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Sec: E. (Geo) Longden, G3ZQS. 119 Cemetery Rd., DARWEN, BB3 2LZ, England. 01254-703948
E-Mail: fistl @compuserve.com

OFFICES

QSL Manager: GOFRL. Bob Lowe

PO Box 190. BOLTON. BL1 4UL.

U.S. Rep: WZSC. Ms. Nancy Kott.

5450 Dichl Rd., METAMORA, MI148455
PRO: G4YLB. J.A. Welsh
3 Minster Cresc, DARWEN, BB3 3PY
CONTEST MANAGER: GM4BAE
Northbrae, Brookfield Cresc, STRANRAER, DG9 OHY

NETS
Sunday QRS 0900 (loc) 3.575 2E0AJS
US 0100Z on 14058
Tues: GCOIPX/P 1930 ON 3.558 (+/-)
Wed: US Net 0100z on 14058

Thurs: QRS 1900 (loc) on 3575. 2EQAJS
DX 14/21/28.058 on the hour for 15mins

Pse keep watch all Novice allocations

UK Net Controls use GX0IPX/P

Up-dated listings may be obtained from HQ. Full or US listing
3 2nd class stamps, EU 2 stamps. No envelope necessary. Lapel
Badges,£1.50 incl. Fabric patches £2.50 incl. QSL Cards £5.00
per 100 or £8.00 per 200 (UK and EU pse add £1.00 for p/p. DX
members - on advice. Personalised stickers £1.00 per sheet (65),
max order 5 sheets.

SUBS: UK £5.00, EEC £6.00, Non-EEC EU, £7.00. Others
£10.00.

Your renewal date appears on the mailing label and your antici-
pation would be much appreciated.

GREETINGS
It was most encouraging to check 80m in the evening and find
a goodly segment covered by wall-to-wall FISTS activity dur-
ing the SK weeek. There were a few surprise call signs in evi-
dence and indeed I logged a number of members for the first
time. We will have to get our heads together and see if we can
cou:ie up with more events of a similar nature since all partici-
pants expressed delight at the support and friendship they en-
Joyed during the period.
During the SKW, I happened upon Colin, GOSDA, who was
struggling manfully and indeed winning the battle with his
straight key despite the effects of a stroke. Well done mate. In
the same event, Peter, G4LHI advised on an improving condi-
tion with his good lady and G4KLf reported that both he and
Mary, GOBQV, would be in attendance at the CW camp the
following weekend as volunteer testexaminers. Gerald, G3IMCK
turned up with a Bendix straight key which had something of a
volatile history and was, for the first time in 50 years, control-
ling the business end of a transmitter. Most of the QSOs were
short ‘n sweet but a few minutes is all that is needed to extract
some useful info.
My sincere thanks to Roma which I am sure, will be echoed by
all our W/S members, for her wonderful job of transcribing the
newsletter to tape and distributing it for so many years. It was
ageing and suspect recording kit which caused her to seek a
replacement reader and not her enthusiasm for the service. The
reins have been grasped by George, GM4HYF, who not only
has access to the necessary multiple recording gear but also has
wide experience in this field.
There is still a little confusion afoot which, whilst of only minor
inconvenience is nevertheless just that. ALL SUBS and request
for QSL cards, labels, badges and listings here to HQ please
- not to Bob, GOFRL. Bob handles the inter-club QSL bureau
and isalso AWARDS manager so claims for awards to Bob also.
As has been mentioned before, If you are paying your subs and
you also have a batch of QSL cards to forward then by all means
send ‘em to me. Bob will pick them up when he collects the
Keynote envelopes but otherwise, they will be dealt with a lot
faster if sent direct to him. Depends on just when Bob receives
the cards of course but one member recently remarked that he
received a QSL (inserted in Keynote envelope) only three days
after the QSO. Also - and 1 am sorry to keep on about this -
PLEASEPLEASEPLEASE....nomatter what it concerns, subs,
listings or whatever, INCLUDE YOUR CALLSIGN (or as-
signed SWL number) with all submissions.
Aintitamazing? You just can’t seem to find some members and
when they finally do end up in your log they turn out to be in
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foreign parts. Bumped into Keith, G3KFY signing /I3 where he
was running portable. Lousy condx Keith but we made it. Hi.
I have received a sharp reminder that I am being singularly
unkind to our overseas members. To make ammends for at least
one lump of confusion last month, a Tyke is someone who hails
from Yorkshire. As much as it may sound so, it is not a deroga-
tory label and you will find many such good folks happily de-
scribing themselves as ‘Tykes’

DATA AND THE POWER LINES
The scheme to utilise power lines for data transfer, Internet
access etc, has been abandoned.
Says David, G3ZPH, “They blame it on lack of interest and the
power companies not moving fast enough, but that’s just a face-
saving exercise. My PhD type mate reckoned it was a non-
starter right off, but whatever.....there's one less form of crud to
contend with in the future”.
I must confess to a brief feeling of ‘hoorah’ when I heard about
this. It was a crazy idea to begin with but just imagine your next
door neighbour using the same supply line to send data that you
are using to power your rig when there is a very weak signal
almost below noise, and what is your modest CW output gong
to do to his e-mail?. Horrific. Someone would be making a
bomb from very special filters I guess. Hi.

TELEPHONE SCAM
I am warned by W4/G4BKI (Paul) via a large circular address
that there is a scam running and should you fall for it, you will
find it very costly.
Seemingly you couldreceive amessage via e-mail or your pager
if you have one, intimating the need for an urgent reply to a
number with a US area code of 809. This can be used as a pay-
per-call number (similar to US 900 numbers with an equivalent
in the UK and other countries.
This means that you could be charged at perhaps $25.00 per
minute and you can bet that when you do respond, someone is
going to try and keep you on line as long as possible to build up
the charges.
No good bitching to your phone company. Their job is to supply
you with the wherewithall to communicate with whichever
number you choose.
In a similar vein, you will probably be aware of dubious adver-
tisements offering ‘sex chats’. Some of these are local (you will
find ‘em in the small adds of some newspapers) whilst others are
based somewhere in the Carribean. All of them rake ina goodly
profit from the phone companies for each call made. Use your
phone with care!

THE RN AND CODE

From Brian, G3DCO, “Thought that you might find the follow-
ing of interest. While watching a telecast from East Timor a
picture was shown of a Royal Navy warship and on the bridge
clearly visible was a Wren sending a message using a 10 inch
signal lamp, To whom do they communicate and does this mean
that shore stations still use Morse Code?”

Visual signalling, including signal lamps and semaphore, have
always provided individual ships in a fleet or between ships off-
shore and coastal bodies with the most secure form of commu-
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