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SPRING 2011 
Issue 15, Series 2 

The Magazine of the FISTS CW Club, the 
 International Morse Preservation Society 

FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

New “Fist on the Air” Award 
 

David G3SCD / VK3DBD on 
making interesting & original 

QSL cards 
 
Meet Roger G3LDI, Ian G6TGO 

and Jeremy G0AZR 
 
Mechanical Morse SOS Senders 
 

... and much more! 

Club Goals 
 
 Further the use of CW 
 Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
 Engender friendships among members 

“Accuracy transcends speed, 
courtesy at all times.” 

 
“When you’ve worked a FISTS, 

you’ve worked a friend.” 

Website:  http://www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

Don’t forget to renew your 
membership! 

Subscriptions due by 1st April! 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
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Club Sales 
 
Enamelled Club badges Leather Key Ring   
£2 inc. UK delivery £2 inc. UK delivery 
 
 
Vinyl car window stickers  £1 inc. UK delivery. 

 
 
 
 
Note: these are printed in reverse so they 
can be stuck on the inside of a window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom QSL Cards £15 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery. 
You provide your own design for the front (front below is a sample only). 

For more club items and how to order, see the outside back cover! 

http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/


Page 2 

Key Note is the magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
 
Key Note Email:  keynote@fists.co.uk 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 
 
For help with subscriptions, membership applications and arranging Slow Morse 
contacts, please contact the Membership Secretary:  
John Griffin  M0CDL Email:  john@fists.co.uk 
35 Cottage Street, 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 
 
Please send material for inclusion in BrassPounder to the Activity Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  activities@fists.co.uk 
87A Whitehall Road 
West Bromwich  B70 0HG 
 
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road Tel: 01902 338973 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 
 
To order items or to ask questions about club sales, please contact: 
 
Anne Webb Email:  sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 
 
For questions about awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email:  fistsawards@fists.org 
4658 Capitan Drive 
Fremont, CA  
94536-5448 
USA 
 
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldon  M0BLT Email:  forum@fists.co.uk 
 
For help, suggestions and comments on the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email:  webmaster@fists.co.uk 
 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:john@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@fists.org?subject=FISTS
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@fists.co.uk


Page 3 

QSL Bureau 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Chuck Spence  M0AVW Email:  bureau@fists.co.uk 
32 Woodford Walk 
Harewood Park 
Thornaby 
Clevelend TS17 0LT 
 
Incoming QSL cards are handled by the QSL Bureau Sub-managers: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP  

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
Rob Walker  M0BPT 
87A Whitehall Road 
West Bromwich  B70 0HG  

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB  

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  M6PHL 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Mrs Mandy Spence 
32 Woodford Walk 
Harewood Park 
Thornaby 
Clevelend TS17 0LT  

EU & DX members: If you wish to receive any QSL cards from stations you have 
worked, could you please send postage in either UK£, US$, or Euro to M0AVW. 
 
Don’t throw used stamps away! 
Chuck M0AVW collects used stamps for charities.  When you’ve received your 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him 
(address at the top of this page).  Thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 
 

FISTS Overseas 
FISTS Down Under: http://www.fistsdownunder.org 
FISTS East Asia: http://www.feacw.net 
FISTS North America: http://www.fists.org 

mailto:bureau@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org/
http://www.feacw.net/
http://www.fists.org/


Membership Renewal 
Dear Member 
 
Subscriptions are due to be paid on the first of April for 2011 until 1st April 2012, your 
membership number should be found on your address label (if you receive your Key-
note Magazine via the post office,) along with your paid up to date, Membership shall 
be forfeited if any member becomes three months in arrears, Please pay promptly so 
we can calculate how many copies of Keynote to have printed, Thank You. 
 
Please if you have paid your 2011/2012 subscription please Ignore 
this reminder, 
 
Subscriptions may be paid with a cheque (drawn on a UK bank only) Postal order, or 
internet bank transfer to Fists Lloyds TSB, sort code 30-14-51 account number 
00948847 quoting your Membership number/Call Sign. All cheques made out to Fists 
please. 
 
Membership Sec 
 
Mr. S Griffin 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford 
West Midlands 
DY6 7QE   

Payment Slip 

Call Sign/Memb’s No_______________________________________________ 
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Post Code_____________________ 
 
Enclosed 
 
Subscription UK posted Keynote £8 
E mailed Keynote £6 
Inside European zone £10 
Outside European zone DX £12 
Donation (optional) £__ 
 
Total Cash/Cheque £__ 
 
Please return this Reminder form with payment to me, Thank you,             
John M0CDL, Membership Secretary.  
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Welcome to Spring 2011 Key Note Rob M0BPT. #5576 
 
As this edition of Key Note arrives at your mailbox, we are no doubt look-
ing to the coming months of station maintenance-improvement etc.  No 
doubt wondering what the coming year has in store for us from a radio/
CW point of view.  
As a member of the FISTS EU Management team, and my ability to look 
at activity logs/reports submitted to me throughout the year, and com-
ments received therein; I notice that, although reaching a prescribed 
level of CW is no longer a requirement to gain full spectrum privileges 
here in the UK and other countries; newer entrants to our wonderful 
hobby/mode are deciding to learn, by choice the art of CW.  But I feel 
that there is a large void of new licensees joining the ranks of telegraphy 
operating!  So I ask you all to consider making a mental note during 2011 
to introduce any amateur you meet, be it via your local radio club; local 
natter net, local radio rally; to CW!  I know many members are already 
doing this, but to other members of our society: “Be an ambassador, 
even a disciple for our chosen mode”!  Encourage a seasoned amateur 
who has left CW by the wayside to pick up a key once again.  Over the 
decades, CW has been perpetuated by folk like ourselves who have 
passed CW knowledge to the coming generation of amateurs.  Without 
us, and others like us, CW will become a part of the history books.   
I do hope you will add this thought to your “Things to do in 2011”. 
 
Fist of the Year 2010 
The “FIST of the year” nominations were in general, poorly supported; 
however, it has culminated in an unusual event where four people have 
tied votes!  So FIST of the year shared awards (in no particular order) will 
go to:  
 

David, G3SCD/VK3DBD 3756. 
Peter, G4LHI 2219.  
Dave, M0TUB 14528.  
Phil, M6PHL 14543. 

 
Excerpts from descriptions for nominees included: 

“Enthusiasm for the society” 
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“Support and nurturing of new licensees in their quest to learn CW” 
“Help and advice to members” 

 
Congratulations to all four concerned. 
 

Fist on the Air — New!!! 
Finally, in recognition of the generous donation from Mike Bowthorpe, 
G0CVZ of three Czech Morse Keys as prizes to worthy recipients, I’ve de-
cided to activate a “Fist on the air” Award for FISTS Europe/UK members.  
Running from the 1st of April 2011 to the 31st of March 2012.  Using the 
Activity ladder, FSA (Four seasons activity), EYAW (Exchange your age 
week) and SKW (Straight key week) activities as benchmarks.  The high-
est three points percentages will each receive one of these wonderful 
gifts! 
So, blow the dust off your key! 
“Pound some brass” 
Enjoy this edition of Key Note. 
73. Robert. M0BPT 
 

Articles for Key Note 
 
The deadline for the Summer 2011 Key Note is 15th May 2011. 
 
Please submit articles to the Key Note email address 
keynote@fists.co.uk or by post to: 
Key Note, 35 Cottage Street, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 7QE. 
 
Articles can be short as a single paragraph or many pages long.  Accom-
panying photographs and diagrams are particularly welcome.  We’re also 
happy to include radio-related adverts from members. 
 
 

From The Membership Sec’ John M0CDL, #5592 
 
Sorry for the lack of text in this report!  Had a couple 
of episodes in the Hospital!  But back on the road to 
recovery now! 
 
So on with the New Members, please welcome: 
 

http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
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 14877 DL9YCS Joerg  14878 GW4DWN Huw 
 14879 VP8DMH/M0PRL Michael  14880 DK4AA Florian 
 14881 2E0FNG Matt  14882 MM0GSS Gordon 
 14883 2E0KDM Paul  14884 G0AMU Lee 
 14885 ON4MIC Eric  14886 LA1TPA Mads 
 14887 G4MKR Richard  14888 G0ISO Mike 
 14889 OE6JTD Josef  14890 EI9GCB Martin 
 14891 G4SMB Mike  14892 G4WTF Ian 
 14893 M6TTH Thomas  14894 G0PQB Steve 
 14895 SA5ACN Joakim  14896 IZ0RUS Vincenzo 
 14897 G4ZMR Martin  14898 G4CUI Greg 
 14899 GW0KIG Kevin * 15500 G4OWG Roger 
 15501 UU3JU Pavel  15502 PY1EPU Luiz 
 15503 G3XLG Ray  15504 G0OMH Peter  
 15505 G1VGM/G2CNN Simon  15506 G3UD Graham 
 
*Please Note new number sequence 
 
Father Christmas was very kind to me 
this year!  I received a Fiftieth Anniver-
sary Vibrokeyer!!  Here’s a picture from 
the Vibroplex website.  I’m busy prac-
tising with it so hopefully I’ll have more 
to report in the Summer edition.  I in-
tend to stand down as Treasurer and 
Membership secretary this year.  It’s 
been six years since Paul and myself 
took over from Geo’.  The job may be 
split between the current management team.  I think it’s time for me to 
stand down now; I will let you all know when I will stand down.  I will 
deal with this year’s subscriptions, talking of which, Yes it’s that time of 
the year again!  Please note in this edition you will find a Standing Order 
form, but subs. can be paid with a Cheque, Postal order, or good old 
cash!  We also have renewal services on the website www.fists.co.uk.  
Please don’t forget to renew your subs; this could be your last Key Note! 
 
Vy 73 fer nw John. 

Fiftieth Anniversary Vibrokeyer.  At the 
time of writing, there is a small 
quantity still available. 
http://vibroplex.com/vibrokeyer.html 

http://vibroplex.com/vibrokeyer.html
http://vibroplex.com/vibrokeyer.html
http://www.fists.co.uk/subscriptionrenewal.aspx
http://vibroplex.com/vibrokeyer.html
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More Morse Roger J. Cooke, G3LDI, #14580 
 
I am honoured to be a member of the FISTS 
CW Club and feel that I must apologise for 
not taking part in many of the activities.  
However, my excuse is that I am busy, al-
though retired, in several other directions.  
I am the programme secretary of the Nor-
folk ARC, Chairman of BARTG, and the 
RSGB GB2CW Coordinator to mention a 
few.  Then I do like to work a few contests and DX-peditions.  However, I 
promise I will try to do better in the future. 
 
I also write the Morse Mode column for Practical Wireless, and my next 
column will contain a review of the Czech army Morse key.  This is a very 
nice key, well engineered and would be a good asset for any station 
wanting a good straight key to use on the SK events.  I enjoyed participat-
ing in the last SK event organised by the FOC, and will try to take part in 
the next Fists event also.  I used to be fairly fast on a straight key in my 
youth, but now I find it difficult to get above 15 wpm with any degree of 
accuracy and nice sounding Morse.  However, the best fist I heard on the 
FOC event was John, G2FSR, in Brighton.  During the course of our 35 
minute QSO, I found out he is 88 years young! 
 
I do mention Fists quite frequently in my Morse Mode column, so if there 
is anything in particular that anybody would like me to include, please let 
me know.  A few pictures would be a nice idea.  If you have a picture of 
you operating, whether using a straight key or paddle, please let me have 
it and I will get it in the column. 
 
I do have a request to make.  As I have said, I am the GB2CW coordinator 
for the RSGB and we are always looking for volunteers.  If you feel you 
could offer your local area an hour per week, this would help promote 
the use of Morse on the air.  Your local Radio Club would benefit too and 
we would have some more CW ops on HF.  All you need is a two meter 
FM transceiver, a computer and a letter from me.  If you would like more 
details, then please email me at roger@g3ldi.co.uk and I will send you 

http://www.norfolkamateurradio.org/
http://www.norfolkamateurradio.org/
http://www.bartg.org.uk/
http://www.rsgb.org.uk/
http://www.rsgb.org.uk/morse/schedule.php
http://www.pwpublishing.ltd.uk/
http://www.g4foc.org/
mailto:roger@g3ldi.co.uk
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full details.  You do have to be a member of the RSGB too and of course 
be able to send and receive CW.  Strange condition that one! 
 
It would be good publicity for Fists too and might result in more mem-
bers, because that would obviously be mentioned as a help for the stu-
dents.  I do hope you will give some thought to that and I look forward to 
having a contact with some of you on 80 metres some time. 
 
73 de Roger, G3LDI 
 

RSGB GB2CW Slow Morse Schedule 
 
All times are local. 
 
Modes of emission: 
A1A/J3E 144.2508 and all HF transmissions 
F2A/F3E All VHF transmissions 
 
***  Excluding first Tuesday in each month 
 

 GB2CW HF Transmissions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The RSGB logo is © 2008 Radio Society of Great Britain. 
FISTS in Europe/UK is affiliated to the RSGB. 

Monday 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

 20:00 3.550 G0WKL Hampshire 

Tuesday 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

 20:00 3.605 G0BYA Stafford 

 20:00 3.555 GW0KZW Prestatyn 

Wednesday 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

 20:15 3.550 G0IBN Essex 

Thursday 09:00 3.605 G3UKV Telford 

 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

Friday 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

 20:00 3.563 GW0KZW Prestatyn 

Saturday 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

Sunday 19:30 3.550 G6XCJ National 

 20:15 3.550 G0IBN Essex 

http://www.rsgb.org.uk/
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 GB2CW VHF Transmissions 

Monday 09:00 145.250   G0KGU East Yorkshire 

 18:30 145.250   M0APY Leeds 

 20:00 145.550   G3KAF Stockport 

Tuesday 09:00 145.250   G4OOC Pontefract 

 18:00 145.250   M0HAZ Skegness*** 

 18:30 145.250   M0APY Leeds 

 19:15 145.250   G0BYA Stafford 

 19:30 145.250   M0JCD Nantwich 

 20:00 145.250   G3LDI Norwich 

Wednesday 09:00 145.250   G4OOC Pontefract 

 18:30 145.250   M0APY Leeds 

Thursday 09:00 145.250   G4OOC Pontefract 

 18:00 145.250   M0HAZ Skegness 

 18:30 145.250   M0APY Leeds 

 19:30 145.250   G0TDJ Crayford (Kent) 

Friday 18:30 145.250   M0APY Leeds 

 19:30 145.250   M0JCD Nantwich 

Saturday 08:00 145.250   G4OOC Pontefract 

Sunday 10:30 145.250   G3PDH Norwich 

 20:00 145.250   G3NCN Bracknell 

Slow Speed Morse (QRS) Contacts  
 
In the last edition of Key Note, we introduced the Slow Speed Morse 
(QRS) Contacts scheme so that members can arrange QSOs at a speed of 
their choice with volunteers. 
 
Please Volunteer! 
 
We’re looking for as many volunteers as possible.  High speed is not a 
requirement; if you can receive and send with good spacing at 10wpm, 
that’s far more valuable than being able to send at 20wpm but with let-
ters and words that run together. 
 
If you're not willing to have your telephone number published on the 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersarrangeqrs.html
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersarrangeqrs.html
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 website and in Key Note, please consider giving us a telephone number 
anyway so that we can pass it on to individual members if they request 
it.  This will help us to provide a service for members who are not Inter-
net users. 
 
Please send John M0CDL the following details by email to 
members@fists.co.uk or by post to 
John Griffin, 35 Cottage Street, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 7QE. 
 
1. Your first name. 
2. Callsign. 
3. Town/City.  
4. Email address.  
5. Telephone number (optional but see next line!). 
6. If you are providing a telephone number, whether we can publish it 

for all members or if we can give it to individual members who re-
quest it. 

7. List of bands you can operate on. 
8. When you are available (e.g. during the day, evening or weekend). 
9. Any other brief comments (e.g. preferred highest CW speed). 
10. Permission for us to publish the details you've sent us on the web-

site and in Key Note. 
 
Requesting a Contact 
 
If you’d like to arrange a QRS contact: 
 You can contact the member directly by email or telephone. 
 If you want to contact a member whose telephone number is listed 

as “On request”, please send an email to John M0CDL 
members@fists.co.uk and he will reply with the telephone number. 

 If you don’t have email and want to contact a member with their 
telephone number listed as “On request”, please send the callsign 
of the member and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to John 
M0CDL (address above). 

 
List of Volunteers 
 
In addition to the list of volunteers published in the Summer/Autumn 
2010 Key Note, we’re pleased to add the following: 

mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
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New Product — “Radlet” from Walford Electronics 
 
Tim Walford, G3PCJ, from Walford 
Electronics has come up with a novel 
new kit for CW training, which he 
has named the “Radlet”. 
 
This is an 80m CW transceiver capa-
ble of 1 Watt with full break-in 
(QSK), sidetone, RIT and includes an 
integral loop antenna suitable for 
short distances. 
 
It can be built in stages: the sidetone 
can be used for off-air CW practice, 
then the receiver is built for listening 
to CW and finally the transmitter for sending. 
 
As supplied, it operates on 80m but can also be built for bands up to 20m 
if a suitable crystal is used.  At the time of writing the cost is £39 exclud-
ing delivery and there is an optional external full size controls kit avail-
able for £11.  For more information, please see: 
http://www.walfordelectronics.co.uk/ 

 Location Station Phone / Email Bands Availability 

Tuusniemi 
Finland 

Erkki 
OH7QR 

Phone: +3585 0514 
9271 
oh7qr@sral.fi 

80-10m, 
prefer 
30-10m 

Most times but not after 19 
UTC, conditions are best 
during the daytime. E-mail or 
SMS to mobile phone is OK. 

Huntingdon 
Cambs. 

Peter 
G4LHI 

Phone: On Request 
peterg4lhi@ 
ntlworld.com 

Prefer 
80 & 2m 

Any time, subject to other 
commitments.  Prefer to QRS 
to maximum 12 wpm for 
practice. 

New Forest 
Hamps. 

Fred 
M0ICW 

Phone: On request  
m0icw@hotmail.co.uk 

80, 40, 
20,2m 

24/7 (by prior arrangement).  
QRS only (up to 10 wpm). 

Romsey 
Hamps. 

John 
M0XIG 

Phone: 07780 992564 
john.m0xig@ 
telegraph.eclipse.co.uk 

40, 20, 
15, 10m 

Generally day evening and 
weekend.  Prefer around 
15wpm. 

http://www.walfordelectronics.co.uk/
mailto:oh7qr@sral.fi
mailto:peterg4lhi@ntlworld.com
mailto:peterg4lhi@ntlworld.com
mailto:m0icw@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john.m0xig@telegraph.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:john.m0xig@telegraph.eclipse.co.uk
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Roll your own QSL Cards – easy, cheap and satisfying 
David Dunn G3SCD / VK3DBD, #3756 
 
Remember how pleased you 
were when you received 
that very first QSL card? 
 
Mine was a long time ago 
but I remember my surprise 
in getting a card from Radio 
Switzerland (I think it was)  
thanking me for my interest 
and reception report. 
 
In those days I was proba-
bly listening on an 0-V-1  
and having difficulty hear-
ing anything except Radio Moscow and the local Shipping coast station 
GKZ not far away from my (parents’) home in Skegness on the East Coast 
of England. 
 
The fascination of QSL collecting has never died, - very surprising in these 
days of internet, cheap SMS messaging etc.  After all, in the post war 
years and long after, few folk even had telephones let alone used them 
for "trunk calls" or - shock horror,- international calls.  For the benefit of 
any younger readers, a trunk call was not one to speak to elephants in 
the zoo, but the name given to “long distance” calls over 35 miles when 
you had to wait until the operator "put you through".  A one minute 
Trunk call could cost 4/- (or 20 pence in new money) minimum and that, 
to put it in perspective, would have bought a gallon of petrol at that 
time. 
 
I digress:  In amateur radio history it was often said that “The final cour-
tesy of a QSO is a QSL”.  The card was sent by post by each participating 
station.  To this day some of the very old QSLs have become valuable col-
lector’s items.  Not so long ago US$ 2125  was paid for a historical card in 
the USA and a QSL from English amateur E. Y. Nepean operating from 
Tibet (AC4YN) fetched over $1000 (more references if you search 

One of the special event cards I make to suit one-
off occasions.  The AX prefix is only allowed about 
twice a year, as announced by the licensing author-
ity or the Wireless Institute of Australia. 
This was a Commonwealth Games event. 
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Google).  However it is unlikely that our day to day contacts in this mod-
ern age will ever produce anything very valuable!   
Nevertheless, QSLs do seem to continue and although after more than 40 
years of hamming I still have virtually all my cards, of late, I do not en-
courage many, but always send cards to other stations if they request 
one. 
 
When I was first licensed in 1963 Mullard 
offered a stock card having a blank space 
where one’s call and address details could 
be overprinted for a nominal figure and like 
many others I bought 500 of these fairly 
boring examples.  I never did use them all, 
changing address long before I had used 
many and in any case, preferring a more 
imaginative design. 
 
For years, as a self employed photographer, being to a large extent in-
volved in the world of “presentation” and publishing, I did produce for 
my own use various photographic cards which were relatively expensive 
but personalized and they seemed to be appreciated.  Now in these days 
of computers and ink jet printers with coloured inks, design and produc-
tion of QSLs can be very easy and quite cheap, although if you need thou-
sands the professional printer will give you a better deal. 
 
Now I have a number of different designs on-going and of course with 
two callsigns and QTH’s (VK3DBD and G3SCD) plus mobile versions the 
permutations are legion. 
Often I make an individual card to suit a special event or station and the 
design does not always have to be printed and posted: It can be emailed 
as a .JPG attachment or a .PDF file and the recipient has the choice of 
printing it or storing it on disc. 
 
Desktop Publishing 
Over the years my computer skills, virtually all self taught, have been of 
the suck it and see nature and during this period of learning (and that 
never ceases!) I was introduced to a wonderful program sold by Serif of 

A 1961 Mullard QSL card.  
Thanks to Ted G3OZN for giving 
us permission to include this 
image.  Note that they printed 
a zero instead of a letter O! 

http://www.serif.com/
http://www.tedsweb.talktalk.net/
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Nottingham called Page Plus 2.  This was a DTP (Desktop publishing) pro-
gram which really was easy to use and would do most things that very 
expensive programs would - and a lot easier too.  Since then, Page Plus 
has improved again and again and their latest program X4 is still remark-
able value and still easy but contains more features and facilities than 
one can imagine.  You can buy it and try it with a money back guarantee.  
You cannot get better than that!  (I must say I have no connections with 
the firm except as a satisfied customer.) 
 
Printing and Paper 
Most of my designs are based on photographic content, but not all.  A 
few examples are included for you to see.  I usually print four cards on  
an A4 sheet and cut them up afterwards using a photographic type of 
guillotine, the type with a blade  pivoted at one end and a handle at the 
other.  Having been using one of those for trimming photos for 60 years 
or so I find it quick and easy.  Others may prefer the roller cutter type,  
both are easily obtainable and from places like Aldi and Lidl, at very at-
tractive prices.  A cutting mat and a Stanley knife is a cheap and easy al-
ternative.  Finding a suitable card to print on can be a problem: too thick 
and it won’t go through your printer, it is harder to cut, and costs more 
to post (a fat bundle of them).  Too thin and they look cheap and nasty 
and the folk in the QSL Bureau won’t thank you.  Paper is measured in 
weight, GSM - Grams per square meter- and 190 gsm is about the ideal 
thickness which meets all requirements. 
 
A good quality smooth white finish on both sides which reproduces pic-
tures and type without any sign of “bleeding” is available from office 
equipment suppliers in packs of 250 sheets (that is 1000 QSLs) working 
out at around 4 QSLs for a penny (plus ink costs of course, which might 
even double it).  Coloured card is not suitable for printing pictures on as 
hi-lights (white) cannot be printed.  So always use white card unless you 
design a card with lettering only. 
 
Modern printers are often purpose built for printing photographs on pre-
cut 6” x 4” photo quality paper. This would be expensive for QSLs and 
most “buros” prefer traditional Postcard size, that is 3 ½” x 5 ½”.  One of 
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my friends, who found the guillotine somewhat laborious, bought a 
packet of A4 card, took them to a friendly printer who for a nominal sum 
cut the whole pack into exactly post card size sheets.  Using his normal 
ink jet machine to print directly onto these he has no further size 
changes to make. 
 
Layout 
There are a number of advisory rules for layouts, aiming to give a pleas-
ing finished card to the recipient.  This is mainly an artistic feeling and 
rules are made to be broken.  Certain fonts are easy on the eye; mixing 
too many colours can give a messy appearance and more than about 2 
fonts may  create  a messy appearance spoiling the “smooth” visual im-
pact which is desirable.  
 
Layout is often a question of balance, the human eye seems to prefer to 
flow over a creation from left to right, no doubt as in reading.  Some col-
ours, for instance yellow, pink and light blue, are not strong enough to 
stand alone on a white paper background, but they can be enclosed in-
side a darker border. 
 
Photographs 
Because of the limitations of size, any photograph should not have exces-
sive important detail.  Keep the main part of the image large within the 
allocated area and always consider trimming off everything possible sur-
rounding the important section.  It really is a small part which tells the 
“story” - and this needs to fill the frame allocated to it.  In my early days 
as a newspaper photographer, I would take the editor photos of a recent 
assignment, thinking I had nicely composed pictures of the subject.  Fre-
quently he would promptly reach for his guillotine, and cut the chosen 
shots down to absolute minimum, saving space and cost of making the 
“block”, and thus leaving more room for advertisements which of course 
were the paper’s main income.  The fact that the mayor presenting an 
award to our winner of the “Best kept Garden competition” also lost one 
arm, both legs and half his head, did not detract from the information 
contained.  “Faces sell papers” was the general rule and it was a lesson 
soon learnt to include only necessary information in the small space 
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available.  This applies equally to QSLs.  Take a classic shot of your shack, 
with perhaps yourself in the op’s seat; how much can you trim off each 
side without really losing the important picture content?  It really is a tre-
mendous amount, and as you do this you are effectively increasing the 
detail and thereby the size of the parts that matter. 
 
Different cards for different occasions 
There are routine QSLs, just for the folk who want a card and there are 
special QSLs.  Often we like to send a friend or unusual contact special 
thanks for a nice QSO with rather more information on than usual. 
For these I print the back as well as the front, with many variations.  
When printing 4 on an A4 sheet, reversing the card creates a few prob-
lems as printers will usually not print well on the last edge.  So the block 
of QSLs is slightly offset to allow for this.  When the card is back printed, 
putting the same leading edge in the machine will produce a back print 
upside-down.  To correct that, simply turn each item of type the other 
way up, easy with most DTP programs. 
 
Software 
Using a good DTP program it is possible to design and record the file in a 
way the professional printer can use it, thus saving a fee for artwork.  But 
I would imagine anything less than a 500 off would not be acceptable.  
These days we tend to change our equipment and antennas etc. more 
than in past times, so the home brew QSLs in small quantities allow for 
easy and frequent changes, special event calls, portable and mobile 
situations are easily catered for. 
 
By all means use a program you are familiar with, Microsoft Word will 
work, but a real DTP program offers much more and above all ease of 
manipulation to speed production of the final result - your customized 
QSL. 
 
And above all it is fun creating these designs. 
 
 

Continued on page 49 
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"Spotlight on" Jeremy Norman. G0AZR. #14553  
 

Born Nuneaton, Warwickshire, 1950.  Left Nunea-
ton to move to Norfolk in 1961; parents sold their 
newspaper business and bought another business 
in Norfolk.  Attended The Paston School, North 
Walsham from 1961 until 1967.  This school is 
famous in as much that Nelson attended … just a 
little before me but obviously he had been 
around as he had carved his name in every desk I 
ever sat at.  
 
My one and only ambition up until this time had 
been to join the Royal Navy, so Sea Cadets was 

the first step and this is where I was introduced to Morse Code, using a 
hand lamp.  
 
Disappointment struck in 1966 whilst taking a Royal Naval medical; I was 
found to be partly colour blind……so no chance whatsoever of joining 
‘the Andrew’.  Therefore the chosen career was Cost Accountancy, start-
ing work for Jewson’s in Norwich on the princely sum of £3 7s 6d per 
week (£3.37 ½ pence to the unconverted).  Continued to work at this for 
longer than I care to remember.  
 
In 1974, I saw an advert in the 
local paper recruiting for the 
Royal Naval Reserve.  ‘Give it a 
go’ I thought……and was duly 
invited to see what it was all 
about, followed swiftly by a 
medical.  ‘Here we go again,’ I 
thought.  I duly informed the 
doctor of my colour blindness, 
‘Don’t worry son, we will sort 
something out’ were his 
words……and proceeded to pass me fit until we came to the ’dot test’. 
‘Now, what can you see in the dot pictures?’  My heart sank.  The first 
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picture was the figure 5, no problem.  The second…all I saw was a jumble 
of coloured dots.  My heart sank again.  The doc tipped it one way, then 
the other….still no go.  ‘Never mind’ said he ’you managed 50% and we 
are short of Radio Ops…..so I will pass you fit as long as you promise 
never to put your fingers in the back of a radio’.  Jeremy does the happy 
dance all the way home.  Spent three years in the RNR, doing periods of 
training at HMS Drake in Devonport, HMS Mercury, and sea time on vari-
ous minesweepers.  Norwich Communication Centre was closed in the 
government cuts in 1977. 

 
Life continued without any 
radio involvement until a radio 
amateur friend questioned 
why I had not kept up with my 
radio work after the Reserve 
and encouraged me to be-
come a SWL and then maybe 
think about my ticket.  Many 
happy hours indeed SW Lis-
tening with a couple of Ed-
dystone receivers (why oh 

why did I ever sell them??) and then embarked on evening classes for my 
City and Guilds.  Lots of effort into those as my electrical knowledge was 
Spartan to say the least.  Once passed and application for the Morse 
Test, which held no fears for me….my callsign arrived, G0AZR.  
 
I had purchased a Yaesu FT200 from my cousin and was soon spluttering 
into a microphone on 80mtrs.  Hated it.  Could not think of anything to 
talk about to save my life.  All of my SSB working had been on Naval Nets 
where orders and instructions were issued………chat was not one of my 
fortes.  Within a few weeks, the Morse key came out and I was back on 
the air.  Again, I found it difficult to actually have a full QSO….being used 
to sending a message consisting of nothing but five letter groups…but it 
was supremely better than having to speak!!  Didn’t look back from then 
on.  
 
1982 saw me applying to join the Naval Auxiliary Service as a communi-
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cator.  Based in Great Yarmouth, the work was not so intensive as the 
RNR, but at least there was the chance for radio work and sea time.  That 
didn’t last long…… 
 
In early 1983 I contracted TB of the spine and meningitis.  I was hospital-
ised for seven months and discharged from the RNXS as medically unfit.
(Sure they said medically and not mentally).  It was here that CW became 
an absolute treasure.  The meningitis had left me with the symptoms of a 
heavy stroke, my speech came back slowly but my coordination was 
poor.  A very kind friend (G4RKK….thanks Iris) was happy to have lengthy 
QSO’s with me most days and through her diligence and patience my co-
ordination returned by reading and sending.  The doctors were pleased 
and quite amazed with the recovery over three months… After several 
years working as an estimator come technical rep. in security fencing, I 
decided to make an enormous change in 2001 and returned to University 
to study for a Diploma in Mental Health Nursing (at 51 years of age).  I 
qualified in 2004 and after three years working advanced Dementia 
Wards, I now ply my trade as a Community Mental Health Nurse.  
 
Married to June now for six years.  A son from my first marriage and a 
step daughter from my second.  I gave up radio in the late 80s due to do-
mestic problems.  In 2009 a visit to the Radio Hut at The Muckleburgh 
Collection (http://www.muckleburgh.co.uk/) put me in contact with 
members of the North Norfolk Radio Club; visiting there, looking at all 
the vintage gear, listening to the constant chatter of Morse on the Titanic 
exhibition, started it all off again.  Once I had been reassured that I could 
apply for my old licence without having to retake exams….I was off like a 
rat up a drainpipe.  
 
November 2009 saw the ticket arrive; a purchase of a TS830s second 
hand ; finding ATUs and Morse keys packed away….a bit of wire and I was 
up and running.  Finding FISTS on the internet has been very enjoyable. 
By the start of 2010, I was hankering to start back in QRP…something I 
had enjoyed the first time round….and with the advent of affordable QRP 
rigs (don’t forget, I am technically challenged) I bought a second hand 
Yaesu FT817 off a well known auction site.  Love it.  Just love it.  Never 
use more than 5watts now.  I use a microphone once a week for the club 

http://www.muckleburgh.co.uk/
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2 metre net and probably don’t say more than 20 words….still get tongue 
tied.  
 
I still enjoy playing around 
with bits of wire to make aeri-
als.  At present I am using a 
dipole cut for a half wave on 
80mtrs, set as an inverted V at 
around 25 feet.  It seems to 
work well (especially since I 
remembered to have both legs 
approximately the same 
height off the ground).  I really 
am quite envious of those skilled enough to make their own gear.  I will 
always work a chirpy signal calling CQ, because in the main it means 
someone who has had the skill to make something and get it on the air.  I 
am endeavouring to make things, a Walford ATU is almost complete; I 
have managed a QRP homebrew dummy load/power meter, and the 
most technical of all, an RF Sniffer (four turns of wire around a T50 with 
an LED soldered on !! 
 
Likes. Gardening. Caravanning.  RADIO !!. Domestic bliss (rarely achieved) 
Studying and researching The Home Guard and Auxiliary Units. L ocating 
and photographing WW11 airfields and defence systems.  Would love to 
be able to afford to collect Kreigsmarine Radio items.  
 
Dislikes. Stigma attached to mental health.  Inane TV reality shows. 
(Domestic carnage…mostly achieved)  
 
Favourites: 
 
Music. Neil Young; Roy Orbison. The Jam  
 
TV. Rebus; Inspector Morse; Wallander (in Swedish as well as English).  
Dads Army, Allo Allo, Foyles’ War. Benny Hill. The original Star Trek  
 
Pin Ups. Sophia Loren; Lauren Bacall. Diana Rigg. Jamie Lee Curtis. Lt. Uhura 
 
Films: Das Boot; The Graduate. The Bridges of Madison County. 
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Mechanical Morse SOS Senders 
 
Graham G3ZOD writes: 
I noticed an interesting 
eBay item for sale—a me-
chanical SOS sender that 
was once part of larger 
piece of equipment.  As I 
had no idea such a thing 
had existed, I asked if 
anyone on the fistscw 
group could provide any 
information.  What fol-
lows are the interesting 
responses I received. 
 
The unit in the sale (photographs on this page) is stamped “S. DAVALL & 
SONS LTD, PERIVALE, GREENFORD, MIDDLESEX”.  See overleaf for a pho-
tograph of a lifeboat transceiver containing a mechanical sender. 
 
Tony G3ZRJ writes: 
I think the unit originated in a lifeboat radio, the clockwork driven device 
will have had the ship’s callsign cut into a rotating cam and also is likely 
to have produced 12 x 4 second dashes each spaced by 1 second for 1 
minute 12 x 4 = 48 +  12 x 1 = 12  TO-
TAL 60 seconds.  
 
The 4 second dashes when transmit-
ted on 500 kHz W/T Distress fre-
quency were intended to activate 
automatic-alarm (Autoalarm) receiv-
ers fitted to most ships.  On receipt of 
4 correctly made and spaced dashes 
the Autoalarm receiver would ring  
bells in the radio room, on the bridge 
and in the Radio Officer’s cabin. 
 
The Autoalarm receiver provided a 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/
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watch on 500 kHz during the R/O's off-watch times. 
 
The special Silence Periods at 15 - 18 and 45 - 48 minutes past each hour 
would be the ideal times to hear the weak transmissions from a lifeboat 
radio with short wire aerial. 
 
Ships which were W/T equipped also carried a dedicated automatic 
(usually electromechanical) keying device to produce the dashes and 
ship’s callsign if the R/O had the chance to abandon ship while the re-
serve TX, which was battery powered, sent the distress signal.  The one 
vital piece of information not included in the automatic distress was the 
ship’s position; it was hoped that other ships’ D/F fixes would help.   
Many heroic R/Os stayed at the key bashing out the ship’s position etc. 
and lost their lives in the process. 
 
The lifeboat radios were powered by crank handles to drive a generator.  
The later radios covered not only the 500 kHz but also 2182 kHz R/T dis-

International Marine Radio & Co. Ltd. “SOLAS” emergency lifeboat transceiver 
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tress frequency and 8364 kHz HF distress frequency. 
The radios were normally painted bright yellow and were (in theory) able 
to float if dropped into the sea.  I had one radio, which when chucked 
into the ship’s small swimming pool, proceeded to sink quite happily.   
The later radios such as the Clifford and Snell Survivor were relatively 
light and man-portable; the earlier jobs were about the size of a small 
dustbin and were hernia-inducing in weight. 
 
I hope that this will give you some idea of the function and background 
to the clockwork keying device. 
 
Vy 73 Tony G3ZRJ    Merchant Navy R/O 1971-78 
 
Paul G4BNU writes: 
These units come from 
ships’ lifeboat trans-
ceivers.  The trans-
ceiver was normally 
powered by winding 
handles or pedalling, so 
if no one else was avail-
able to pedal, an SOS 
could still be sent.  Also, 
non-radio ops. could 
send for help.  The 
transceivers were usu-
ally in a cylindrical 
(later rectangular) yel-
low fibreglass box, 
which was supposed to float. 
 
I remember the looks of horror when on one ship I was on, at inspection 
time just weeks after the official Board of Trade etc. checks, as one Ma-
rine Superintendent threw it over the side and it sank in seconds!  Sadly 
he forgot to tie on the line provided so it was a diving job to recover.  
None of this over zealous Health and Safety stuff in those days! 
 
73 Paul/G4BNU 

Detail of the clockwork SOS sender’s controls 
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John M0JCD writes: 
The lifeboat sets, if I recall correctly, were made by I.M.R (International 
Marine Radio) and operated on 500Kcs.  The earlier ones were like a me-
dium suitcase and battery powered.  They had the usual controls with a 
key and a clockwork auto key. 
 
The lead acid cells were constructed with two compartments.  The HT 
was supplied by a 90V dry battery and the LT was supplied by what was 
described as a 'Dry charged' wet cell, which consisted of a battery in two 
parts: plates in one section and acid in another, with a metal tool to 
puncture a membrane and let the acid get to the plates.  An aerial and 
earth wire was also provided. 
 
The aerial was supposed to be an inverted 'V' mounted on the lifeboat’s 
mast. 
 
Everything was stowed in a 'Suitcase' which was painted yellow and had 
a rope attached to enable it to be lowered into a lifeboat.  The set was 
stowed in the Radio room ready for use if needed.  This set up was pretty 
standard in the early 50's when I first 
went to sea.  The Marconi 'dustbin' 
type entered service in the mid 50's. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A tale goes that on one occasion while abandoning ship, the R/O was 
lowering the suitcase down to the lifeboat and one of the crew grabbed 
it and threw it overboard with the comment: 
 
"If I can’t bring any of my gear with me you're not bringing any of yours." 
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The set, although supposed to float, immediately sank! 
 
John M0JCD ex Marine R/O  
 
Acknowledgements: 
Thank you to Roy Gerstner for giving permission to reproduce the two 
photographs of the “Dustbin” equipment on the previous page.  Roy is 
himself an ex. R/O and runs the LOF (London & Overseas Freighters) 
News website, which is filled with memories, friends, shipmates, photo-
graphs, trivia, parties, latest news and much more: 
http://www.lof-news.co.uk/ 
 
Thank you to Apostolos, SV1EDY, for giving permission to include all the 
other photographs.  Apostolos was responsible for the eBay sale which 
started this topic and has a huge set of excellent photographs of keys and 
equipment from his collection on his website: 
http://www.qsl.net/sv1edy/Keyindex.htm 
 
For more photographs of the SOLAS lifeboat radio, including the operat-
ing instructions, please see this page on Apostolos’ website: 
http://www.qsl.net/sv1edy/keypicture/394.htm 

FISTS Listening Watch Andy M1ETX, #12578 
 
I have noticed that the activity on CW has dropped again of late; with this 
in mind, I made a point of looking on the band scope on my radio over a 
long period of time.  This was just a casual thing, but it did show that 
there was a fair level of activity around the FISTS calling frequency and 
the FOC frequency, but not at a regular time - so this got me thinking - 
not always a good thing Hi Hi. 
 
Yes, people were going in the shack and calling and getting no response, 
so saying on their nets "you are the only one on today", and I could see 
two other QSOs on the band!  This promotes the concept that “there is 
no-one on; therefore, I won't go on again today”. 
 
With this in mind, I put forward the concept of the old Marine Radio 
watch system, but say, 15 minutes past the hour to 20 minutes past the 
hour, and say 45 minutes past the hour to 50 minutes past the hour, and 

http://www.lof-news.co.uk/
http://www.qsl.net/sv1edy/Keyindex.htm
http://www.qsl.net/sv1edy/keypicture/394.htm
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Foxx-3 Dave M0GGK, #12510 
 
I built an 80m 
Foxx-3 over 
Christmas and 
running one and 
a half watts, my 
first QSO was 
with F6FTB. 
 
Just glad I built 
something that 
finally works lol 
  
73 de Dave 
M0GGK 
 
The Foxx-3 kit is 
a simple crystal- controlled CW transceiver available for 80m, 40m, 30m 
or 20m from Kanga Products (UK).  At the time of writing it is priced at 
£29.95 excluding delivery.  For more information, please visit http://
www.kanga-products.co.uk 

call CQ if you require a QSO - and that way it should put up the chances 
of a QSO from listening stations who are interested in a QSO.  I initially 
visualised this to be used on the 80m band, but it could be used on all 
calling frequencies, if required.  The reasoning behind the quarter past 
the hour and the quarter to the hour is that these were the old Maritime 
distress watch times used throughout the world; also, on the hour is a 
popular net start time. 
 
I am not saying to listen every hour of the day, but try to regulate your 
trips to the radio to these time-slots to save disappointment with activ-
ity. 
 
73's for now, Andy M1ETX. 

http://www.kanga-products.co.uk
http://www.kanga-products.co.uk
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Morse from an Early Age Ian G6TGO, #14556 
 
I was 9 and my mother bought me a receiver 
with VHF and Short Wave mainly to listen to 
the wonderful aeroplanes of that time i.e. 
VC10, Comets, Tridents and the noisy 
BAC111 to those who know it, inbound to 
Manchester Airport near where I lived. 
However whilst tuning the bands I found 
Morse! 
These were the Medium Wave (Medium Fre-
quency) Non-Directional Beacons (NDB) both 
for Aircraft navigation and Marine naviga-
tion, still found today!  Marine were two let-
ter transmissions and three letter for aeronautical transmissions. 
 
So armed with ‘How to Learn Morse’ from the local library, I started to 
listen to the letters and learn the alphabet.  Later I read a book ‘How to 
be a Shortwave listener’ and this opened the world to me.  In those days 
very restricted information was available outside of your own country! 
This was the training ground for my Morse self-learning at the age of 10 -  
well, there was nothing else to be excited about in the early 70's. 
By the age of 13 I was able to take down most of the Morse on 
160m/80m by radio amateurs, but only bits from the many Marine WX 
stations. 
 
Some Morse number stations were active (and still are!), although at the 
time sending numbers or letters, it would be many years before I knew 
what the number stations were actually for! 
By the time I had joined the Air Training Corps as a cadet I was proficient 
at Morse at about 8-10 wpm. 
I was the only Cadet out of the squadron who could be effective in RX of 
CW and that included the uniformed officers. 
 
The Civil Instructor (CI) at the time was the brilliant Barry Langfield, 
G3IOA, a quiet unassuming man always with a wry grin and sucking at a 
pipe, lit or not lit.  A thoughtful man who introduced me to Amateur Ra-
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dio, it is worth mentioning that he worked for Ferranti, I am told as 
something to do with ballistics or missile technology. 
He reminded me of Barnes Wallis as in the Aircraft designer and creator 
of the Bouncing Bomb. 
 
At that time the Icelandic fishing crisis was the news of the day, and 
there was plenty of Morse to chase (no machine Morse in those days ex-
cept from the R.N. typists hi). 
I decided that life as a Marine Radio Officer would most likely be my cho-
sen path. 
Although this was the aim it was not to be. 
 
I became a radio amateur in 1982 after taking the December 1982 RAE 
and received G6TGO in February 1983. 
I took my CW Test in Liverpool in March 1983 with the Chief Maritime 
examiner at that time. 
I arrived in Liverpool for a 1530pm slot I had been given, on time, where I 
was met by an annoyed examiner who wanted to know why I was there! 
‘I have arrived for my Amateur Radio Morse test’ I replied.  ‘Well’ he said 
'you are not on my list but hey laddie, I will do you anyway.  Oh by the  
way you had better be able to receive at least 16's to impress me!’. 
Oh dear, I nearly wet myself! 
My confidence dissolved, I went into jelly mode, started sweating and 
wished I was somewhere else. 
 
He introduced me to a very large Morse key set inside a B2 Radio, colour 
light blue, I believe.  I had a fiddle with the tension, like you would see at 
rallies hi trying to get used to this monster key . 
 
He then wanted to hear my sending first, it appeared he was happy with 
that, and then we went into the receive portion.  Crikey, he sent me be-
tween 15-17's and I was chasing, making errors and sweating over my 
paper.  He said to me he was going to reduce the speed to see what I ac-
tually could receive 100% - it was 13's - ‘not acceptable’ he said! 
This, he said, was because the professionals would not want to reduce 
their speed to suit amateurs and I should be able to recognise the re-
quest to vacate the frequency, especially 1.8 MHz, and therefore he 
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would expect no less than 16's . 
He failed me and told me to come back in 3 weeks time. 
With my confidence in tatters, it would be a further 3 years before I 
would have the courage to take the test again. 
 
I continued to take down WX from Portishead Radio and a few others to 
get my speed up, but did not have the confidence to go for the Morse 
test at Liverpool or Holyhead again. 
 
In the time between 1983-1985, the RSGB had taken over the testing of 
CW candidates and had a more relaxed attitude, so I decided to have a 
go and I passed first time without any issues at all in 1985. 
 
I received my Class A callsign, however I was rarely on the air and HF 
communications did not interest me that much on transmit being an SWL 
then VHF man, so I remained to this day with my Class B call. 
 
A chance meeting with the Radio Officer aboard the Ship SICILIAN 2 
whilst out bound to the Scilly Isles in 1989 from Penzance, Cornwall, relit 
my interest in CW. 
 
My new YL (now my XYL) had heard CW coming out of an air vent and 
pointed it out to me.  I stuck my ear to the vent and it was a WX trans-
mission. 
The Officer inside must have seen a shadow at the air vent and jumped 
out from behind a door and said ‘Can I help you?’.  Now, I was embar-
rassed that my nosey parker behaviour had disturbed him.  He invited 
me to ‘the Shack’.  There, if I can recall, were a few Marine transceivers 
and an Eddystone receiver. 
 
He asked me was I proficient at Morse and I said ‘yes’ proudly and in 
front of my new YL he said ‘well put you money where your mouth is 
now; you take down the WX for me and I will put a cupper on!  Milk and 
two sugars’? 
Having been reunited with the ‘Liverpool examiner fear’ I had to succeed; 
I did not want to look a fool in front of the YL and thankfully, I got it right 
as he had been taking it down in his head anyway whilst making a brew! 
He then explained his role, his shift roster and his pay!  He suggested that 
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I should think about becoming a Radio Officer. 
 
I had wanted to change my career path and so I enquired about how to 
become a Marine Radio Officer.  I was invited to the Fleetwood Nautical 
College in Lancashire to attend an open day . 
I attended and was told that it was a 3 year residential course with a 
foundation course built in, because I fell into the minimum educational 
qualifications bracket i.e. I had not been to university but just attained 
CSE's back in the 70's; being educated at a secondary school I would have 
been required to work the extra year. 
 
I was introduced to a room with Morse keys on every desk and was in-
vited to have a chat with the instructor.  He was impressed that a non-
maritime or professional person could send at that time on a straight key 
what he described as ‘musical Morse’.  However, if I was to get a spon-
sored place, I would have to live at the College and either rent out my 
own house or sell it.  I decided to stay safe and I did not go any further. 
 
It was only a short time later that the role of a Radio Officer was re-
graded to cover ship’s electrical systems including mechanical failures, 
for example, the failure of the radar head, and it is possible that from an 
academic point of view I just may not have made it anyway. 
So I played safe and continued with the career path and company I am 
with today after 31 years. 
 
Today I have now re-energised my interest in Morse, and can be found 
on 50MHz (50.090 or 098).  My mentor and FISTS member and friend 
Graham G3ZOD has had the pleasure of my many errors ‘on air’ trying to 
get to grip with the Bencher Paddle which I now use. 
 
Sadly the mistakes still flow, and I have found using the paddle problem-
atic, however Graham's patience is excellent as is the rest of the FISTS 
members I have worked on this band and I hope I will at least improve 
with time like a good wine hi.  Thanks in particular to Graham for his 
help. 
 
So I look forward in the future in working FISTS members on 6m. 
 
73 de Ian G6TGO, Locator IO83 
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Frans ON4LR #6419, SK  Tony G0PEH, #1657 
 
After seeing the callsign of Frans, FISTS #6419, in our Key Note listed un-
der SK’s, it reminded me that I perhaps, who learned of his demise some 
months ago, could and should have written a few words. 
 
I first worked ON4LR 
back in 2002 and 
stemming from that 
first CW QSO Frans 
and I started a weekly 
QSO.  Over the fol-
lowing years my good 
friend Steve MØCUT, 
also a keen CW op-
erator, joined us and 
we continued to work 
Frans on a regular ba-
sis. 
 
In April 2005 Steve and I decided after consulting Frans that we would 
pay him a visit.  We duly loaded Steve’s car along with our station man-
agers Marion and Liz to drive to Incourt in Belgium to spend a few days 
with him and his lovely XYL, Alida. 
As there were four of us we got Frans to book us into a convenient local 
hotel for the three days we were there. 
 
There followed a hilarious and exciting few days with our Belgian friends 
not forgetting of course to do some operating from his shack. 
 
Out to dinner each night and lots of visiting local areas meant it was a 
packed few days and something Steve and I along with the girls thor-
oughly enjoyed. 
 
So Frans, you may be sending CW from a /P location, but you are always 
in our thoughts.  
73 old chap. 
 
Tony, GØPEH. 
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More on Bathtub Keys Duncan G4DFV, #14801 & Barrie G4OKB, #14840 
 
Duncan G4DFV, #14801, writes: Further to the article on the "Bathtub" 
Key, these were also manufactured by the Whiteley Electrical Radio Com-
pany, in Mansfield, Notts. 
The company had their own Bakelite moulding department where the 
bodies for the keys would have been formed . 
Inside the bottom of the "bathtub" they would rubber stamp it with the 
letters "WERC". 
As an employee there from 1967 to 1990, I once came across a card-
board box containing several hundred assorted component parts that 
made up these keys. 
  
 
Best wishes, Duncan G4DFV 
 
 
 
Barrie G4OKB, #14840, writes: I was an air signaller in the RAF flying on 
Hastings in the 60's.  There were a few other things to contend with 
whilst flying in those days.  For a start most transit flights were flown at 
10,000 feet and without any form of radar to warn of thunder heads, it 
could get a bit lively.  Having a key that was “robust” was a help when 
sending in turbulence, although sometimes it was better to pause for a 
while otherwise it was a question of repeating everything that you had 
been trying to send.  Normally when flying in thunder clouds, you could 
hear the static building up.  It gave an increasing motor boating noise un-
til it was discharged, and it was a good idea to earth a few things.  We did 
have a trailing aerial that could be wound out (56 turns I think) although I 
only ever used it on a few occasions on long ocean crossings.  One par-
ticular day over the Atlantic with the trailing aerial out, we were in a 
thundery area that extended 300 miles.  US MATS aircraft were dodging 
the tops of thunderheads at 30,000 feet with us flying through it blind at 
10,000.  With the build up of static I wound the aerial in and popped  cir-
cuit breakers on a couple of sets, when we were struck by lightening.  
That in itself was an attention-getter but I have often wondered what 
would have happened to the trailing aerial if I had not wound it in. 
 
Regards, Barrie Bloomfield G4OKB 
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Brasspounder December 2010 Issue #57 Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
Welcome.  A belated “compliments of the season to you 
all”.  As you read this many of us will getting back to 
normal after the festive season. 
The weather conditions throughout our isle have created 
havoc for many of us, let’s hope that we are over the 
worst and look forward to more clement weather. 
Let’s take a look at comments, band reports received 
during the month of December, pleasing to see so many 
found time to join in during what is a very busy month 
for us. 
 
From Phil. M6PHL 
 
Hello Rob, Firstly, may I wish a Happy, Peaceful and Prosperous New Year 
to you, your family and all Fists members, also many thanks to all mem-
bers who have helped to improve my CW skills throughout 2010.  A par-
ticular mention must go to Peter G4LHI whose enthusiasm and encour-
agement has been much appreciated. 
It was good to hear many of you on the first Sunday Ladder with condi-
tions being quite good compared to some of the previous months.  Box-
ing day proved to be a bit difficult, with family commitments over Xmas 
and evening conditions not proving so good. 
I have really enjoyed taking part in my first full year on the Ladder, many 
thanks to you all for being part of it and I look forward to working you all 
in 2011. 73 Phil M6PHL Fists 14543 
 
Hello once again Phil. Good to hear from you. Glad you found time to get 
on air during December. 
 
From Erkki. OH7QR 
 
Hello Robert, Please find attached my last ladder log this year.  It has 
been an interesting year with so many fists events.  Many thanks to you 
for your good work Robert.  And next year we have the new Four Sea-
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sons Activity.  I'm sure that many of us are looking forward to it.  So you'll 
maybe have much work with incoming logs, hi. 
Many thanks to all friends and members with which I have had a QSO. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU  73 & 88 to all  Erkki OH7QR 
 
Hello Erkki.  Thanks for your kind words.  It’s always good to hear that 
members enjoy the activities offered by the society. 
 
From Derek, M0DRK 
 
Hi Robert,  Here is my final log for 2010 Ladder.  Happy New Year to all 
Fists members and many thanks to all stations who gave me points dur-
ing 2010.  73 for now Derek, M0DRK 
 
Hello Derek. HNY to you and Mollie, look forward to hearing from you in 
2011. 
 
From Greg, G0DUB 
 
Hi Robert, I was really relieved to make the contact with G3HAL as my 
solitary ladder contact this month.  I could not get on the air for anything 
other than the afternoon session of Boxing Day due to family chores and 
when I turned the radio on found a nice S9 noise source centred on 
3.560MHz as an unwanted Christmas present :-( Only Pol's signal was 
strong enough to make it through the noise reliably enough for a QSO. 
It's been an interesting few months on the ladder and I look forward to 
next year! 73, Greg, G0DUB #6095 
 
Hi Greg, It’s been a pleasure to hear from you during 2010, and look for-
ward to hearing from you in 2011.  I wonder what scrooge type character 
sent you the unwanted Xmas gift?  Hi 
 
From Peter. G4LHI 
 
Hello Robert, I attach my claim & report for the December Ladder. 
Band condx were pretty fair on the first Sunday both afternoon & eve-
ning sessions, but the last Sunday of 2010 was a different matter.  I was 
fortunate to get a fairly good score in the afternoons, no sign of a contest 
on the bands, which was a very nice change.  I do hope some members 
managed a few QSO’s in the second evening but I did not hear anyone to 
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give them a couple of points which I like to do, very sorry guys, managed 
just one local & hope he was able to find a few more?. 
I managed 8 QSO’s for 14 points on first day & 8 QSO’s for 15 points on 
the second & final day for 2010!!  For a final score of 29 points, so let’s 
hope we get a good clear run for the 2011 Activities Events. 
Very many thanks to all for braving the atrocious conditions we have 
been having during 2010 & for your continued support during the year. 
Let’s give our Rob the biggest number of claims & scores during 2011 & 
let’s hope we get many new members joining us “Oldies” for a very inter-
esting new calendar of activities. 
That’s all for now folks, see you in the New Year. 
Keep bashing the brass!  Hope you all had a very good Xmas & if not too 
late wish all members a very Happy, Healthy & peaceful 2011. 
PS, I am still sorting my QSL cards out, very sorry for the delay but I’m 
sure you will all forgive me, just watch the post in the very near future. 
73 de Peter G4LHI # 2219. 
  
Hi Peter.  Good to hear from you once again, let’s hope that 2011 inter-
ests enough to join in the activity calendar. 
 
From Bill. G0BAK 
 
Hi Rob.  Best wishes to you and your family for the New Year. 
Please find attached my Ladder Log for December. 
I found conditions on the afternoon session on Boxing Day somewhat 
difficult.  I seemed to be struggling a bit more than normal to pull out the 
stations from the noise.  I did however manage a slightly better score 
than the evening session on the 12th. 
I got to try out my Christmas gift on Boxing day, my new Paddle.  I am 
highly delighted with it.  I must also tell you that it was made by Tom 
Withers of TW Electronics fame. 
Well Rob, that’s it for now.  Where did that year go?  All the best to all 
Fists Members for 2011 and keep pounding the brass. 
Good luck to all members next year in whatever fists activity they do. 
Bill G0BAK Fists 13262 
 
Hello Bill, Good to hear from you.  Glad to hear that your new gift made 
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an airing over the holiday period.  I notice that you hooked up with 
G3AGA during December, I believe Davey is in his 91st year this year and 
still active! 
It’s always a pleasure to know that the senior amateurs are still on air! 
  
From Graham, 2E0JYK 
 
Hi Rob, finally made the last one of the year and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
Morse code; it was fun and a fantastic way to communicate to other 
hams around the world.  I am now looking forward to 2011 so I can start 
again, wishing you all the best for 2011  and I hope to contact you on one 
of the bands.  73 for now 2E0JYK. 
 
Hi Graham, good to hear from you, and pleased to hear that you’ve en-
joyed your CW throughout the year.  I hope 2011 sees you going from 
strength to strength. 
 
From Piet. PA3AFF 
 
Hi Robert, Here is my last entry of 2010's ladder competition.  Score for 
December: 19 points. 
I was active in all 4 timeslots and skipped both evening sessions.  A spe-
cial experience was working Gareth, 2E0BTW.  He answered my 20 wpm 
CQ call with a QRS call.  Of course I slowed down my speed, but my part-
ner apologised with the remark: “I’m studying for 20 wpm”. 
Robert, thanks for the organization of all Fists events.  Hope to be pre-
sent in 2011 again; and to all stations worked in 2010 the very best 
wishes for the New Year.  73 cuagn from Schaft (province NB) 
Piet, PA3AFF, Fists #445. 
 
Good to hear from you once again Piet, thanks for your kind words, 
pleased you could make it for all four sessions during December. 
  
And from Graham, G3ZOD 
 
Hi Rob.  As I had water where it wasn't supposed to be, I had to exercise 
my lack of plumbing skills on 12th December rather than join in the Lad-
der.  However, Mrs G3ZOD was agreeable to me having a go on 26th De-
cember (Boxing Day), but I did limit it to the afternoon session so as not 
to “push my luck” HI.  I managed a few contacts but 80m was again suf-
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fering deep and relatively rapid fading and I guess many participants 
couldn't make it.  Notable was a contact with Peter G4LHI, being the 50th 
with him, which is also the most number of contacts I've had with any 
station since I came back on the air in October 2008.  Many thanks Peter! 
VHF CW: The November 6m UKAC result for me was 57/69 and for "FISTS 
CW Club" was 29/48, both an improvement over October.  The overall 
position should be quite reasonable when the December results come 
through; as with the Ladder, just being there every session can go some 
way to make up for station limitations and refusing to go on SSB!  A note 
of thanks to Paul M0PNN and Ian G6TGO who have frequently stopped 
by to give a point or two and have a chat. 
Santa brought me a couple of radio kits for Christmas (30m Rockmite and 
Elecraft T1 auto-ATU), but finding the time to put them together is the 
thing currently. 
Thanks for all your FISTS work during 2010 Rob (I wonder if people real-
ise that Rob is also involved in other FISTS work such as sending out new 
member packs and being a QSL Bureau sub-manager?).  Have a very 
Happy New Year!  73 de Graham G3ZOD FISTS #8385 
  
Hi Gra.  A busy December.  I see that Santa was very generous to you and 
other members!  Making me feel quite envious.  To be totally frank I had 
nothing radio related in my sack on Xmas morning!  Just the gratefully 
received usual gifts that dads and granddads receive! Hi! 
 
In summing up 2010, it has been a productive year for the society’s activi-
ties; more and more members appearing in logs over the year.  This illus-
trates that members are not “dormant”. 
Thoughts must go to those members who are no longer with us; but a 
cordial welcome must be extended to those who have joined the society; 
and every effort must be made to nurture the new members who are 
making the effort to learn and enjoy CW. 
It’s been a pleasure to receive logs and hear from you all during the past 
year.  And I look forward to conversing with you during 2011. 
  
It’s time to look at the final ladder table (overleaf).  G4LHI has the top 
spot.  Congratulations Peter.  I have been watching with interest the sec-
ond and third place scores over the latter months of the year; M6PHL 
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came out on top, just edging past G0BAK by four points!  Well done Phil, 
and I hope you and Bill continue your friendly rivalry during 2011.  G0AZR 
has had impressive score with his low power effort throughout the year, 
amassing 133 points!  Well done Jerry! 
Certificates in due course to the top three; and I do award a certificate 
endorsed “QRP” to the highest placed low power entry. 

 

Brasspounder January 2011 Issue #58 
 
Welcome to the first edition of a new year. 
The previous months have been “interesting” weather-wise with all varie-
ties being thrown at us; as I look out of the window this morning whilst 
preparing BP, I see a hard frost covering the ground and adjacent proper-
ties, this is after the strong winds that have been buffeting the island over 

CALL JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS PWR 

G4LHI 31 38 45 33 31 27 32 35 40 35 30 29 406 QRO 

M6PHL 13 15 28 19 18 18 21 23 20 28 30 21 254 QRO 

G0BAK 21 29 28 29 19 9 11 14 18 11 32 29 250 QRO 

OH7QR 16 0 15 24 13 23 23 9 23 16 18 14 194 QRO 

G3ZOD 8 16 11 16 8 13 6 10 22 17 20 8 155 QRO 

M0DRK 11 22 20 15 7 6 16 15 17 5 0 11 145 QRO 

PA3AFF 0 0 22 0 8 5 11 13 19 29 17 19 143 QRO 

G0AZR 0 29 0 0 23 6 13 10 17 17 18 0 133 QRP 

GI4CBG 6 4 10 14 8 10 6 10 11 11 25 0 115 QRO 

2E0JYK 0 0 0 0 0 7 13 12 10 10 16 8 76 QRO 

G3LHJ 0 0 28 20 0 0 0 4 17 0 0 0 69 QRO 

G0OTT 0 19 21 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 61 QRO 

2E0JCY 0 14 14 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 47 QRO 

G4CMZ 0 0 0 18 0 0 0 4 16 0 0 0 38 QRP 

M5FRA 0 0 0 14 10 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 33 QRO 

G0DUB 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 10 9 2 27 QRO 

G4MSN 0 11 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 MIX 

M0GGK 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 QRO 

M0XED 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 QRP 

PA1SOP 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 QRO 
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the past days.  I hope your aerials have survived the weather?  
The Four Seasons Activity (FSA) became active on the 1st of January, and 
already I’ve received entries from members with comments suggesting 
that it is a welcome addition to the activity calendar.   I do hope more of 
you will find time to join in over the coming months. 
  
On to comments and band reports received during January. 
 
I’ll start with words from the FSA entrants; firstly Erkki, OH7QR. 
 
Hello Robert.  Please find attached my Four Seasons Activity Log for Janu-
ary.  I created my log using the Fists Log Converter Program.  Many 
thanks to G3ZOD for this program; it saves much work and time.  My 
computer log program is AcLog. 
Statistics on January: 
In total 82 QSOs of which 23 Fists QSOs with 14 individual members and 
59 QSOs with non-members.  As I had anticipated I had many QSOs with 
my friend Peter G4LHI, even so many that we exceeded the time limit 
of 90 minutes, HI.  Total time spent during QSOs: 14 hours 42 minutes. 
Many thanks and 73.  Erkki OH7QR fists 8318 
Hello Erkki, good to hear from you, glad to hear that you’ve managed 
such an impressive first month of on air time. This activity is designed to 
get members on air and have a chat... 
 
A warm welcome goes to Dick; SV0XBN/9 on 
the island of Crete; who joins us for the FSA. 
 
Hi Rob...  Attached my entry for the January section of the Four Seasons 
Activity; 
Made some contacts, but regrettably no FISTS Members. 
I have left in some ‘non-scoring’ QSOs (in Red) as they show that these 
quick merchants were in amongst those who took their time . . . 
Am ‘booked’ for several contests over the next couple of months but my 
aim will still be to have one ‘proper’ QSO a day . . . 
However, I expect my entry in the Spring and Summer sessions will be 
greatly reduced due to the much better WX and visits from ‘family’ who 
suddenly appear when you live on Crete.  The first arrivals are expected 
at the end of March.  

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersflc.html
http://www.n3fjp.com/ACLog.htm
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Wonder if there will there be a score update on the website each month? 
73 hope you get a lot of entries... Dick. SV0XBN/9 
 
Welcome Dick. Hope you’re enjoying the FSA.  I expect as I write this 
many will be making a mental note to look for you on the band(s) during 
the year.  I look forward to hearing from you and band reports through-
out the year.  The monthly results will be published both on the FISTS Eu 
website, and also by visiting http://m0bpt-fists.webs.com/ 
 
Another warm welcome goes to Mike, 
GM0OAA in Glasgow who joins us in the FSA. 
 
Rob, what a great idea: the antidote to contests!  I have been using the 
soldering iron more than the Morse key this month, so not a great score. 
I do hope this activity gets a good response from members. 
The highlight for me was a chat with G4WJM in Lincolnshire on 30M - at 
ten-thirty pm!  He was a big 599 for seven or eight minutes, but signals 
began to fade and a little later we lost each-other in the noise.  The Chil-
ton ionogram for that time shows that the shortest F2 skip on 10 MHz 
should have been around 2,000 km, while the path between Bill & I was 
only a little over 400 km.  However it also shows strong E-layer ionisation 
peaking (above Oxfordshire) a few minutes after the time of our QSO - so 
this must have been a case of sporadic E on thirty metres. 
The set-up here is very simple - an old Ten Tec Argosy feeding twenty to 
thirty watts into a fifteen metre length of wire slung between two bay 
windows of my first-floor flat.  The finger interface is an original Kent 
twin paddle controlling a new K1EL kit-built keyer. 
73 de Mike GM0OAA (FISTS 791), Glasgow. 
 
Welcome Mike.  Pleased to hear you’ve enjoyed your first month in the 
FSA.  Thanks for your kind words.  I’m hoping that many will join in and 
enjoy the activity during 2011. 
 
From Martin, IK2RMZ/DL1GBZ who comments. 
 
Hi Robert, I sure like the FSA; it's one of the most enjoyable activities in 
ham radio I have ever experienced. 
On Feb 13 exactly 30 years ago I passed my very first ham radio exam 

http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiesresults.html#bp
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiesresults.html#bp
http://m0bpt-fists.webs.com/
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and a few days later I got my first call DL1GBZ 
My February result will be much less glorious than my January entry be-
cause the latter was boosted by a long Xmas holiday. 
The call DA2MORSE,which is assigned to the FMC (Friends of Samuel 
Morse Club) that I am a member of, should be on air the whole year 2011 
with several ops.  73. Martin 
 
Good to hear from you once again Martin. Congratulations on reaching 
your 30 year milestone in amateur radio.  I hope many of you will listen 
for DA2MORSE throughout 2011. 
 
From Piet, PA3AFF 
 
Robert, here is my first entry for the FSA of 2011.  Enjoyed working for 
the 4 seasons activity.  I noticed it motivated me to call and work stations 
calling CQ with QRS speed.  73 Piet, PA3AFF, Fists #445 
 
Good to hear from you once again Piet.  And pleased that you’ve enjoyed 
your first month in FSA. 
 
And from FISTS North America member 
Stan K4UK, who joins us in the FSA 
 
Rob, attached is my log for January in the Four Seasons Activity 2011. 
We did a clear-out of cards here at the QSL Bureau, so I wasn't able to do 
much operating this past month. 
Unless golf interferes in February I hope to do much more hamming. - Hi! 
73, Stan - K4UK 
 
Good to hear from you and have you onboard once again Stan.  I look for-
ward to your reports during 2011. 
 
And from Peter G4LHI who comments; 
 
Hello Robert, I attach my claim & report for the January FSA, the first 
claim for the first quarter of 2011. 
Well, I do hope that those joining in the FSA for this new activity enjoyed 
it as much as I did, & I hope that Rob got a lot of claims for this first 
month & the FSA will prove to be a very interesting activity to add to the 
others on the calendar for 2011. 



Page 44 

I would like to thank those members & non members for helping me to 
gain such a good score, certainly much more than I had expected (118 
QSO’s) & for keeping within the time factors set out in the rules for this 
event to gain the various points.  It is certainly an event that keeps you 
on your toes hi.  I managed to make QSO’s on 80, 40,30,20,17 & 2m. 
I also was very pleased to work four new members during the month & 
hope they will all join us again in the next & following months of this 
event & the other activities in Rob’s Activity Calendar. 
It also gave me great pleasure to be able to QRS with one or two mem-
bers & to help them to enjoy a nice steady QSO, which they appreciated. 
It will be very interesting to see how many claims Rob gets in for this new 
venture, I certainly did not hear any one calling CQ Fists FSA, but they 
could have been on other bands, there are certainly plenty to use if con-
ditions are favourable? 
I do hope there will be activity on this nice new event & Rob does not 
have to cancel it through lack of interest.  Come on guys, Rob puts so 
much into our Fists Club, we must support him. 
That’s all for now chaps, look forward to plenty of activity in this event & 
the Ladder during February. 
73 for now keep bashing the brass!!  Peter G4LHI # 2219 
 
Hello Peter. Good to hear from you.  I’m pleased that you’ve met new 
members in the first month of activity.  A rewarding comment made by 
yourself regarding being able to QRS for amateurs is what FSA is there 
for!  As I never tire of pointing out, to perpetuate the mode, we need to 
nurture newcomers to the mode. 
 
Let’s look at some of the reports/comments received regarding the Lad-
der. 
 
From Greg; G0DUB who comments, 
 
Hi Rob, mixed results in this months activity.  The session on 9th January 
was a bit of a washout for me due to the clash with the RSGB AFS con-
test.  The 23rd was a bit better but conditions in the afternoon were diffi-
cult, losing as many QSO's in QSB as I made. 
This year’s target is to finish in the top half of the table - not making life 
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easy for myself at this rate!  73, Greg, G0DUB #6095 
 
Welcome Greg. Good to hear from you once again.  Early days yet, over 
the years I’ve noticed entrants leap up the results table as the months go 
by; eventually racing towards the finishing post! 
 
From Erkki; OH7QR 
 
Hello Robert, Here is my first ladder log in 2011. On the first day the band 
was quite crowded.  I heard Gra, G3ZOD calling me but at the same time 
there was also another station on exactly the same QRG.  Although I sent 
that I'll listen only for Gra, along came the other station again and I didn't 
copy G3ZOD at all! Sorry Gra, hope that we'll have better luck next time. I 
managed 9 QSOs with Fists-members (2 QSOs with G4LHI as usual, thank 
you very much Peter) and 9 with non-members.  Dan G0SXM - although 
not a member - has been active many times in the ladder giving points. 
73 Erkki OH7QR 
 
Hello Erkki, good to hear from you.  I’ve noticed over the years that 
G0SXM is active during the ladder; I imagine that he enjoys catching up 
with old friends. 
 
And from Graham, 2E0JYK 
 
Hi Rob, Nice to be involved in the activity ladder again, I am really enjoy-
ing taking part in the fun on CW.  The taking part also helps me to learn 
and progress with my CW at the same time; which helps me a lot.  At-
tached is my log for January 2011. 
73 for now Rob, one day I shall make a contact on CW with you. 
Regards, all the best for 2011  Graham 2E0JYK 
 
Hi Graham, Very pleased to hear that you’re having fun and enjoying 
your CW. Natural progression comes with use, enjoyment, and gaining 
confidence.  More importantly; having good friends/members who are 
prepared to spend time with you helping you to progress; long may it 
continue! 
  
From Phil; M6PHL 
 
Hello Rob.  Firstly congratulations and well done to Peter G4LHI in top-
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ping the Ladder again for 2010 and to Bill G0BAK for a very close run 
in, coming in just behind me in third place, I thought you had done 
enough to get second place Bill.  Also thanks to all the other members 
taking part and making the Ladder a success again. 
For me, a steady start for the January Ladder, the first Sunday of 2011 
being virtually a total wipe out, at least the second Sunday of the month 
was much better. 
So good luck to you all and I hope we see even more members taking 
part this year.  73, Phil M6PHL Fists 14543. 
 
Welcome Phil.  I’d noticed the close run in between yourself and Bill de-
veloping over the latter months of the ladder 2010.  Congratulations go 
to all three of you for getting the top three podium spots. 
 
From Bill; G0BAK 
 
Hi Rob.  Firstly, a Happy New Year to you and yours; 
Find attached my Ladder log for January.  I could only manage the after-
noon session on the 9th and as soon as I switched on the radio I realised 
this was going to be bad.  The Contest had taken over the band and left 
no space to sit to call CQ.  Signals seemed quite good on this day how-
ever most of the CQ calls ended with a “TEST”.  I only managed 3 QSO’s 
and none were Fists members, in fact none were UK contacts.  I did hear 
a G station calling CQ a few times, however when I answered him and 
gave my details, nothing; obviously, too much to ask for a simple sri test 
only.  All in all a disaster of a session. 
Again on the 23rd I could only manage the afternoon session again.  
Once again I had a poor afternoon.  Conditions were very poor with me 
on all bands and 80 metres seemed dead.  I could just hear Peter G4LHI 
but not for an exchange.  I told him I was going to try 40 Metres; how-
ever that too seemed very poor.  Later on in the afternoon I could hear 
members working each other on 80 metres, however signals were very 
poor with me.  I only managed to work Peter late on in the afternoon 
back on 80 metres.  Only 3 other non UK stations worked on that session, 
very poor indeed. 
So; off to a very poor start in 2011 with a very low score of 9 points.   I 
hope others found the conditions a lot better than me. 
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Best Wishes, Bill G0BAK Fists 13262 
 
Welcome Bill, everyone was suffering with the “Test” calls during the lad-
der.  As you’ll have seen by my earlier comments to Greg; I’m sure you’ll 
leap up the table as the year progresses (Hi) 
 
A “Welcome back” to Graham; 2E0TEK. 
 
Hi Robert.  Graham 2E0TEK here; thought I would send you my claim for 
the January ladder, you should be hearing a bit more from me again as I 
am getting back in the swing of CW and FISTS again.  Hope you are well 
and look forward to mailing you throughout the year. 
Graham, 2E0TEK Fists 8947 
 
Welcome Graham.  Good to hear from you once again; pleased you’re 
finding time to get back into the mode once again, know many will look 
forward to hooking up with you once again throughout the year. 
 
And from Peter; G4LHI 
 
Hello Robert, I attach my claim & report for the January 2011 Ladder. 
Band condx did not favour us yet again this month & the “contest” on the 
9th afternoon from 1400 to 1800 did not help.  Anyway very enjoyable as 
always, & I think we may have a good turnout for 2011, there seemed to 
be a fair number of members about & I hope the FSA may also have been 
a contributing factor? 
I managed 6 QSO’s for 11 points on the first day & 9 QSO’s for 17 points 
on the second for the Ladder this month.  For a final score of 28 points, 
so let’s hope we get a good clear run for the 2011 Activities. 
Very many thanks to all once again for the very enjoyable QSO’s includ-
ing extra points for the new FSA, this looks like being a very interesting 
event & I do hope that there will be a good few members & non mem-
bers joining in during the year. 
Let’s give our Rob the biggest number of claims & scores during 2011 & 
let’s hope we get many new members joining us “Oldies” for a very inter-
esting new calendar of activities. 
That’s all for now folks, hope to see all those that joined us in January 
many times again during the year & lots more new members joining us, 
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there certainly are a lot of new callsigns & big new numbers on the Web-
page every time you look at it. 
Keep bashing the brass!  Hope you all have a very good Healthy 2011. 
73 de Peter G4LHI # 2219. 
 
Hello Peter.  Once again thanks for your concise round up the January 
happenings.  I look forward to receiving reports/comments from you dur-
ing the year; I have a good feeling about 2011, that many new members; 
and the more seasoned members of the society will be joining us through-
out the year. 
 
Let’s look at the results tables for both activities for January: 
 
 Four Seasons Winter Period Ladder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Both activities have got off to a steady start, many thanks to you all for 
your continued support of the activities within the society.  It’s very pleas-
ing to see you all here once again; a warm welcome to the new entrants 
to our activities; namely Dick; SV0XBN/9 and Mike, GM0OAA.  Graham, 
2E0TEK who joins us once again.  I know that many will be looking to 
make your acquaintance over the coming months. 
 
That’s all from me for another month. 
Till next time;  Keep well;  “Keep pounding brass” 
 
73.  M0BPT 

CALL  JAN CLASS 

G4LHI 409 A 

IK2RMZ 233 A 

OH7QR 193 A 

PA3AFF 76 A 

SV0XBN/9 50 A 

K4UK 48 A 

2E0TEK 35 A 

G0BAK 35 A 

G3ZOD 30 A 

GM0OAA 22 A 

CALL JAN POWER 

G4LHI 28 QRO 

OH7QR 27 QRO 

M6PHL 20 QRO 

2E0TEK 17 QRO 

PA3AFF 13 QRO 

2E0JYK 10 QRO 

G0BAK 9 QRO 

G3ZOD 5 QRO 

G0DUB 4 QRO 
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Continued from page 18 
 
 
QSL card examples 
 
Front cover: My latest paddle key, one which uses two pairs of opposing 
magnets to create tension and four precision ball races for the pivots. 
 
Examples on facing page 
 
1: Example of a custom card.  The basic design can be easily completed 
on the computer with Call and Name etc. and of course signal report. 
Those into serious computer stuff can quite easily write suitable macros 
for say Excel which will import log information directly to a QSL and print 
it and / or a label too. 
Often it is handy to be able to list several QSOs on one card; this is easy 
by just extending the box containing date etc. and adding four or five 
QSOs. 
 
2: One of the Lincolnshire Cards.  I have several different photo versions 
showing local scenes.  On the reverse is brief description of the history 
and / or interesting things to see. 
 
3: An example of how 4 cards (can all be different) are printed on one A4 
sheet, these are all cards which need no back print.  This is of course just 
half of an A4 horizontal sheet. 
 
4: A mobile card with photo taking up all the front.  Due to the large im-
age, a back print is needed and also leaves plenty room to write com-
ments.  Often I use a photo of the actual location of the QSO if it is of in-
terest.  It is the work of a few moments to change just a picture on a QSL 
when printing. 
 
5: A picture acquired from artwork, a Koala bear "Swaggie" (the swag-
man of Waltzing Matilda), symbolising the itinerant workers who travel 
Australia, a fairly rare sight these days.  (They mostly travel by Toyota!) 
 
6: A Mobile card with my Nissan Patrol doing what it does best! 
 
If you would like to have one of these cards in your collection, all you 
need to do is work G3SCD or VK3DBD ... I’m QRV very often! 



 
1 2 

3 

4 

5 6 



Club Sales — continued from front inside cover 
 
Standard QSL Cards  £8.50 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery 

FISTS CW Course  £3.50 inc. UK delivery / 
£4.50 inc. delivery to Europe / DX please ask. 
 
The FISTS CW Course is a Morse code train-
ing package suitable for beginners and im-
provers.  It comprises: 
 The well known K7QO course on CD to 

learn the code (including files containing 
the texts sent). 

 Two practice CD's made by our own Mary 
G0NZA, which are great for people that 
want to improve from the 12 wpm level. 

 An A5 booklet with forty-odd pages that 
includes all the texts for Mary's disks. 

 
This package is a real help to anyone who is learning Morse code and we 
are very happy to be able to offer it. 
 
We would like to thank Chuck K7QO and Mary G0NZA for allowing FISTS to produce 
these disks. 
 
Ordering 
Orders for club Items can be paid for by cheque drawn on a UK bank 
made out to FISTS or PayPal.  (For credit or debit card, see the website.) 
Please include your name, address and details of what you are ordering! 

Anne Webb sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 5RF Tel. 01902 338973 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/memberssales.html
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk

