been
misplaced this month. Fact is that | started this article before but
I'm hanged if | can find the file so | hope | have not offended
anyone. We start off with a note from one who is curious about
the proposed gathering at Nottingham. Joyce would dearly like
to attend but I must confess that up to now we have had little
positive response. More in another item but like so many other
members, she donates part of her valuable time to tutoring
others. So many of our members who have come to appreciate
Sam's legacy are anxious to pass on the benefits to others and
this is surely the demarcation line between FISTS and other
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