BRASSPOUNDER

June 2022, Issue 169

Welcome friends to this June issue of Brass Pounder.

Remember last time | mentioned Yannig, F41UJ? | said he was just the sort of chap

we want in FISTS. Well, he read the copy of BP | emailed him and promptly joined!
Howds that eh? Yanni goés number is 21562
joined but missed the call of the chap he was working, however | did call and
managed to get Yannigbs second ever FI ST

Technoloqgy

| 6ve been messi ngandawire aenats regently, Aagain, and made

some intriguing discoveries. | have been running comparative tests on Inverted L

aerials of random length (but c40m) but using both my unun and the standard mix

ferrite toroid unun. My own unun is a trade secret of course but | am pleased to

report that the received wisdom which says end feds MUST have this or that ferrite
toworkatalli s WRONG. Have a play, thatds the

| remember making a doublet for a friend recently and made similar research and
experimentation into the balun for that. Is it 49:1? Isit 4:1? 9:1? What is it??? The
answerisi t is what i1t i1is if i1tds andtgneddiomly at
There is NO golden rule except that if it works it works. Quite an eye opener.

Fame at last

You may not have heard but the BBC programme Have | Got News For You
recently used the FISTS newsletter Key Note in their programme! FISTS on the

Beeb! ! Eat our dust CWOps!'! Ha haé Jus
bel owé
Oh how I wish | had included my <call sign
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Another photo: this time of our very own Dave, GOAYD and his new (tr)uSDX
transceiver. These things come in a var
the blue one. Daveds key (stainless ste
too on the lovely blue enamel painted steel chunk! Lovely keys and very good little
radi os. Daveds rig p uwutsevergoes baowd wattfonwat t
any band IIRC. For the price of about £140 ready to go you cant go wrong.
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Herebs another FI ST hard at work in the
GQOIPX. I love the odd look of the green numbers in the digital clock i looks like |

phot oshopped them in, but | havendt, hon
yourlogbook | ooks most official and very orga
A nice Begali there tooéSculpture by any
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The Chadburn Cup

You will I hope recall that | mentioned the Chadburn Cup before but at that time |
had no firm details. | do now. | will repeat this in the Key Note magazine too as it is
very important.

Background biography

The Chadburn Cup is in memory of Cyril Robert "Bob" Chadburn, MOBCH (ex. GTMGV), F
member 2867.

Bob had many jobs during his life. Training as an electrician, repairing and
reconditioning old valve television sets
before starting his service in the military. There he went on to join the royal

Armoured Corps, was posted to the 12th Lancers (due to a clerical mistake) then
transferred to the Household Cavalry (Which he had asked for) and posted to the
lifeguards and went on to be posted to the Royal Horse-guards.

After leaving the military, he enlisted in the Nottinghamshire Yeomanry as a part-

time territorial officer. Bob also joined the Nottinghamshire Constabulary where he
saw service as a special constable until 1969; whilst working within the
Nottinghamshire bus company, managing the garage and repairs to the company 0 s
vehicles.

Bob was a fully qualified driving instructor on cars, passenger vehicles and
commercial vehicles where he trained aspiring bus drivers.

Amateur radio was a big part of his life, both hobby and the technical aspects. He
was of course a member of the society, #2867. A member of the Royal Signals ARS
#3569 and the national ex-service association #1369. He enjoyed his Morse code
and amateur radio immensely on retirement but he also found time to study
mathematics and English literature.

In later years Bob had started to learn to play the organ; He also had decided to
learn the German language.

In his own words, Bob was born of modest means and a poor education but reached
all his goals in educating himself throughout his life.

We wanted to make the Chadburn Cup award something special so what we have
done is to create an award for FISTS Affiliated clubs. ANYONE can work towards
the award but ONLY if they belong to an affiliated club and usethec | ub6s cal |
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The award will go to the club not an individual member. The details are as below.

The Chadburn Cup Award for Affiliated Clubs

There are many Clubs who choose to be affiliated to FISTS, so this cup is for them and their
members. Anyone can  enter the cup challenge provided they are a member of an affiliated club
and the more members of an affiliated club who enter, the better the chances of that club winning.

Please note: overseas clubs may enter . The cup is open to all affiliated clubs.

The challenge runs from January to December each year and it is a simple challenge: the more
DESCRIPTION . . . o

points a club team gains the better ités chances of

points at the end of the year.

Operators may belong to and oper ate for more than one club, as many members already do.

Team members MUST operate using their club callsigns. i.e. ANY club member, and any number

of club members can operate for the award but they MUST use the club callsign whilst on air.

7 days a week, continuous running. Starting 0000Z January 1st each year and running till 23592
DATES and December 31st of the same year.
TIMES

FREQUENCIES

160m, 80m, 40m, 20m, 15m, 10m & 2m.

SCORING

All QSO made for the purposes of the award must be made using a club callsign.

No station or club may be counted more than once per day per band. iStati ond means
call signéG4aYVM and G4YVM/ P may NOT be worked for pdqd
Clubs with multiple callsigns MAY b e worked more than once per day provided they have different
operators and are on different bands iso you canét count Fred, who i g
simply changes to GXOARC for the same club, twice . Working GX0ARC twice on one day is not
permitted, w orking GXOARC on 20m and working GX6ARC on 80m in the same day IS permitted.

Contest QSOs are permitted because we can6t police
transmitted during the QSO. Also see the note re club calls: if you work the contest as a club, fine,
if you work it as yourself or as a Specific contest call, not fine. As ever, honesty to the fore please.

Points will be awarded as follows:

For non -FISTS stations worked T nil points.
For FISTS members worked - 1 point

For FISTS HQ callsigns worked - 5 points
For FISTS affiliated clubs worked T 10 points
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Points are NOT awarded for intra -club QSO (e.g for GXOARC working GX0ARC, no points. For
GXO0ARC working GX6ARC i the same club T NO POINTS). Points are only awarded f or QSO
between different clubs. If a club station works an operator who is also a member of the same
club, NO POINTS. Obviously we cannot check everything so please, a little honesty!

QSO must be held both ways in Morse code.

LOGS

Entries must beeceived no later than the 7th of the following month and include:

1 The club's name.

1 The name and email address of the person submitting the log.

1 The club's callsign optionally followed by a "/ and one of the operators' callsigns, e.g.

GX0AROGrGXORC/GAYVM

1
A single club log can be submitted each momttl club's members may submit logs containing jy
their QSOs provided that no QSOs are present in more than one log.

Log formats:
1 The freeFISTS Log Converter progrionWindows version 4.2.3 or later (available later i
2022) is recommended for creating and submitting logs quickly and easily.

1 Excel, Calc, CSV (comsmparated values), or TSb-separated values) filesThe first
row/record in the filemustinclude these exact column names although they don't need
be in this order:

QSO _Date, Call, Time_On, Freq, FISTS, Operator, Mode, Points
Example:
2023/02/03,&VZ,14:25,7.027,12540,G4YVM,CW,1

'QSO_Dateand Time_Ohare UTC.

'Fred is in MHz and must be a decimal number, e.g. 7.027
'FISTS9nust contain a FISTS member number, e.g. 12540
'‘Operatot can be left blank if all the QSOs in the log are from the operakwmse callsign is
included in the covering information e.g. GXO0ARC/G4Y®tflerwise, 'Operator' must
contain the operator's callsign for the QSO e.g. G3QFE.

'Mod€ must be CW

'Points can contain a number or be left blank, e.g. 1

ADIHiles. These can be ADI (text) files or ADX (XML) files and must include the fieldg
named above If the ADIF file includes the STATION_CALLSIGN field, this must be set to one
Of dzoQa OlftfaAirdayao

1
1 Other electronic file formats may kecceptable please ask.

17 NO PAPER LOGS ACCEPTED.

The email address for questions and entries is logs@fists.co.uk

PRIZES

Each year the affiliated club with most points will be awarded fithe 0 Chadburn cup to retain for ever
as well as an electronic certificate which they can print for each club participant.
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https://fists.co.uk/flc
mailto:logs@fists.co.uk

Now some folks have said that their club isna affiliated and so ask how this can be
achieved. It& easier than you think. Get onto your club committee if you'd like to
support FISTS and join this activity.

The requirement is that FISTS and the affiliated club have at least one mutual

member (you)and t hat affiliation is approved |
After that, all that is necessary is to email the details to Graham, G3ZOD, including

details of the approval, the club& name, web page, callsign(s) and anything else that
might be relevant.

Affiliation is free and demonstrates a mutual interest between the clubs and in CW.
Affiliated clubs have links on the FISTS website ( https://fists.co.uk/clubs.html and
https://fists.co.uk/links.html#fistsaffiliatedclubs). A brief introduction is published in

Key Note when a club is first affiliated.

Affiliated clubs are allocated a member number and can participate in the Awards
and On-Air Activities scheme using their club callsign(s).

| WON!

Well what can | say? | entered the Jubilee weekend challenge and blow me | won it!

| 6m very proud of that because | entered
my best, so | am very pleased to see that my work paid off. It has made me wonder
whysome t hings appeal and some donoét éfor e

shock of the jubilee challenge so thought maybe | just like the faster events, but then
realised | have also entered into the spirit of the 35" year challenge- a whol e vy
worth of wo r Kk . Thatdos that theory out the wir
ladder though so now | am confused. | noted that numbers in the event | won were

very low - why was that? | also note very few GGQ6 p r e dir soarmybe we
arenot @yalistdounchiatheayt.

Anyway, to those who entered the jubilee event, thanks and to Chris, G5VZ, who
invented it, double thanks.
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Good QSO

Well, in one evening this week | worked not only Lindy, GOGZN now safely back

from GM land, and Yannig F41UJ again (your CW is improving hugely Yannig,

always a pleasure!!) but also the elusive DX Graham G3ZOD who was working

MQ5IPX, the FISTS club call' | have to apologise for my CW errors to all of you but

|l was being helped by my station | acky B

As you can see, he also rearranges
shoes!

Band condx have been terrible lately and
even the GQ call di dn¢
much fruit although | think to date as |

type | have managed 30 or 40 QSO, so
cana really moan.

And so to tabl eseé

Oh look | won!

A very special thanks to Kevin, KI4DEF, for entering. So glad to have a dx station
join us Kevin and glad you enjoyed it.
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