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FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

Rob G4LMW meets 
novelist William Horwood 
 

John G0RDO’s favourite 
straight keys 

 
Reviews of the DinKey, 
TS-590S and Vibroplex 

Code Warrior Junior 
 
 

... and more besides! 

Club Goals 
 
 Further the use of CW 
 Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
 Engender friendships among members 

“Accuracy transcends speed, 
courtesy at all times.” 

 
“When you’ve worked a FISTS, 

you’ve worked a friend.” 

Website:  www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

William Horwood (left) and Rob G4LMW (right) 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk


CableTidy for Vibroplex keys 
This is a series of 4 PC Boards and 
cables to greatly simplify and tidy 
up the cable connections of the 
shown VIBROPLEX keys. 
 
The cables are 1 metre long and are 
terminated in a standard metal 6.4 
mm stereo plug as found on most 
rigs.  A 3.5 mm stereo plug cable 
can be supplied if REQUESTED. 
 
The boards are double sided plated 
through and Silver plated.  
Red in colour to match the Vibroplex red paddle keys however there is now a BLACK 
version for the VIBROPLEX ORIGINAL BUG models. 
The Rig cable is screened and flexible. 
 
The keys are shown for demonstration ONLY and are NOT included in the price. 
You are purchasing the PC Board of choice and its Key to Rig cable. 
All models inclusive of post costs are £20.00 or at a discount price of £18.00 for FISTS 
members (please quote your callsign when ordering). 
 

Isoterm Interfaces 

 

This is a range of radio-computer interfaces, available with a 5% discount for FISTS 
members.  For further information and pricing, visit www.g3liv.co.uk 

Mr J Melvin 
2 Salters Court, Gosforth 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 5BH 

Web: www.g3liv.co.uk 
Email: johnny.g3liv@gmail.com 
Tel: 0191 2843028 

ALL products can be viewed at  www.g3liv.co.uk   For reviews, see 
www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689 and www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456 

PSK31 Isoterm Multicon 
USB 

Isoterm Multimode 
interface 

DATA Isoterm 
Traveller 

PSK31 Isoterm Dual 
Deluxe 

http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
mailto:johnny.g3liv@gmail.com
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-6.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-5.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-8.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-4.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-7.htm
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Key Note is the magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
Except where stated, please send any letters to: 
 FISTS 
 PO Box 6743 
 Tipton 
 DY4 4AU 
 
Contacting us by email / telephone: 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 
 
For help with subscriptions and membership applications, please contact the 
Membership Secretary: 
 
Membership Secretary Email: members@fists.co.uk 
 
To arrange Slow Morse contacts, please contact: 
 
John  Griffin  M0CDL Email: qrs@fists.co.uk 
 
Please send material for inclusion in Brasspounder to the Activity Manager: 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email: activities@fists.co.uk 
 
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
 Tel: 01902 338973 
 
To order items or to ask questions about club sales, please contact: 
 
Anne Webb Email: sales@fists.co.uk 
 
For questions about awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email: fistsawards@gmail.com 
4658 Capitan Drive 
Fremont, CA  
94536-5448 
USA 
 
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldron  M0BLT Email: forum@fists.co.uk 
 
For help, suggestions and comments on the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: webmaster@fists.co.uk 
 
FISTS Overseas FISTS Down Under: www.fistsdownunder.org 
 FISTS East Asia: www.feacw.net 
 FISTS North America: www.fists.org 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org
http://www.feacw.net
http://www.fists.org


Page 4 

QSL Bureau www.fists.co.uk/buro 
 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  buro@fists.co.uk 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU 
 
Please write FISTS and the member number of the station you contacted at the 
top left of the QSL card. 
The bureau can also accept cards to be sent to members of RSGB, RSARS, 
RAFARS, RNARS and G-QRP.  Please write the organisation name at the top left. 
 
Incoming QSL cards for UK members:  These are handled by the QSL Bureau 
Sub-managers.  Please send them your stamped, self-addressed envelopes: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP 

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
John Griffin  M0CDL 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB 

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  M6PHL 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Paul Webb  M0BMN 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 

Incoming QSL cards for Eu & DX members:  Please send postage and not enve-
lopes—contact Rob M0BPT (details at top of page) for more information. 
 
 
Please donate used stamps 
Chuck M0AVW collects used stamps for charities.  When you’ve received your 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him: 
 
Chuck M0AVW, 32 Woodford Walk, Harewood Park, Thornaby  TS17 0LT  
 
Thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/buro
mailto:buro@fists.co.uk
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Editorial Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
Welcome to this edition of Key Note. 
 
Over the past months, my thoughts have turned to the history of radio 
and its associated developments, experiments, etc. over the years, by 
professional and amateur radio enthusiasts alike. 
 
These thoughts came along after viewing the excellent production of 
Sandy G0VQW on his “You Tube” Channel, entitled “Chas GW3SB” 
tinyurl.com/gw3sbvid where Chas reminisces about his radio life, hap-
penings, and that of his family over a period of time. 
 
Over the centuries, the bulk of our knowledge has been passed down, 
either orally, or by the written word; but now we have this medium 
where, our peers can reminisce, and record their memories in an audio 
visual way for us all to share!  Not wanting to sound somewhat dour, but 
when the individual(s) are no longer with us, a wealth of memories are 
lost forever. 
 
To visit an individual who has memories to share, and record them, and 
even produce an archive on our website for others to view would be a 
perfect way for future generations of radio amateurs to see/hear their 
predecessors in a medium that they're familiar with. 
 
So, to continue in G0VQW’s example, would anyone like to be a part of 
this project?  Either to actually visit agreeable OT's, OOT's or any senior 
amateur and record their thoughts?  And to OT's, OOT's, senior ama-
teurs, would you like to have your memories preserved for others to 
view, dare I say it, for posterity? 
 
I'm quite certain that many of us will know of or even be acquainted with 
such a person in their locale; so why not ask to pay a visit and ask if 
they'd be prepared to be the subject of such a recording? 
If this is of interest to you, contact me by email: 
m0bpt@yahoo.co.uk 
Or write to me via: 
 FISTS, P.O. Box 6743, Tipton DY4 4AU. 
Enjoy this edition of Key Note. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/g0vqw
http://tinyurl.com/gw3sbvid
mailto:m0bpt@yahoo.co.uk
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Addendum: Summer Key Note  
 
We’ve been asked to include the following comments relating to articles 
in the Summer Key Note: 
 
How CW Saved a Life 
Dimiter Petrov LZ1AF, #416, author of the article, has asked that anyone 
who was involved please contact him by email: 
dimiter.petrov73@yahoo.com. 
 
New Product: QRSS FSK/CW Beacon Transmitter Kits 
Dennis G6YBC from Kanga Products has asked us to include the URL for 
the Hans Summers QRSS Beacon Kit that the Kanga kit is based on: 
www.hanssummers.com/qrsskit. 
 
Kanga Products has now added a beacon for 10m to the range. 

QSL Bureau: Outgoing cards  
 
When sending QSL cards to the FISTS QSL bureau, please remember to 
write on them where they are going, specifically FISTS and member num-
ber for FISTS members 
or for other clubs, the 
club name e.g.: 
 
This helps save time and 
ensures the cards reach 
the intended station; if 

Winter Key Note 
 
First, a note of thanks to everyone who has sent in articles for Key Note—
it’s very much appreciated. 
 
The deadline for the Winter Key Note will be the 15th of November.  
Please take some time and send in your articles, photographs and letters.  
They can be emailed to keynote@fists.co.uk or sent by post to FISTS, PO 

Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU.  If you can’t meet the date, there’s always the 
Spring edition to write for! 

mailto:dimiter.petrov73@yahoo.com
http://www.kanga-products.co.uk/
http://www.hanssummers.com/qrsskit
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
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Event Calendar Available online at www.fists.co.uk/events 

Members worldwide are welcome to join in FISTS activities, regardless of 
which FISTS chapter runs them.  Details of the FOC QSO Party and FOC 
Straight Key weekend are available on pages 25 and 26. 
There is a brief version of the calendar at the top right of the website 
home page www.fists.co.uk and a full one at www.fists.co.uk/events 

First day Last day Event Times 

Wed 28 Sep Wed 26 Oct T32C DXpedition to Kiritimati  

Sat 08 Oct  FISTS NA Fall Sprint 1700-2100 UTC 

Sun 09 Oct  FISTS Eu Ladder 1400-1600 UTC and 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 22 Oct Sun 23 Oct FOC QSO Party (FOCQP) 0000-2359 UTC 

Sat 22 Oct  GQRP Convention Rishworth UK 1000 BST 

Sun 23 Oct  FISTS Eu Ladder 1400-1600 UTC and 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 13 Nov  FISTS Eu Ladder 1400-1600 UTC and 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 27 Nov  FISTS Eu Ladder 1400-1600 UTC and 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 11 Dec  FISTS Eu Ladder 1400-1600 UTC and 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 25 Dec  FISTS Eu Ladder 1400-1600 UTC and 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 31 Dec Sun 01 Jan FOC Straight Key Weekend 0000-2359 UTC 

it’s not there, we assume the cards are intended for RSGB members and 
will forward them to the RSGB bureau. 
 
We can accept outgoing cards for members of FISTS, RSGB, RSARS, 
RAFARS, RNARS and G-QRP. 
With the exception of the RSGB, we have a 2-way arrangement with the 
above bureaus, i.e. RSGB members cannot send cards to FISTS members 
via the RSGB bureau. 
 
Details of the QSL bureau are on page 4 and on the website at 
www.fists.co.uk/buro.  If you have any questions, please feel free to con-
tact the QSL Bureau Manager, Rob M0BPT buro@fists.co.uk. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/events
http://www.fists.co.uk/
http://www.fists.co.uk/events
http://www.t32c.com/
http://www.fists.org/sprints.html
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.co.uk/news.html#news299
http://www.gqrp.com/rishworth.htm
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.co.uk/news.html#news296
http://www.fists.co.uk/buro
mailto:buro@fists.co.uk
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FISTS Award Winners  
 
Hearty congratulations to the following FISTS Award winners: 
 
John 2E0JCY, #13253  Millionaire Award 
Bert F6HKA, #14577 Diamond Century Award 
 
FISTS Awards are included in your membership.  Details of the awards 
and how to apply for them are sent out to new members and are also 
available on the website: www.fists.co.uk/awards. 

Membership Report Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Family Memberships 
Here’s a reminder that FISTS members can enrol 
members of their family who are living at the 
same address.  Each family member will be allo-
cated their own FISTS member number.  There is 
no additional cost for this.  For members with 
postal subscriptions, we send one copy of Key 
Note to the address.  If family members are nomi-
nated when a member first joins, we will include additional membership 
certificates in their membership pack. 
 
Affiliated Clubs 
Clubs can also be affiliated with FISTS and allocated a FISTS member 
number.  There is no cost involved; the only requirement is that at least 
one member of the club is a paid-up member of FISTS.  Having affiliated 
club callsigns on the air makes it more fun for the participants in FISTS 
activities and awards. 

Graham G3ZOD 

Silent Keys 
I’m very sorry to report that the following members are Silent Keys: 

265 G3AHS Dawson 
535 GM0HLP Iain 
623 G3LTV Bill 
6452 G0WKS Eric  
8341 G3HJF Jim 
8399 G3JJG Gerry 

http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
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Changes of address, email or callsign 
Please remember to let me know of any changes to your email, postal 
address or callsign (contact details on page 3). 
 
Subscriptions 
Unfortunately we have had to stop accepting member subscriptions sent 
as bank transfers from non-UK banks.  This is because the majority of the 
payment goes into the bank’s pocket as bank charges.  Also, although 
sending cash (GBP or EUR) through the post is possible, we advise against 
it and cannot accept responsibility if cash “goes for a walk” while in the 
postal system. 
 
Where’s my Key Note?!?! 
If there are problems receiving either the paper or “digital” Key Note, 
please let me know so I can investigate (contact details on page 3). 

New Members 
Welcome to the following new members: 

*Telford and District Amateur Radio Society www.tdars.org.uk 

15546 G0LRP Peter 
15547 M0TNX Kev 
15548 G6KMQ Chris 
15549 G8SKG G0MJJ Len 
15551 GM4WZG Bernie 
15552 G0DDX Geoff 
15553 M6GAH George 
15554 G3ZME GP3ZME TDARS* 
 G6ZME G3Z  
15555 G4MLB Roger 
15556 2E0LDJ Leigh 
15557 G3LIV Johnny 
15558 EI5EE Harvey 
15559 OH2MGA Sam 
15560 M0CCA Steve 
15561 G7JMZ John 

15562 GW0GIQ Bill 
15563 M0DJF Dave 
15564 MM0BQN John 
15565 G4SGX Iain 
15566 MM0DXH Jim 
15567 G0JBR Eric 
15568 2E0BCD Barry 
15569 EI2IF Peadar 
15570 MM0LBX John 
15571 G4NVB David 
15572 2E1GJN Martin 
15573 2E1GJO Sandy 
15574 CN2JV Don 
15575 MW0IAN Ian 
15576 M6WAV Alan 
15577 OE6KYG Klaus 

http://www.tdars.org.uk/
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Telford Hamfest 
 
We had a stand at the Telford Hamfest (September), with Paul M0BMN, 
Rob M0BPT, John M0CDL and Graham G3ZOD there.  We had a good 
time meeting and chatting with members and non-members while we 
were there. 
 
On the next page, the left hand photograph shows John M0CDL having 
fun with Paul’s “Test your Morse” straight key/oscillator/computer set 
up.  The nearby box of sweets seemed to be a centre of attention too! 
 
The right hand photograph shows the other side of our stand, with a col-
lection of small SDR radios at the bottom left and various club items to 

Rob G4LMW meets William Horwood  
 
William Horwood, the best-selling 
novelist and author of books such as 
Duncton Wood and The Boy With No 
Shoes, asked if FISTS could help him 
with information about Morse code 
and radio as part of his research for a 
future book in his Hyddenworld se-
ries. 
 
As a result, a meeting was set up at 
the home of Rob Thomson, G4LMW, 
so that Rob could discuss and dem-
onstrate the use of Morse code.  Afterwards, William wrote “Very many 
thanks for your patience yesterday and marvellous explanation of all 
things Morse.  I certainly got enough info to get some clear directions for 
my research and proceed with that part of the writing sensibly.”. 
 
Rob was delighted to be presented by William with a signed copy of his 
recently published Awakening, the latest book in the Hyddenworld series. 
 
For more information about William Horwood and his work, please visit 
his website www.williamhorwood.co.uk. 

William Horwood (left) and Rob G4LMW 
(right) in Rob’s shack 

http://www.williamhorwood.co.uk/
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the right.  Sat behind the table is Mrs G3ZOD, prior to leaving to visit a 
museum in this historic area of England. 

John M0CDL on the key at Telford Mrs G3ZOD guarding our table at Telford 

Dawson Thompson, G3AHS #265, Silent Key  
 
We were very sad to hear that Dawson, G3AHS 
passed away on 21st September, 2011.  He was on 
the air until some weeks before and had partici-
pated earlier in the year at the age of 90 in the 
FISTS Exchange Your Age Week. 
 
Dawson was extremely well known to members on 
80m and will be very much missed.  Our thoughts 
go out to his family and friends. 
 
Thank you to Newbury and District Radio Amateur 
Radio Society (NDARS) for allowing us to include 
the photograph. 

Dawson Thompson, 
G3AHS 
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My Favourite Straight Keys John G0RDO, #6459 
 
I have been an avid (mad) collector of 
Morse keys for quite some time now, 
and I am often asked what my favour-
ite straight keys are.  I always answer 
that it is hard to narrow it down as 
there are so many.  But thinking about 
it, and if I divide keys into separate sec-
tions, say “Best Straight Keys to Use”, 
“Most Impressive Straight Keys Visu-
ally”, “Straight Keys with an interesting 
history”, I could come up with a personal list of favourite straight keys.  
So here we go. 
 
Best Straight Keys To Use 
Well any key with overhead contacts at the back of the key I find to per-
form pretty well, that includes such gems as the Swedish pump keys, the 
big Navy Nato key NS No5085, various UK coast station keys, and even 
some of the little WT8Amp military keys with rear overhead contacts. 
Hard to pick a top three, but after ages of operating dozens of keys, hum-
ming and hah-ing, here goes: 
 
 
3rd place goes to the Norwegian 
Elektrisk Bureau Key.  
 
Norwegian EB Marine Key "a/s 
ELEKTRISK BUREAU OSLO", circa 
1950s.  A joy to use and fine looking 
with its clear plastic cover.  In my 
opinion one of the finest straight 
keys in the world. 
 
2nd place is the Danish Amplidan marine key. 
These Amplidan model 50713 keys were supplied with installations on 
Danish vessels and shore stations. Nice smooth feel and steady as a rock 

John G0RDO 

Norwegian Elektrisk Bureau key 
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with its weight of around 
1kg (over 2lb) and length of 
220mm (9”). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st place has to go to the 
truly magnificent Marconi 
P.S.No213A Coast Station Key. 
 
The Marconi P.S.No213A 
coast station key. What can I 
say. Almost effortless sending 
on this large key and it looks 
good too, plus used at marine 
radio coast stations in the UK 
and around the World from 
the 1930’s till the early 1980’s ! 
Get hold of one and – you’ll probably never let go !  
 
Now on to the Most Impres-
sive Straight Key Visually. 
There is only one for me - the 
GPO Single Current Incre-
ment Key. 
 
A six terminal key, this one 
with serial number 0000. This 
type of key is known as a Sin-
gle Current Increment key - a 

Amplidan 50713 key 

Marconi P.S.No213A Coast Station key 

GPO Single Current Increment key 
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key used for altering the strength of the current in a Quadruplex system.  
Note the six terminals in all and no Send/Receive switch.  The glass 
topped cover is unusually held in place by two small screws. Similar in 
appearance to the GPO Double Current key, and they are also a wonder 
to behold ! 
Every part (there are over 90 parts making up this key), including nuts 
and bolts and small wood screws, are stamped with a broad arrow. Obvi-
ously no expense spared on this marvellous key.  The only parts not 
stamped are the three springs !  Even the knob made of horn is stamped 
with the arrow.  (This particular key is a Development or Pattern key.  A 
master key in effect, hence the serial number and all parts stamped).  
 
Straight Key With An Interesting History. 
My vote goes to an ITT Marine Key. 
 
This marvellous ITT Marine Key 
was used at Niton Radio Coast 
station on the Isle Of Wight 
(GNI) and was in use right up 
to the final day on October 
23rd 1987 when the CW dis-
tress watch ceased from Niton.  
Niton Radio, Isle Of Wight, U.K. 
opened in 1909 and finally 
closed completely in 1997.  
This very key can be seen in a 
newspaper article at the hands of Radio Operator Martin Elson on Friday 
October 23rd, 1987, the final day of CW watch for Niton Radio. 
Note the modification to this key with the addition of a round tension 
adjuster on the top, plus a personalised knob insert. 
 
There are so many other keys that I like in some way or other, and I keep 
finding more.  That’s why I find telegraph key collecting such great fun.  
Now I am going to have to think about my favourite semi-automatic bug 
keys, Hi.  73 
 
John has a fascinating website featuring his key collection: www.morsemad.com 

ITT Marine key, used at Niton Radio 

http://www.coastalradio.org.uk/ukstations/niton/niton.html
http://www.morsemad.com/
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School Days  Sean W8OKN, #6459 
 
It’s back in time, as in WAY 
back.  We’re talking less than 2 
years after the USA pulled out 
of Vietnam.  It was some time 
ago. 
 
In those days, before I was li-
censed, my first ham receiver 
was an old tube era World War 
2 receiver.  It was functioning 
very well and was a pleasure to 
operate.  But now that I think 
about it, WW2 was only 31 years prior to 1976, and now, 1976 is 35 
years ago from today.  So at the time frame in which I’m referring to, the 
timeline to WW2 was shorter than the timeline in which I write about 
today.  That should help place things into perspective.  
 
At the prime age of 14, I regularly found myself listening to my dad’s Hal-
licrafters (S-125) shortwave radio (see photo below), which sat on the 

newly remodelled lime green 
kitchen counter.  On one Sunday 
afternoon, while listening to a Cu-
ban short-wave broadcast beaming 
in to northern Michigan, I dropped 
down the band (later I would learn 
that it was 40 meters), and I heard 
people chatting with each other 
from Illinois to Texas.  I had to ask, 

“Dad, who are these guys?”.  He explained, “Those are licensed radio op-
erators.”  I don’t exactly remember the date, but it was sometime in 
1976 and I became hooked, and I’ve been hooked ever since.  
 
Just a few days later, my dad came home with the news that one of the 
other teachers at the high school was a ham and he was very willing to 
help me pass my Novice test.  At this time in history, we had 5 classes of 

Sean W8OKN in his shack 

Hallicrafters S-125 receiver 
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licenses; Novice, Technician, General, Advanced and Extra.  This wonder-
ful teacher, Mr. Sanback, KD8BF, would become my personal ham radio 
teacher, mentor and encourager.  If it weren’t for him, I would have 
surely given up.  I will always be grateful to him. 
 
Brand new to electronics and applied math, I needed the encouragement 
and the help, and he was there to help me.  For me, the material didn’t 
come easily and passing the test took nearly a year of study.  Remember, 
this was before the Internet and before local libraries had “ham radio” 
study books.  I couldn’t call anyone to order my Novice license study 
book, or get online to take practice tests.  Those practice test, to my 
knowledge, didn’t exist.  In fact, a few years later, when practice tests 
became popular, they were considered highly controversial.  They were 
considered by many as a form of cheating! 
 
In addition to finding the right materials to study, so that I could pass the 
theory portion of the exam, I needed to figure out a way to learn code.  
As a castaway on the island of ham radio, in northern Michigan, where 
the closest ham could have been 20 miles away, and during a time when 
materials were tough to find, I quickly learned that I needed a buddy’s 
help and I needed it now.  And to my surprise, the solution was right in 
front of me.   
 
Shortly after learning that Mr. Sanback was my mentor, I also discovered 
that he was the actual owner of the WW2 receiver I had been using.  But 
one day, upon returning home from school, I found the radio gone from 
my bedroom.  I learned later that night, from my parents, that Mr San-
back had another potential ham radio student and he was the next re-
cipient of the WW2 radio receiver.  
My dad had forgotten to mention 
that he was just borrowing it so that I 
could learn some code.  But who was 
it that now had that radio?   Well, it 
took me a few more days to figure 
that one out, but I soon did. 
 
Just north of town, on a small lake BC-348 WW2 receiver 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BC-348


Page 17 

called Horseshoe Lake, my best friend and I hung out together, doing 
what his dad called, “gallivanting”.   Well, after looking that one up, I had 
to agree with him.  Jim and I just rode our bikes from place to place, look-
ing for pleasure (or trouble).  We were young and often bored.  It was 
during one of my summer trips to the lake that he and I decided to hang 
out in his house one afternoon.  You should have seen the surprise on my 
face when I saw that WW2 receiver in his basement.  Jim wanted to be a 
ham and although I considered us best friends, we never shared that 
with each other.  Who would have mentioned it? 
 
What Jim was about to learn, also, was that his WW2 receiver would 
soon disappear from his basement and find a permanent home in my 
bedroom, as soon as my dad had the opportunity to buy that receiver off 
of Mr. Sanback.  Thanks dad!  I always knew you were on my side.  In-
stantly, my best friend and I were at odds, but I had that old receiver 
back!   
 
Ironically, learning code never happened through the use of that radio.   
 
Learning code happened in a way that no one may have predicted, unless 
you really knew me.  It came as part of an extension of my childhood bad 
behavior and my propensity to be a gallivanter.  My drive to learn code 
was partly driven by my desire to eventually get my Novice ticket, sure, 
but it was also driven by my desire to speak freely to my best friend with-
out getting caught.  That way, I figured, I could now “speak” to my friend 
Jim in code, written in most cases, and have it take a great deal of time 
for any teacher to “decode” or decipher our message.   And communi-
cate, we did. 
 
We'd send message back and forth as school kids did.  But these mes-
sages were coded!  In using Morse, we felt that the likelihood of getting 
caught had diminished, with our new found secret methods.   Our mes-
sages were mostly harmless.  I'm sure we had one or two that could have 
landed us in the back room, near that dark teacher's conference area, 
where they smoked, cussed, and talked about troubled kids.   
 
We were young.   And since no one else in school our age knew code, we 
thought we were the young 007s of the day.  James Bond was my hero 
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and I now had something in common with him.  I was sending secret 
messages and getting away with it! 
 
Passing notes back and forth back to each other had a new twist from 
our “younger” perspective.  It was fun, exciting and daring.  We were get-
ting away with something sneaky.  Somehow, it was rewarding and 
caused our hearts to beat a little faster.  
 
And what was actually happening, whether I fully realized it or not?  I 
was learning Morse code and it was something I’d carry with me for the 
rest of my life.  Jim and I had a blast, messing around with notes in 
school, while learning the code for my new found ham radio hobby.  And 
now, that memory, is still here, all these years later.  My life was about to 
change and it was going to change in a permanent way, and I was just 
now starting to realize it.   Now, over 35 years later, I can see how those 
young daring days changed my life and made me a ham! 
 
As the Christmas Season approached, Jim and I continued to learn code.  
Even though we still hadn’t even picked up a code oscillator yet, we were 
able to quickly identify each letter, one at a time.  With each new note 
the other sent, we were faster and more efficient, getting to the point 
where we could read the code without looking up each letter.  We were 
making good progress.  And by Christmas, we had a new member to our 
“club”.  Kim would also get his license and join us in the fun.  The ham 
fever was spreading. 
 
Winter turned into Spring and by June, I felt ready to take my Novice 
exam.  Mr. Sanback was there, all along in the background, helping to 
answer any and all of my questions.  When it was time to take the test, I 
can remember him coming over to our large red, brick home, and while 
sitting on the back wooden porch, he gave me the theory exam.  The 
weather was nice and I had a perfect test environment. 
 
Kim, Jim and I had no problem with the code.  That was the easy part.  
But the theory, for me, was another story indeed.  I was there, all alone, 
on the porch, shaking.  Failure would mean total embarrassment.  It 
would mean having to face my mentor, and my dad, that I hadn’t passed.  
Months of preparation and failure were not supposed to happen.  But it 
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happened. 
 
That day was a real downer for me.  I thought that I had studied hard 
enough, but it was not meant to be.  I had failed.  My gut sank and my 
eyes welled up.  To my surprise, both of them simply told me what I 
needed to hear.  The exam was tough for a young man and not everyone 
passes the first time, like Jim and Kim!  I just needed to study the ques-
tions I missed and get back up off the ground. 
 
The good news was that my failure was short lived.  In 30 days, I was per-
mitted to take the test again, and this time around, I was better pre-
pared.  I studied the questions that threw me.  Failing was good though, 
since it prepared me for the next 2 failures I’d experience while testing 
for the General exam 3 years later.  My dad was very patient then, too.  
In those days, we had to drive down to Detroit, which was a two and a 
half hour drive for my dad.   But even in my failure, he never showed a 
hint of disappointment.  He did nothing but encourage me.   
 
By 1981, I had passed my General exam.  And then by 1984, I was an Ad-
vanced class amateur radio operator (only having to take that exam 
once!).  It wouldn’t be until 1999, when another encourager (WB8RCR) 
would convince me to take my Extra and to get back on the air.    
 
To me, code has its roots and they’re deep.  When I get on 40 meters to 
call CQ, I think back to those mysterious days when I would listen to 
those hams in 1976, down on the bottom end of the band.  For me, code 
means deep friendship and good times.  It also has its secret element and 
it somehow connects me to those spies of World War 2 who coura-
geously fought for freedom and their country (like 007).   For me, code 
gives me a sense of relaxation away from the day-to-day stuff and it 
takes me away, like a mini-vacation.  And now it connects me with other 
fellow hams who have their own stories to tell about their younger days, 
when they learned code.  They too, have history that connects them to 
their experiences.  We share that, even though we don’t always tell the 
story. 
 
Here I am.  As often as I can, I get on the low bands and call CQ in Morse 
code.  Nearly 35 years later, you can still find me on the lower portion of 
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40 meters.  I wonder who is listening.  Maybe, just maybe, there’s some 
young person out there asking his dad, “Dad, who are these guys?”. 
 
Sean Doran 
W8OKN 

Kenwood TS-590S – A Quick User Review  Dick SV0XBN/9, #7167 
 
Following a trip back to the UK in early May, I visited an emporium near 
Southend where I was able to check out the new Kenwood TS-590S.  Af-
ter some discussion, the Icom 7000 and some cash changed hands and 
after returning to Crete, the new rig followed a few days later. 
The following are just my impressions of the new beast after a month or 
so of operating.  So none of your sensitivity figures or how wide things 
are at 6dB down, but how it is to use, both in everyday operating and in 
the odd contest. 

The 590 is easy to use.  Anyone could turn it on and, in true Amateur Ra-
dio tradition, have it up and running without needing the manual. 
Of course reading the manual makes things so much easier and should 
you be interested in the rig, you can download the full manual from the 
Kenwood website and have a look-see before sitting in front of the rig in 

Dick SV0XBN/9’s TS-590S 

http://tinyurl.com/kwts590s
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a dealer’s showroom. 
 
Like all modern rigs, this beast has a menu system and again, even with-
out the manual, you can find your way round.  For example, the default 
screen colour is orange.  If you want to change it to green just press the 
‘Menu’ button, turn the ’Multi Ch’ knob round until the words on the 
screen say ‘Color’ (US spelling) and press the up/down buttons to switch 
colour.  Simple. 
However, the manual though does give a list of all 87 optional settings so 
it is a lot easier to refer to the book and, after looking at the settings you 
can alter, I did change a few.  
The first was the keying mode, A or B, where B is the default but A is 
what I am used to.  I also changed the sidetone volume as I thought it 
was a bit loud and this is not set by the AF control.  I also changed the 
tone itself, the default being 800 c/s and I like 750.  The CW rise time is 
set at 6ms (default) but 4ms is better for me, and of course I changed the 
screen colour to green as green is more restful for these tired old eyes ...  
 
As I only use the rig on CW, two things stick out straight away when com-
pared to the Icom 7000 - the background noise and the filter settings. 
 
If you listen on a ‘dead’ band, the hiss you hear on the 7k is quite high 
pitched but the 590 is much, much lower. This takes some getting used 
to as you think that you may have a narrow filter switched in when you 
haven’t as it sounds ‘hollow’.  This was changed by altering the DSP RX 
Equaliser on Menu 31.  Two clicks and the ‘problem’ was solved, well, to 
my ears anyway. 
 
The little Icom had three filter widths and you could set the three to any 
bandwidth you liked.  This was fine; you could have, say, 1.5kc/s, 700 c/s 
and 300 c/s and, depending on condx and QRM, you could switch 
through the widths.  Prior to checking out the 590, I read and re-read the 
manual on CW filter widths, there being only two filters to choose from.  
This was one of my main concerns about the transceiver but I needn’t 
have worried.  You can set each filter to the width you require and this is 
done by turning the Lo/Width control.  As you turn the control, the width 
is graphically shown under the ‘S’ meter and the actual width is also 
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shown momentarily on the right of the display.  The rig remembers the 
last settings so that when you switch from filter A to filter B the width is 
as it was last time you used that particular filter.  For example, the nor-
mal filter is A, and let’s say you have the width set at 2kc/s.  You hear a 
weak station and press for filter B.  This width will be the same as it was 
when last you used it, say 600 c/s.  Okay, so you want to narrow it down 
even more, you turn the Lo/Width control and narrow it down to 400 c/s.  
You copy the station and then realise that it is good old Vlad again and 
decide not to call him so you press for filter A and jump back to 2kc/s 
again and set off back down the band. 
Next time you switch to filter B it will be at the previous setting, i.e. 400 
c/s but this is no problem as should you want a wider bandwidth, just 
click the Lo/Width control and set it to what you want.  All this can be 
done ‘on-the-fly’ while in QSO or while in the heat of a contest and after 
about a month of using the rig, I usually have the widths set at 1.5Kc/s 
and 600c/s.  This seems to cover most eventualities but a quick twist on 
the Lo/Width control and I can have my desired bandwidth in an instant.  
 
A Pre-Amp is automatically switched in on the higher HF bands but this 
can be cancelled by using the ‘PRE’ button on the front panel.  It is not 
often I want the pre-amp on as the gain of the receiver is such that more 
often than not, I back off the RF gain anyway. 
The RIT and XIT are dead easy to use and although they have the same 
range as the little Icom, +/- 9Kc/s, you do not have to keep turning and 
turning the knob to move the RX frequency a great deal. 
 
In the RadCom (Radio Society of Great Britain’s magazine) monthly re-
view Peter Hart said that he found the controls ‘fiddly’.  I think he is be-
ing a bit pedantic here as I found them far larger than the 7k controls and 
hence much easier to use.  They are also bigger than the 735 controls 
and about the same size as those on the Yaesu FT-950.  The other thing 
that Peter Hart mentioned was that the DSP Noise Reduction could be 
fierce.  He is not kidding.  When selecting NR1 or 2 you have to be careful 
setting the level or the result is an unreadable signal.  However, getting 
the level right reduces the noise dramatically. 
The Notch control works well, even on the ‘Wide’ setting, which I prefer, 
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and can reduce off frequency splatter making copy much easier. The nar-
row setting is sharp and can get rid of annoying stations who do not lis-
ten and tune up on top of the station you are trying to work. 
 
I used the rig in the CQ-WPX at the end of May and so used the controls 
‘in anger’ for the first time.  Some things really shine in a contest environ-
ment.  The ‘Fine Tuning’ for example: press the ‘Fine’ button and you 
change from 10Hz to 1Hz tuning and what a difference this makes!  Sepa-
rating the stations becomes easier and with the wide notch in circuit, re-
ception is a breeze.  I can now hear the DX, however, they still can’t hear 
me but ‘twas ever thus ... 
Again the Lo/Width control came to the fore and easily changed band-
width whenever I needed to.  For the majority of the contest I ran with 
the Pre-Amp switched off.  This kept the background noise down but al-
lowed full copy even though condx were not what you would call ‘good’, 
especially on the Sunday. 
The only thing that the filters could not deal with was the QRM caused by 
the static rain we had on the Saturday morning when we had a shower 
pass through. 
Although there are message store buttons for CW, i.e. sending your call, 
there is no provision for sending increasing serial numbers in a contest.  
However, if you are in a contest where the report is the same, i.e. 599-20 
this can be stored easily and used in every QSO. 
 
There is a built-in auto ATU and this tuned the long wire via my pet 
UNUN with no trouble.  When using the CG-3000 auto-ATU on the roof, 
with a press of a front panel button I can switch out the rig’s auto-ATU 
and feed the external ATU directly.  Again, no problem. 
 
I have not tried the rig on SSB (Washes mouth out) or tried any of the 
fancy stuff like scanning.  Maybe I am just old fashioned but I do not un-
derstand why they put a scan feature on a rig when there is a large tun-
ing knob on the front!  But hey, I am getting old and do not even under-
stand what a Facebook is ... 
Even with only a few weeks operating, I am surprised how quickly I have 
got used to the rig and all the features I use.  Having set the NR levels as I 
like ‘em and the filter widths etc. I find that listening is a lot less stressful 
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than with the little Icom. 
 
However, even with a new rig, there is always something one would 
change!  
The RF and AF controls are on the bottom right-hand corner of the front 
panel – no problem with this but if they were on the left-hand side, they 
could be adjusted without the need to take my hand off the key, me be-
ing right-handed. 
I also find that the Filter button is close to the tuning knob and I would 
prefer it a bit further away but that is just me I expect. 
The other stupid thing is – I miss the clock on the 7k.  I know I have a 
clock showing on the pc screen all the time but do I miss the little clock 
on the 7k display! 
 
This is not just a comment about the 590, but all rigs in general.  Why do 
they have such a short bail?  I rest mine on a covered piece of wood (see 
the picture on page 20) so as to raise the controls up higher and you of-
ten see this in shack photos or even the rig is placed on a low ‘shelf’ so 
the controls are easier to get at.  The only time you see the rig sitting 
normally is when there is a photo of a DXpedition station, where the RX 
and TX frequencies are fixed and the chap operating is just pressing but-
tons on a keyboard! 
 
But I digress.  If you do get a chance to play with the new TS-590S, have a 
go. 
I think you will like it! 
 
Yammas, 
Dick. SV0XBN/9. 
 
Details of the Kenwood TS-590S are available on the Kenwood website at: 
www.tinyurl.com/kwts590s  It’s available from various amateur radio retailers.  
Kenwood can be contacted at: 

Kenwood Electronics UK Ltd, Kenwood House, Dwight Road, Watford, 
Hertfordshire, WD18 9EB 
Email: enquiries@kenwood-electronics.co.uk 

http://tinyurl.com/kwts590s
mailto:enquiries@kenwood-electronics.co.uk
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FOC QSO Party and Straight Key Events  Colin G3VTT, #713 
 

The FOC QSO Party (FOCQP) October 22nd and 23rd 2011 
Here is a special invitation for you to 
join in the fun during the First Class 
CW Operators Club QSO Party 
(FOCQP), formerly known as the Bill 
Windle QSO Party (BWQP) that FOC 
schedule twice a year.  Many opera-
tors throughout the world have re-
ported this is one of their favourite 
operating events.  The idea behind the 
FOCQP is to offer a stress-free oppor-
tunity for FOC members to meet and 
greet both other members and non-members alike.  
 
Each one of us can make this event what you want it to be – some get on 
for a few casual QSOs, others spend several hours on different bands and 
still others treat it like a mini FOC Marathon Contest.  The basic concept 
is to work as many stations as you can over the 24 hour period.  All of the 
contacts made during the FOCQP count for the FOC awards if you are a 
member.  So if you are chasing club points this is a good opportunity to 
fill in the stations you still need to work.  As a non–member you will be 
welcomed as a worthy contact and you could be eligible for an award 
depending on your score. 
 
The FOCQP runs for a 24-hour period from 0000z to 2359z.  Call ‘CQ BW’ 
from 015 to 040kHz on all bands, excluding the WARC bands, on October 
22nd and 23rd 2011 and the exchange is RST, name, and FOC number 
(non-members send RST and name).  Many also engage in longer QSOs; it 
is entirely up to you!  Please note we still call ‘CQ BW’ to initiate a QSO, a 
tribute to Bill Windle (G8VG) who did so much to foster activity in our 
Club.  Please send your exchange as ‘G4FOC de KZ5D 599 ART 1761’ if 
you are a member and if you are a non member your report and name in 
your reports.  
 
If you are interested in reporting your results during a FOCQP, simply 

Colin G3VTT 
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send in the total number of contacts and the total number of FOC QSOs 
by email to KZ5D at kz5d@aol.com.  Reports should be something like 
‘145/120’, indicating 145 total contacts of which 120 were with FOC 
members.  No logs are required because we work on the honour system. 
Reports are due one week after the event.  A complete list of the stations 
who report will be included in FOCUS and on our public website.  Hand-
some certificates are awarded to members and non-members on each 
continent reporting the highest number of QSOs. 
 
Hope to see you on the bands then!  
 

The FOC Straight Key Weekend  
December 31st 2011 to January 1st 2012 
 
The FOC Straight Key Weekend was well supported last year by both 
members and non members alike and the FOC Committee has once again 
agreed the weekend can be part of the CW calendar.  The idea is not to 
have a contest but to be active using any mechanical keys such as the 
semi automatic bug, the side swiper or the pump straight key across all 
bands 25 KHz up.  Whilst many operators use the electronic keyer there 
are still a sizeable number who are proficient on the older style keys and 
FOC recognises the value of preserving these old yet valuable skills. 
 
The weekend of the 31st December 2011 and 1st of January 2012 has 
been suggested as the first available weekend with many other organisa-
tions sharing this slot for straight key activities and FISTS club operators 
are invited to join FOC on all bands with your straight key, bug key or any 
other mechanical keying device, (We leave it up to you!).  The timing will 
follow the FOC BWQP event timing and start at 0000z and finish at 2359z 
over the Saturday and Sunday weekend.  There are no prescribed operat-
ing bands or times - just be active as band conditions permit.  It would be 
helpful if CW club editors could put this information on club reflectors. 
 
Please send your comments on contacts and perhaps photographs of the 
keys used to G3VTT by e-mail at g3vtt@aol.com or post them (QTHR) be-
fore the end of January.  A log is not needed but comments about the 
types of keys heard and the best 'fist' would make interesting reading. 
The FOC Public Website is at www.g4foc.org. 

mailto:kz5d@aol.com
mailto:g3vtt@aol.com
http://www.qrz.com/db/G3VTT
http://www.g4foc.org
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The FOC Straight Key Evenings  
October 19th, November 16th and December 21st 2011 
 
The First Class CW Operators Club is inviting the participation in one of its 
regular monthly events by other CW users on the 80m band. 
 
For the last few months a successful Straight Key Evening has been or-
ganised and this takes place on the third Wednesday of each month.  The 
FOC Club Station G4FOC is active from 1900z until 2200z encouraging the 
use of pump (straight) key, bug key or the sideswiper (cootie). 
 
The operation is around 3525 KHz and although this is not a competitive 
event, participants are encouraged to work as many stations as possible 
exchanging key details and signal reports to both FOC member and non 
member alike. 
 
No logs need to be sent in and all non FOC members are invited to join 
the Straight Key Weekend at the end of December 2011.  A warm wel-
come will be received to all non club participants in these events. 
 
For the remainder of 2011 the SKE event dates are October 19th, Novem-
ber 16th and December 21st.  The SKW is December 31st and January 1st 
taking place on all bands.  
 
73 all and 'see you on the wireless'.  Colin G3VTT 

6m Band Plan Changes in IARU Region 1 
 
The IARU Region 1 6m band plan has major changes that take effect on 
1st January 2012.  These will almost certainly be reflected in national 
band plans such as the Radio Society of Great Britain’s. 
 
The CW sub-band will be changed to 50.030 MHz—50.100 MHz. 
50.090 MHz will be the CW “Intercontinental Calling Frequency” and is 
not to be used for contacts within Europe.  There will no longer be a gen-
eral calling frequency equivalent to the current use of 50.090 MHz. 
 
The UK Six Meter Group (UKSMG) have provided a video explaining the 
plan at tinyurl.com/uksmgbp 

http://uksmg.org/download.php?view.82
http://tinyurl.com/uksmgbp
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Vibroplex Code Warrior Junior Review  Billy M0JHA , #12589 
 
I thought I would share my 
thoughts on this little iam-
bic paddle from Vibroplex.  
I was looking for another 
key to take /P with me as I 
found my palm mini paddle 
a little light and unless 
stuck to the top of the ra-
dio, which I didn't want to 
do to prevent scratching, 
can be a little awkward to 
use.  
 

 
The Vibroplex paddle is small, measuring just 3" x 2.5" and sits on an ade-
quately heavy base.  The paddle return is by means of magnets instead of 
the "traditional" spring arrangement and is brass constructed with thick 
clear Plexiglas type paddles.  I looked at reviews on this key, being a little 
unsure as to the magnet use, but after reading a mixed bag of reviews I 
decided to go ahead and buy one . 
 
 
My first impressions on opening the box was this looked a neat little pad-
dle which was coming out /p with me.  BUT it has a few shortcomings 
which I will outline .  
 
 
On reading the reviews, a few people 
mentioned this thing needed stripping to 
do any sort of adjustment; this is not en-
tirely true but if you want to get this pad-
dle working as you like, it's a good idea to 
take a little time to do the adjustments 
needed to get it just right.  The only parts I 
found needed taking off was the centre 
block holding the magnets.  This gave me 
access to the lever stop screws.  Taking 

Billy M0JHA 

Vibroplex Code Warrior Junior 

http://vibroplex.com/code_warrior_junior.html
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the lever arms off also allowed me to loosen the magnet adjustment 
screws loose enough for me to put it all back together and adjust any-
thing by hand before again taking off and nipping everything up.  Sounds 
a bit longwinded but it really isn't.  This key is very simple. 
 
 
One "problem" I did find: if like me you like a feather light touch, this re-
quires the magnets to be set in such a way they are not applying the full 
amount of return pull available against the levers.  This did initially throw 
up the problem of the levers hanging back before returning, which some-
times gave me an extra dot or dash before returning.  This was overcome 
by decreasing the contact spacing as initially 
this was going to be my last adjustment. 
 
 
One other thing was the lever pivots are 
held to the base with screws/washers and 
not bearings.  Nipping these screws up holds 
the levers tight against the base not allowing 
them to move.  This was a bad design error 
on Vibroplex’s part and to overcome this the 
screws need nipping up and then slightly 
loosening them till the levers are free.  This 
gives the lever arms a slight vertical move-
ment but this is somewhat lessened by the 
magnets helping keep them level. 
 
 
I now have the key set up, it works flawlessly and my “fear” of using mag-
netic return keys has gone.  I wouldn't hesitate using other magnetic keys 
in the future and some reports of them having a snappy action has not 
been noticed with this key. 
 
 
 
At the time of writing, the Vibroplex Code Warrior Junior is priced at $109.95  
(USD) excluding delivery.  For more information, Vibroplex can be contacted at: 
 

Vibroplex, 2906 Tazewell Pike, Suite A2B, Knoxville, TN 37918, USA 
Web site: vibroplex.com Email: vibroplex@vibroplex.com 

Underside of the Vibroplex Code 
Warrior Junior 

http://vibroplex.com/code_warrior_junior.html
mailto:vibroplex@vibroplex.com
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Future product: Ten-Tec Model 539    
 
The Ten-Tec Model 539 is Ten-Tec’s new QRP transceiver.  This was on 
display at the Ten-Tec Hamfest, September 24.  The footprint is very simi-
lar to the Elecraft K2, while its height is slightly greater than the Yaesu FT-
817.  It’s very lightweight and certainly suitable for backpacks. 
 
The current requirements may 
be as low as 250 mA on receive.  
The price is still to be deter-
mined. 
 
Ten-Tec hopes to take pre-
orders at the 2012 Dayton Ham-
vention.  They also announced a 
companion 100 watt amplifier 
for the new QRP rig.  The amp., 
however, will work with any 
QRP radio on the market. 
 
Features include: 

The above article is based on a post on Thomas K4SWL’s website Q R P e r 
qrper.com and, along with the photograph, is included here with his kind per-
mission.  Ten-Tec can be contacted at: 
 

Ten-Tec, 1185 Dolly Parton Parkway, Sevierville, TN 37862 U.S.A. 
Web site:  www.tentec.com Email: sales@tentec.com 

 10 Watt QRP Transceiver 
 80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12 and 

10 Meters Ham-Band Only 
 AM, USB, LSB, CW Modes 
 Tricolor backlit internally ad-

justable display 
 Hardware features in common 

with the Ten-Tec Eagle Model 
599 

 Noise Reduction 
 Noise Blanker 
 AGC – Fast, Medium, Slow 
 RIT 
 Pre Amp 
 100 Memories 
 Two VFO Displays 

Ten-Tec 539 prototype 

http://www.tentec.com/
http://qrper.com/
http://www.tentec.com/
mailto:sales@tentec.com
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DinKey Chris G5VZ , #12540 
 
One of the joys of ama-
teur radio seems to be, 
from time to time, dis-
covering something that 
fits into that 'Little Gem' 
category.  And just re-
cently – and I don't re-
call exactly where I first 
saw it – I discovered 
DinKey. 

 
 

The DinKey is a mini-paddle built onto a RJ45 plug: it fits into a modular 
microphone jack as used in the FT-817, the radio it is aimed at.  The 
photo says more – proving, probably, that a picture is worth a thousand 
words!  Some references call the key a ‘paddlette’. 
 
I ordered two DinKeys from its creator, Fred, KF6HQC by email, paid by 
PayPal and, incredibly, the package containing the keys dropped through 
my letterbox only nine days later.  Fred also kept me updated by email, 
confirming receipt of order then des-
patch.  He seems a really enthusiastic 
radio ham. 
 
First Impressions 
The attraction of the DinKey was, ini-
tially, its gadgetyness.  Even in a photo 
the key has that gadget lure and when 
the real thing arrives in the post the 
feeling grows.  It is, like most gems, 
small and heavy.  It is also very well 
built and obviously hand-made. 
 
The key is built on a plastic RJ45 plug body.  A small metal block provides 
the electrical return for the two paddles and doubles as the body of the 
key.  The paddles, attached by screws to the opposite sides of the plug 

The KF6HQC “DinKey” 

The DinKey plugged into an FT-817 

http://dinkey817.com/
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body, are shaped and sprung with insulated tips. 
 
Once the radio – in my case an FT-817ND – is programmed to send 
Morse through the mic switches option and the key plugged into the 
socket on the side of the radio, the fun begins.  It's a firm fit but, follow-
ing Fred's instructions, the key mounts tightly and releases cleanly. 
 
As with any gadget, DinKey does require a technique of its own: a bit of a 
knack.  Although I have claimed - truthfully I must add - that it took only 
18 minutes from my daughter bringing in the day's mail to making my 
first QSO with a DinKey, those first few minutes might have been better 
spent becoming familiar with the key! 
 
It seems that the FT-817 only polls for key closures in what seems to me 
to be a very lazy way.  If the internal keyer is set to 15wpm or faster, it 
appears that the radio detects dit and dah closures too infrequently to 
send useful Morse unless you wait for each element to complete before 
keying the next.  At 12wpm I was able to make readable CW with only an 
occasional missed dit – no missed dahs! - which might have been my 
sending or the electronics.  I'm not sure.  All that said, none of this seems 
to have been reported in eHam reviews of DinKey (tinyurl.com/dinkeya) 
but was noted by G4ILO.  (tinyurl.com/dinkeyb)  The big BUT: I found 
that, as the knack of using DinKey entered my subconscious, this effect 
seemed to diminish and then to disappear. 
 
I'm unsure how my usual sending 
compares to good iambic practise.  I 
send left-handed so I had to turn the 
radio slightly (See photo on right) 
which meant I had it immobilised with 
my right hand.  I can imagine a small 
radio like an 817 on a table-top be-
coming quite motile! 
 
Lasting Impressions 
I'd wanted the DinKey to be fun and, I confess, I had a moment or two 
when I thought I'd be disappointed.  But practice quickly developed a 
DinKey technique.  I am quite definitely NOT disappointed! 

Operating the DinKey 

http://tinyurl.com/dinkeya
http://tinyurl.com/dinkeyb
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It is gadgetty; it is quirky, both of which I like.  It is also a useful piece of 
kit for portable operating and surprisingly easy to use with the FT-817 
clutched against your chest while walking around.  So I am now fully pre-
pared for pedestrian mobile!  (An unexpected benefit.) 
 
The DinKey is made and sold by Fred S. Karasek, KF6HQC.  Sadly there's 
no UK or European distributor.  Delivery to UK is quick but there is a 
somewhat variable enforcement of taxation at our end with VAT being 
applied in some cases (Almost £11 including the handling charge.) and 
the key sailing straight through in other instances at no charge.  
 
At $33 (USD) the 'home' price of the key is, I think, quite reasonable for 
such a useful toy. 
 
It's not often you come across  a clever idea that's well-designed and well
-built but that's exactly what DinKey is.  If you have the opportunity to 
add one to your portable kit, get one! 
 
At the time of writing, the DinKey is available excluding delivery at $33 (USD) for 
one or $55 (USD) for two.   KF6HQC can be contacted at: 

Website: dinkey817.com Email: Kf6hqc@arrl.net 

Reverse Beacon Network (RBN) Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
No, it isn’t some new “radio via the Internet” or new digital mode!  The 
Reverse Beacon Network (RBN) is a feature where you can look at a web 
page and see if your (or other stations’) CW CQs are being received by 
various stations around the world.  This is perfect for those moments 
when you are on QRP and/or nobody is answering your CQ.  For example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To use it, go to tinyurl.com/rbnnet type your callsign in and click Search. 

http://dinkey817.com/
mailto:Kf6hqc@arrl.net
http://tinyurl.com/rbnnet
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How does it work?  Volunteers using wideband software-defined (SDR) 
radio receivers run Alex VE3NEA’s CW Skimmer program and report 
spots of CQs via additional software to a central web server. 

QUA Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Many members will remember Geo G3ZQS's “Strawberry Basket” section 
in previous Key Notes.  He explained the origin of the name in the 
October 2000 Key Note: 
 

“This goes back some 13 years when FISTS was but a handful of 
members and letters were filed in an old fashioned punnet.  This 
has been upgraded to a big plastic thing but I guess if push came to 
shove, we could still use it to accommodate strawberries. Hi.” 

 
There are no strawberry baskets here, so instead it’s entitled “QUA” - I 
bet most people couldn't say off hand what that stands for.  It’s: 

“Here is news of ... (call sign)” 
 
CE2WZ David is happy to set up skeds with members who need Chile on 
CW.  He has 10m, 12m, 15m, 17m, 20m and 40m.  David says: “Just need 
to drop me an email to fix up a sked.  I am rather slow and shaky but get 
the QSOs done.  And upload via LoTW and eQSL or via bureau – or direct 
to W3HNK.”.  David’s email address is dcalderwood@bluebottle.com. 
 
G4XFC Ian has started an educational campaign “The Morse Crusade” 
that promotes teaching Morse characters at operational speeds, such as 
using the Koch method.  For more information, please visit Ian's website 
www.themorsecrusade.g5fz.co.uk. 
 
M0GGK Dave has been constructing again and has built a KD1JV Deluxe 
Tenna Dipper from a Hendricks QRP kit www.qrpkits.com.  It will show 
the 50 Ω resonant frequency of an antenna or ATU (AMU) on a digital 
display.  After a small initial problem, Dave was successful in getting it 
working, 
 
G3SCD/VK3DBD David has an interesting key but is lacking information 
about it (see photograph on next page).  David writes: “It would seem to 

http://www.fists.co.uk/docs/keynotes/Key%20Note%20October%202000.pdf
mailto:dcalderwood@bluebottle.com
http://www.themorsecrusade.g5fz.co.uk/
http://www.qrpkits.com/
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be the relatively modern version of 
the WT 8.  They seem to have come 
on the surplus market in large quanti-
ties and are offered at the rallies for 
about 5 quid, but I did see a slightly 
smarter version for 8 one day.  It is 
obviously a flameproof key with a 
rubber diaphragm under the 
knob, and the output socket, a sort of 
plastic grommet - a screw fitting type 
through which passes the original cable (a multi-core braided one) - on all 
the keys I have seen, is white and crumbly and broken, suggesting they 
have been in a hot or tropical environment.  Sorry about the 2 crude wires 
on this one, just for testing and I found it surprisingly quite nice to use.  It 
is a heavy key especially with the base plate, which appears to be for clip-
ping it on a vehicle or a radio (?).  The key is clearly marked ‘R.O.F. Black-
burn’ - wonder if this is Royal Ordnance Factory?”. 
David also has a beautiful new paddle key he is working on, which he 
calls “The Dogwood”.  He writes: “It is not quite finished - that is a job to 

complete when I return to VK.  This is 
my first attempt to try wooden finger 
pieces.  In the relatively short test pe-
riod I have had, I quite like 
them.   (Made from a Dogwood shrub 
which was an attractive flowering 
garden tree until it mysteriously 
died.)  The wood looked rather nice 
and I saved a section of the trunk 
finding it was a fine grained strong 
timber.”. 
 

 
G3ZRJ Tony wrote in the fistscw group: “I have been experimenting with 
various sorts of padding to reduce dot contact bounce on my bug keys. 
Tradition has it that foam sponge material is best.  However, I have been 
most satisfied with the perforated "rubber" no slip matting that many of 

David G3SCD/VK3DBD’s mystery key 

David G3SCD/VK3DBD’s “Dogwood” 
home brew paddle key 
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us use to stop keys slipping around on the bench. 
The matting is about 2mm thick and I've found that a small piece folded 
over once is just amazing at "de-bouncing" the dot spring and contact on 
my Vibroplex Original and Lionel J36 bugs. 
I thought it might be worth a try for other ops as I find it much superior to 
the bits of plastic sponge I've used in the past.  It is one of the delights of 
bug operation, so many interactions to take into account. 
I tend to either use a dash gap of about 1 to 2 mm with very little spring 
tension, or a very small gap with lots of spring tension.  In this regard the 
dash side of the bug is very similar to the setting up of a hand key (won't 
go there as there is another whole debate to be had).  The original 
Vibroplex instructions which can be found on the Web suggest a piece of 
foam "sponge" be inserted into the U shaped spring of the dot contact to 
minimize the oscillations inherent in the mechanism.  As I said, I've been 
experimenting with various things including bits of plastic and rubber 
erasers, sponge etc. and have found the "rubber" perforated matting ma-
terial really damps the unwanted oscillations of the dot spring wonder-
fully.” 
 
2E0EAN Paul has achieved his full licence and new callsign M0PNA—
congratulations Paul. 
 
2E0FNG Matt has our congratulations too on achieving his full licence 
and new callsign M0ZAI. 
 
M6PHL Phil also has our congratulations on achieving his intermediate 
licence and new callsign 2E0DPH.  During the remaining FISTS Ladder ses-
sions this year, he will continue using M6PHL and observing the founda-
tion licence conditions. 
 
Award applications A clarification on the award instructions on the web-
site: paper applications are acceptable for all awards as an alternative to 
emailing Excel, Word or text files.  However, they must be sent by post 
rather than scanning them and sending by email. 
 
While on the subject, it’s worth noting that Rob M0BPT, Activities Man-
ager, is happy to be sent paper logs for the European Activities such as 
the Ladder. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
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 Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
 

EUCW QRS Party 2011 
Hello again, it’s time for the long awaited results of 
EUCW 2011. 
 
Each year I like to look at the logs received and com-
ments therein.  And each year it’s always a pleasure to 
see a comment where someone remarks “Was pleased 
that my QSO partners were happy to reduce speed to 
my ability”. 
 
As many of you are aware if your ability is QRQ opera-
tion, reducing to QRS speeds can be a chore for many; so I applaud and 
thank those who these comments are directed at!  If we could all listen 
more throughout the spectrum for new QRS stations, we may welcome 
even more amateurs to the joy of CW!  
 
Summing Up 
Before we take a look at the results tables for EUCW 2011, owing to 
condx being less than favourable the scores were down somewhat, but 
thanks to all who braved the condx and came on and supported the 
event. 
 
Clubs active during the event included: 

AGCW, BEN-QRP, CTC, FISTS, HTC and RU-QRP. 
 
I do feel that the event has become poorly supported over the past 
years.  Whether this is due to bad condx or general apathy I do not know. 
I shall however be looking to revamp the event for 2012, or remove it 
from the EUCW calendar of events for at least one year, to see if interest 
in the event can be resurrected after a period of inactivity.  I shall look at 
the options available to me during the coming months. 
I thank all of you who took the time to come on air and support the 
event, and more importantly, the ones who took time to send in an en-
try, no matter how small; it shows support for the society and its events 
calendar! 
 

Rob M0BPT, FISTS 
Activities Manager 
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Results, MRM Award and finale  
As you can see, in the class A section, IK2RMZ, DL2FCA and G4LHI were 
closely spaced in the top three slots!  Congratulations to all three. 
 
The QRP, class B section received just 
three logs; congratulations to PA3AFF 
and G3JFS for keeping the section 
afloat. 
 
The “Most Readable Morse” nomina-
tions have culminated in a “Shared 
Award” this year, with OH7QR and 
DL2FCA receiving the shared award 
certificates. 
 
Nominees for this award included 
DL2FCA, OH7QR, 2E0JCY, G4LHI, 
G3ZRJ, DF2ZY, RW3AI, OE3KAB, 
DL3YDY, and G0MRH. 
Congratulations to all who received 
nominations. 
 
That’s all from me for another EUCW 
QRS Week. 
Once again, thanks to all who sup-
ported the event. 
 

Brasspounder August 2011 Issue #65 

As I write this, SKW (Straight Key Week) logs are arriving in my inbox, al-
ready it seems that the activity has been welcomed and enjoyed by 
members and non members alike. 
 
The ladder and four seasons are going along nicely. (See my comments 
later in this publication.)  Although entrants are reporting that the going 
has been somewhat tough over the past month, other comments suggest 
that the higher bands are waking up with surprising openings to Asia.  So 
I'd suggest that you listen on this part of our spectrum. 
I'd noticed, after reading one of the articles in the RSGB Journal, that, an 

EUCW QRS Party 2011 

CALL  TOTAL CLASS CLUB 

IK2RMZ 66 A AGCW 

DL2FCA 61 A AGCW 

G4LHI 58 A FISTS 

OH5FNI 49 A FISTS 

RW3AI 47 A RU-QRP 

OH7QR 37 A FISTS 

G4TTY 19 A FISTS 

DF2ZY 15 A AGCW 

OK1ARO 11 A CTC 

2E0JCY 9 A FISTS 

DL1HW 4 A  

HB9DE0 1 A HTC 

2E0EAN 1 A FISTS 

G3ZOD 1 A FISTS 

    

PA3AFF 11 B BEN-QRP 

G3JFS 4 B FISTS 
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amateur who was using his equipment, legitimately in a country under 
the CEPT agreement, had to face a harrowing court appearance, and had 
his equipment confiscated.  Without the RSGB, the Foreign Office, and 
the National Radio Society of the country intervention; one wonders 
what would have happened to the poor individual!  All because of the 
country in question failing to understand the concept of the “Lifetime 
Licence” so we're told.  I beg to ask the question: if the country in ques-
tion had signed up to CEPT, why did the authorities in question not con-
firm the explanation before putting the individual before a court? 
 
I expect that there are underlying reasons that we are not aware of; but 
it does raise the thought that all other so called “civilised societies” are 
not as civilised as they purport to be. 
 
As you may recall, I'm hoping to operate as 5B/M0BPT next year, so I'm 
hoping that the Cypriot authorities do not take this kind of draconian ac-
tions against visiting/holidaying amateurs. 
 
Onto the comments and band reports received this month. 
 
From Erkki. OH7QR 
 
Hello Robert.  Please find attached my FSA and Ladder logs for August. 
Conditions are becoming better, so there will hopefully be many mem-
bers on bands during the SKW.  I hope also to meet you during the week.  
Good hunting!  73 de Erkki OH7QR # 8318 
 
Hello Erkki.  An impressive entry from you this month with both ladder 
and FSA. 
 
From Graham. G3ZOD 
 
Hi Rob.  This month I have submitted logs for MX5IPX as well as G3ZOD. I 
think the appearance of MX5IPX during two of the August Ladder ses-
sions caused a little surprise!  I plan on regular appearances but I'm not 
going to make announcements about it, since this would lead to some 
disappointment due to my poor antenna.  I am uploading all MX5IPX 
QSOs to LoTW and eQSL, although I'm not in a position to do this retro-
spectively.  Unlike the other two club callsigns (GX3ZQS and GX0IPX), 
MX5IPX does not have a Century Certificate number to give out over the 
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air.  I'll do what I can to rectify this, but sadly we seem to have lost all of 
the MX5IPX log books, meaning that it's a case of starting from scratch. 
With a grand total of 9 points out of the requisite 100 so far, it's going to 
take a long time. 
 
As usual, the evening Ladder sessions proved better for 80m.  During the 
28th August sessions, I used a short whip as a receive antenna on 40m to 
try and reduce the problems I have with electrical noise on the band.  
This did indeed improve the signal to noise ratio on signals by a few dB. 
While not a lot, it made having QSO's a little easier. 
 
To make it straightforward to see when events such as the Ladder are 
coming up, I've added a short list showing current and upcoming events 
on the top right of the FISTS website's home page www.fists.co.uk 
 
There is also a link to the left of the list to a dedicated page that gives 
more room allowing better layout, information on times and events fur-
ther into the future.  So, no excuses for missing FISTS activities! 
 
Finally, I'm indebted to Thomas M0TRN for pointing out a K3 modifica-
tion to me, and also getting me an SMD resistor for the modification as 
part of an order he was putting in.  This would have otherwise (for a re-
sistor costing a few pence) cost me around £6 to order the official Ele-
craft modification kit from the USA or £7 to order one from the cheapest 
UK component supplier that stocks the particular value!!  I also asked 
QRPproject in Germany if they stocked Elecraft modifications.  While 
they don't, I received a very helpful reply from QRPproject’s Nik DL7NIK 
discussing the various alternatives using different wattage wired resis-
tors.  So all in all, it's great that there are such helpful people as Thomas 
and Nik around - the amateur radio spirit is very much alive and kicking! 
73 de Graham G3ZOD FISTS #8385 
 
Thanks for all the information Gra.  I imagine that MX5IPX on air created 
quite a stir! 
 
From Uncle Dick SV0XBN 
 
Dear Nephew.  Not what you would call a good month, with only one 
counting QSO.  Still, I hope for better things in the next week when we 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
http://www.fists.co.uk/upcomingevents.html
http://www.qrpproject.de/UK/indexuk.html
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have no-one staying.   However, nothing lasts forever and we have more 
relations arriving mid-month.  
 
Just to cheer you up, we have not seen a cloud in the sky since early June 
I reckon...  However, beer remains cold, which is the main thing. 
 
73 Uncle Dick. SVØXBN/9 
 
Greetings Uncle.  They all count, any entry no matter how small!  So, the 
beer is cold, not a cloud in the sky.  Think about us all when you blow the 
froth off the next cold one! 
 
From Martin. IK2RMZ 
 
Hi Robert.  This August was 3 degrees warmer than the average August 
here, so the shack was just too hot to be used. 
 
Anyway, it's good to be in the 4S participant group and I enjoyed it once 
more.  September will probably be low in activity, too, but I am sure I will 
enjoy every QSO again. 
 
Take good care. Martin 
 
Good to hear from you once again Martin.  Glad you're enjoying the FSA. 
 
From Phil. M6PHL 
 
Hello Rob.  Hope all is well with you. 
 
Another month goes by and here is my log for the August ladder.  It was 
really good to work the club station on 80m, a first for me, even though 
condx were not the best at the time but it was also good to hear the 
bands gradually improving again on the second afternoon session this 
month. 
 
Great to get 2 points from Geoff G0DDX fists 15552 for the first time as 
well, I hope it is the first of many Geoff and welcome to the society. 
 
Well, will see what September brings so once again thanks for the QSO’s 
and 73 to you all. 
 
Phil M6PHL Fists 14543. 
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Always a pleasure to hear from you Phil. Good to hear you met up with 
MX5IPX. 
 
From Derek. M0DRK 
 
Hi Robert.  Here is my log for August, only got on air for a short period. 
Very happy to meet G0DDX 15552 on the Ladder and hope that he will 
enjoy Fists Activities.  Hope all ok with you.  Mollie and I ticking over 
nicely still.  Take care.  73 for now, Derek, M0DRK. 
 
Glad to hear that you and Mollie doing fine Derek.  Not too bad here.  As 
ever, busy (Hi).  What busy lives we lead these days. 
 
And from Peter. G4LHI with his summary and 
report for the ladder and FSA during August. 
 
Hello Robert, I attach my claim & report for August Activity Ladder. 
 
Very many thanks once again to all who persevered with the ruff condi-
tions to try & make the Ladder Activity again this month.  
 
80m was a little better for the first session & very nice to winkle a few 
different guys out of the QSB/noise, but back to very little propagation 
the second session & had to winkle out the points on 40M.  Very mni tnx 
fer the 5 points Gra with MX5IPX 
 
Conditions were yet again ruff, & a real challenge, but enjoyable.  My 
scores are slightly better this month, so hope there may be a change in 
propagation so fingers crossed.  Hope things improve for the SK Week in 
Sept.  
 
All my thanks, as ever, to members, future members & non members 
that are always there in spite of the ruff condition.  I do like to chat with 
the non members & hope to persuade them to join our Club one of these 
days?  You never know. 
 
For the month I had 19 QSO’s for 39 points, so must not complain, I do 
enjoy the challenge. 
 
Looking forward to September Ladder & the SK Week & as I said, perhaps 
conditions may improve? 
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My August Summer Four Seasons report. 
 
My summary for this month.  A fairly average score for my last three 
months, but certainly an improvement in my QSO’s & points this month 
(mni tnx to Erkki for my improved calculations). 
 
I think I have worked about the same number of non members as Fists 
members again this month, but a good opportunity to spread the work of 
our Fists Club. 
 
I had 101 QSO’s for a total of 444 points, very pleased to work 80 new 
members, had two maximum 90 minutes with Erkki, OH7QR, & Tony, 
G3ZRJ, many thanks guys. 
 
I had some very good DX QSO’s, NY, NJ, OH, LA, CT, MD, all Fists mem-
bers, PA, Brazil & Argentina, non members, on 20 & 30 Meters. 
 
Very many thanks to all those that support this event, members & non 
members, & let’s hope the band conditions will soon improve? 
 
Very many thanks as always to all members & non members that suf-
fered the poor conditions on the bands again to make this a very inter-
esting & challenging event, looking forward to September FSA & SK Week 
& many more nice QSO’s. 
 
Take care & until we meet again, keep bashing the brass & keep the 
bands open & most of all enjoy cw & have fun.  73 de Peter G4LHI # 2219 
 
As ever Peter, many thanks for your report and summaries for the month. 
 
From Piet. PA3AFF 
 
Dear Robert.  Another month gone, so new score lists for the Ladder and 
4Seasons competition.  For the Ladder I could be QRV in each of the 4 
time-slots.  I did choose for the 2 afternoon sessions with only 40m 
QSO's.  Also happy to have worked our club station MX5IPX for some ex-
tra points.  Ladder score: 18 points. 
 
For FSA I gained 88 points. I  had one memorable and long QSO (>30 min) 
with PA3DEB operating a side swiper key (SSK).  He motivated me to give 
it a try.  So I built a cheap SSK with a steel ruler activating 2 micro push 
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buttons and spent lots of time training.  It gave me new fun for CW hi! 
 
73 de Piet PA3AFF 
 
Hello Piet.  Good to hear from you, and thanks for your report.  Pleased to 
hear you've had fun with your new SSK.  Why not put an article together 
for KEYNOTE about the build? 
 
From Graham. 2E0JYK 
 
Hi Rob.  Hope you're well?  Had a very good time on the activity ladder as 
you can see.  Totally enjoyed it; I am looking forward to the straight key 
week so that will be more training for me and enjoyment of CW.  I am 
sure there will be a lot more years of CW from me as I enjoy this part of 
the hobby; why did they do away with it from the exams?  Good luck, 
and 73 to all. 
 
Graham. 2E0JYK. 
 
Hi Graham. Good to hear from you once again.  And very pleased to hear 
that you're still enjoying your CW and plan to use it for many years.  
 
Your question regarding the removal of the code pass certificate to gain 
UK HF privileges!  I will leave that to the readers of this publication to 
come forward with their thoughts and answers!  Over to you, readers! 
 
And from Greg. G0DUB 
 
Hi Rob.  Apologies for only making one day of the ladder sessions this 
month, the airlines seemed less than enthusiastic about me trailing an 
antenna from the plane on the 14th leaving me just the 28th to try and 
salvage some points :-( 
 
I seemed to have a fair run on 40m in the afternoon session though QSB 
was making things difficult at times.  A nice comparison was Phil M6PHL, 
though, who was my last contact on the afternoon session on 40m fol-
lowed by being my first contact in the evening session on 80m to show 
that as the nights draw in we should have some good conditions in store 
on 80. 
 
Nice to work new member Geoff, G0DDX for the first time and thanks 
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also to Pol 
G3HAL for the 
reminder of the 
SKW coming 
up. 
 
73, Greg. 
G0DUB #6095 
 
Good to hear 
from you Greg. 
I wonder if you 
did bother to 
ask the Captain 
about trailing a 
wire from the 
aircraft (Hi). 
 
Finally, from FISTS member, Geoff G0DDX, who introduces himself and 
joins the ladder activity for the first time. 
 
Robert, please see attached File for my first Fists Ladder session.  
 
As a new member to Fists I have had a lot of encouragement from Peter 
G4LHI (Thank you Peter).  I passed my 12WPM CW test over 26 years ago 
after being taught by Peter along with Stan G4VHP.  I then got into 
Packet and Data modes, running GB7DDX for many years and neglected 
to use my new skill.  
 
Having just retired, I decided one of my retirement goals would be to get 
the key out, dust it down, along with my rusty skill, and get started on 
becoming proficient.  So apologies to any that I have worked, for my not 
so good CW.  Many years ago, Peter told me "It'll come".  Sure enough 
many years later, it’s actually coming together! 
 
I'm having a lot of fun, and my CW skill is growing albeit slowly.  I am 
looking forward to working many more of you in the years to come. 
 
Best Regards Geoff G0DDX Fists: 15552. 
 

CALL APR MAY JUNE TOTALS CLASS FISTS 

G4LHI 376 218 219 813 A EU 

OH7QR 239 172 254 665 A EU 

IK2RMZ 256 88 106 450 A EU 

PA3AFF 138 97 107 342 A EU 

JO3HPM 81 143 111 335 A EA 

K4UK 83 0 161 244 A NA 

G3ZOD 6 46 40 92 A EU 

DL1GBZ/DR40AGCW 83 5 0 88 A EU 

SV0XBN/9 41 30 10 81 A EU 

DL1GBZ/DA2MORSE 42 0 0 42 A EU 

DL1GBZ 0 26 0 26 A EU 

       
HB9DEO 13 10 5 28 A    

Four Seasons: Spring, Apr-Jun 2011 



Page 46 

A warm welcome Geoff.  We're 
all very pleased to welcome 
you to the “FISTS Family”.  
There are no apologies neces-
sary for your CW.  I know that 
many will listen out for you, to 
make your acquaintance, and 
welcome you to the society.  I 
look forward to receiving your 
entries and reports in the com-
ing months. 
 
Geoff commented in a later 
mail: 
 
All the HF work is done with 5W QRP, my retirement present to myself 
(?) a Flex 1500 (SDR).  It’s a cracking bit of kit and probably the best re-
ceiver I have ever used.  It’s excellent on CW.  I look forward to meeting 
others on the air, and just hope my RX skills improve a little more. 
 
I can comment Geoff, that you will receive lots of encouragement from 
members on air! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ladder, Jan-Aug 2011 
CALL JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG TOTAL POWER 

G4LHI 28 37 34 20 34 23 23 39 238 QRO 

M6PHL 20 25 28 15 29 23 30 34 204 QRO 

OH7QR 27 27 19 22 26 19 22 36 198 QRO 

PA3AFF 13 8 10 17 16 17 7 18 106 QRO 

M0DRK 0 22 19 10 16 14 10 10 101 QRO 

2E0JYK 10 12 12 0 19 14 12 14 93 QRO 

G0DUB 4 16 17 11 0 17 4 13 82 QRO 

G3ZOD 5 18 18 4 6 12 1 12 76 QRO 

G0BAK 9 24 6 0 0 0 0 0 39 QRO 

2E0TEK 17 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 QRO 

MX5IPX(c) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 18 QRO 

G0DDX 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 14 QRP 

CALL JULY AUG TOTALS CLASS FISTS 

G4LHI 200 444 644 A EU 

OH7QR 186 300 486 A EU 

JO3HPM 105 131 236 A EA 

PA3AFF 80 88 168 A EU 

IK2RMZ 73 49 122 A EU 

G3ZOD 9 37 46 A EU 

K4UK 11 21 32 A NA 

MX5IPX(c) 0 30 30 A EU 

SV0XBN/9 14 1 15 A EU 

      
HB9DEO 0 17 17 A    

Four Seasons: Summer, Jul-Aug 2011 
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Club Sales 
 
Enamelled Club badges Leather Key Ring   
£2 inc. UK delivery £2 inc. UK delivery 
 
 
Vinyl car window stickers  £1 inc. UK delivery. 

 
 
 
 
Note: these are printed in reverse so they 
can be stuck on the inside of a window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom QSL Cards £20 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery. 
You provide your own design for the front (front below is a sample only). 

For more club items and how to order, see overleaf! 

I see that some exceptionally high scores have been recorded in this 
month’s FSA.  Well done to all. 
 
That’s all from me for yet another month.  Suffice to say once again, 
many thanks for your reports and observations. 
 
Till next month.  Keep well;  Keep pounding Brass.  73. M0BPT 
 
Space limitations meant that it wasn’t possible to include participants’ com-
ments about the QRS Party or all the monthly Brasspounder newsletters.  How-
ever, they are available in full on the website at www.fists.co.uk/results 

http://www.fists.co.uk/results


Club Sales — continued from previous page 
 
Standard QSL Cards  £8.50 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery 

FISTS CW Course  £3.50 inc. UK delivery / 
£4.50 inc. delivery to Europe / DX please ask. 
 
The FISTS CW Course is a Morse code train-
ing package suitable for beginners and im-
provers.  It comprises: 
 The well known K7QO course on CD to 

learn the code (including files containing 
the texts sent). 

 Two practice CD's made by our own Mary 
G0NZA, which are great for people that 
want to improve from the 12 wpm level. 

 An A5 booklet with forty-odd pages that 
includes all the texts for Mary's disks. 

 
This package is a real help to anyone who is learning Morse code and we 
are very happy to be able to offer it. 
 
We would like to thank Chuck K7QO and Mary G0NZA for allowing FISTS to produce 
these disks. 
 
Ordering 
Orders for club Items can be paid for by cheque drawn on a UK bank 
made out to FISTS or PayPal.  (For credit or debit card, see the website.) 
Please include your name, address and details of what you are ordering! 

Anne Webb sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 5RF Tel. 01902 338973 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/memberssales.html
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk

