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SUMMER 2011 
Issue 16, Series 2 

The Magazine of the FISTS CW Club, the 
 International Morse Preservation Society 

FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

Billy M0JHA suggests 
some Summer reading 

 
Find out how CW saved 

a life 
 

Meet Ron G3SEN and 
Jon G0SDT 

 
... and much more! 

Club Goals 
 
 Further the use of CW 
 Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
 Engender friendships among members 

“Accuracy transcends speed, 
courtesy at all times.” 

 
“When you’ve worked a FISTS, 

you’ve worked a friend.” 

Website:  http://www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
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Club Sales 
 
Enamelled Club badges Leather Key Ring   
£2 inc. UK delivery £2 inc. UK delivery 
 
 
Vinyl car window stickers  £1 inc. UK delivery. 

 
 
 
 
Note: these are printed in reverse so they 
can be stuck on the inside of a window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom QSL Cards £15 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery. 
You provide your own design for the front (front below is a sample only). 

For more club items and how to order, see the outside back cover! 

http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
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Key Note is the magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
Except where stated, please send any letters to: 
 FISTS 
 PO Box 6743 
 Tipton 
 DY4 4AU   
 
Contacting us by email / telephone: 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 
 
For help with subscriptions and membership applications, please contact the 
Membership Secretary: 
 
Membership Secretary Email: members@fists.co.uk 
 
To arrange Slow Morse contacts, please contact: 
 
John  Griffin  M0CDL Email: qrs@fists.co.uk 
 
Please send material for inclusion in Brasspounder to the Activity Manager: 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email: activities@fists.co.uk 
 
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
 Tel: 01902 338973 
 
To order items or to ask questions about club sales, please contact: 
 
Anne Webb Email: sales@fists.co.uk 
 
For questions about awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email: fistsawards@gmail.com 
4658 Capitan Drive 
Fremont, CA  
94536-5448 
USA 
 
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldron  M0BLT Email: forum@fists.co.uk 
 
For help, suggestions and comments on the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: webmaster@fists.co.uk 
 
FISTS Overseas FISTS Down Under: www.fistsdownunder.org 
 FISTS East Asia: www.feacw.net 
 FISTS North America: www.fists.org 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org
http://www.feacw.net
http://www.fists.org
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QSL Bureau  ****** IMPORTANT NEWS!!! ****** 
 
Outgoing cards are now sent to the new QSL Bureau Manager, Rob 
M0BPT.  There are also new Sub-managers for the older “G” (G1, G2 
etc.) callsigns, special event callsigns, Welsh callsigns and SWLs. 
 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  bureau@fists.co.uk 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU 
 
Incoming QSL cards for UK members are handled by the QSL Bureau Sub-
managers.  Please send them your stamped, self-addressed envelopes: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP 

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
John Griffin  M0CDL 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB 

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  M6PHL 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Paul Webb  M0BMN 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 

 
 
 
 
EU & DX members: If you wish to receive any QSL cards from stations you have 
worked, please send postage in either UK£, US$, or Euro to Rob M0BPT. 
 
Please don’t throw used stamps away!! 
Chuck M0AVW collects used stamps for charities.  When you’ve received your 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him: 
 
Chuck M0AVW, 32 Woodford Walk, Harewood Park, Thornaby  TS17 0LT  
 
Thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 

mailto:bureau@fists.co.uk
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Welcome to Summer 2011 Key Note Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Welcome to Summer—or what passes for it.  Despite reports of water 
shortages, there’s been plenty of rain here in the North West of England! 
 
Front Cover Photograph 
The photograph on the front cover was taken at the NARSA Norbreck 
Rally (Blackpool, UK) earlier this year.  Shown from left to right are: Paul 
M0BMN, Roy G4SSH, Gillian M0BTG, Terry G0PIL and John M0CDL.  This 
was another successful day for us, meeting current and new members 
and, like last year, on a gloriously sunny day.  Sadly none of Blackpool’s 
famous  trams were seen though due to maintenance work on the tram-
way. 
 
New Postal Address 
To address concerns we had about security and privacy, and to help sim-
plify contacting us by post, we now have a Post Office box number avail-
able (see page 3).  Any correspondence can be sent there, but please 
continue sending stamped, self-addressed envelopes direct to your QSL 
Bureau Sub-manager to help save us having to forward large letters. 
 
Role Changes at FISTS 
There have been some organisational changes since the Spring Key Note.  
Sadly, Chuck M0AVW (QSL Bureau Manager), his XYL Mandy (QSL Bureau 
Sub-manager for Wales and Short Wave Listeners) and John M0CDL 
(Membership Secretary) have now resigned from their posts.  We’re very 
grateful to them for their long service to FISTS; please see below for 
more information. 
 
The Membership/Treasurer roles will now be split between myself and 
Rob M0BPT.  Rob has also taken over as QSL Bureau Manager, John 
M0CDL has take over as QSL Bureau Sub-manager for G1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 
special callsigns (GB, GX etc.) and Paul M0MBN has taken over as Sub-
manager for Wales and SWL. 
 
Chuck M0AVW and Mandy 
Chuck took over running the QSL bureau in July 2000 and so has been 
providing this valuable service for over a decade.  Chuck’s XYL Mandy has 
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been helping with the bureau as a Sub-manager for Welsh and SWL 
members.  She was also the FISTS Membership Secretary for a period up 
to December 2006.  Chuck and Mandy are both keen equestrians and are 
looking forward to being able to spend more time on this. 
 
John M0CDL 
John became Membership Secretary in May 2006 and additionally took 
on the role of Treasurer in December 2006.  The two roles are very time 
consuming and John is looking forward to being able to spend some time 
on the air himself and pursuing his other hobbies.  However, he didn’t 
quite manage to escape and, as mentioned earlier, is now the QSL Sub-
manager for the early G and special callsigns in addition to his role man-
aging the QRS Contact scheme! 
 
Autumn Key Note 
The deadline for the Autumn Key Note will be the 15th of September.  
Please take some time and send in your articles.  They can be emailed to 
keynote@fists.co.uk or sent by post to FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU. 
 
Activities, Fist on the Air and Prizes!! 
Please do join in the on-air activities.  I’ve seen comments along the lines 
of “I don’t do contests” but FISTS activities are much more laid back.  One 
of my most recent contacts during the FISTS Ladder lasted over an hour!! 
 
It’s still not too late to have a chance of winning one of the three excel-
lent Czech Morse Keys donated by Mike Bowthorpe G0CVZ as part of the 
“Fist on the Air” award.  All you have to do is join in as many of the quali-
fying activities as you can between now and March 31st 2012 and you’ll 
automatically be entered into Fist on the Air.  In April 2012, Rob will 
award the keys to the three highest scoring participants, with one quar-
ter of the points earned by scores in each of the Ladder (April 2011-
March 2012 inclusive), Four Seasons (April 2011-March 2012 inclusive), 
Straight Key Week 2011 and Exchange Your Age Week 2012 activities. 
 
Have fun and good luck! 
 
73 de Graham G3ZOD FISTS #8385 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
http://www.fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
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From The Membership Sec’ John M0CDL, #5592 
 
Hi All, this will be my last report!  I’ve decided 
to step down from the Membership Sec’s 
post.  It was a hard decision but I feel that af-
ter nearly six years in the post it is time for 
someone else to take up the reins.  Graham 
G3ZOD will be taking over the Membership 
Sec’s position and Rob M0BPT will take over 
the Treasurer’s position, but I’ll still be around 
to keep an eye on things!!  Hi Hi.  I’m off to 
the back room and I’ll be taking over part of 
Rob’s QSL Manager’s duties.  I hope to still pop up on the Fists Stand at 
the Rallies now and then.  I have really enjoyed being a part of Fists. 
 
I think a lot of people thought Fists would come to an end when George 
died but with Paul M0BMN, Chuck M0AVW, Rob M0BPT, myself and oth-
ers, we kept it running and growing to what it is today.  It will be up to 
others to lead the way forward, but I think we are on an even keel.  As a 
lot of you know I have had a few problems with my Ticker, and I had a 
couple of bouts in the hospital in the early part of the year, so that is why 
I’ve decided to step down.  I shall miss the jobs but I need to look after 
myself a little more!  The bonus being I should be able to switch the radio 
on more if I can find it! 
 
 

 

John M0CDL 

I’m sorry to announce the following members are Silent Key: 
 258 G0AQJ Brian 
 4862 5B4AGP Tom 
 4889 ON6ZJ Leon 
 4892 GW3ZCF Robin 
 8307 G4KGD Roy 
 9804 GW3VEN Alan 
 9845 G0RJM Alan 
 9848 G8PG Gus 
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FISTS Award Winners  
 
Hearty congratulations to the following FISTS Award winners: 
 
Ken G4RHR, #2248 Silver Century Award & Platinum Award 
Stan K4UK, #2934 Millionaire 15 Million Sticker 
Ray WB6SZZ, #5703 USA Worked All States Award, Gold Century 

Award & Millionaire Award along with the 2 and 
3 Million Endorsement Stickers 

Jimmy K4YFH, #7807 Basic Century Award 
Greg W8VIJ, #8190 Silver Century Award  
Graham G3ZOD, #8385 Basic Century Award & Millionaire Award 

Here’s the list of new members.  Welcome to: 
 
 15507 M0ZZA Anthony 15526 EA1AER Juan 
 15508 MW0ECX Neil 15527 G0WAT Paul 
 15509 G8NHN Brian 15528 LA1MSA Sven 
 15510 9N-SWL-1 Sunil 15529 W5BIB Steve 
 15511 AB1EH Abie 15530 M0PAM Armando 
 15512 BX2ABT / PA2BX Hans 15531 G3VRY Jim 
 15513 ON4CCU Bart 15532 IK0ADR Fredrico 
 15514 M1OCN Colin 15533 M0DFF Mark 
 15515 G0SDT Jonathan 15534 M0WDE Eddie 
 15516 OH5FNI Timo 15535 G3REB Roger 
 15517 G4RVG Ian 15536 2M0NJS Nigel 
 15518 M0OZH Mike 15538 LA8DNA Joern 
 15519 G0CTO Ian 15539 2E0CEW Barry 
 15520 G4JAJ Brian 15540 EI4HQ Cormac 
 15521 G0PIL Terry 15541 G4NBQ Ray 
 15522 M1RPW Iain 15542 ON4DCP Michel 
 15523 G0XGK George 15543 DL7FP Francis 
 15524 G0NVT Phil 15544 G4ILR Chris 
 15525 M0GWQ John 15545 DL3YDY Bernd 
 
So with that it’s a vy 73 frm me, hope to meet up on air soon, Gud Luk 
Gud Dx John M0CDL. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#silvercenturyaward
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#platinumaward
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#millionaireaward
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#usaworkedallstatesaward


Page 9 

Update on ‘Building CW Touch Keyers’ from Ian G4MLW, #130 
 
In the Spring 2010 edition of Key Note, 
Ian G4MLW, #130, wrote an interesting 
article about building CW touch keyers 
and finger pieces for them.  At the time, 
Ian’s callsign and member number didn’t 
appear in the article—apologies to Ian. 
 
Ian reports that he is now exclusively us-
ing a CW touch keyer and brass picture 
hook finger pieces for CW and writes: 
 
“Have now built a touch keyer, boxed it and fixed it to the underside of 
the operating desk.  I can now use the paddles with my arm resting on my 
leg/knee.  It is really relaxing and removes a lot of the strain.  I wonder if 
anyone else has tried it?” 

Brass picture hooks used as finger 
pieces, plugged into banana sockets. 

Roger K1TG, #10462 USA Veteran Award 
Peter M0CYR, #10897 Basic Century Award 
Larry KA8HFN, #11631 Diamond Century Award & Platinum 500 Award 
Gary W4IHI, #13344 Gold Century Award 
Robert NG9Y, #14411 Basic Century Award 
 
FISTS Awards are included in your membership.  When your award appli-
cation is accepted, you will be sent a real, beautiful, high quality certifi-
cate by post—no downloading or D.I.Y. printing required! 
 
Details of the awards and how to apply for them are sent out to new 
members and are also available on the website www.fists.co.uk/awards. 
 
If you have an electronic logbook, the FISTS Log Converter Windows pro-
gram is free and can be used to make keeping track of your progress to-
wards the awards a breeze.  It will also generate applications ready to be 
sent to the FISTS Awards Manager, Dennis K6DF.  The program can be 
found at www.fists.co.uk/flc. 

https://www.fists.co.uk/docs/keynotes/kn0310a5.pdf
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#diamondcenturyaward
https://www.fists.co.uk/members/membersawards.html#basiccenturyaward
http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
http://www.fists.co.uk/flc
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
http://www.fists.co.uk/flc
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Homebrew Magloop Ernest G3ITL, #14069 
 
Hi everyone!  From my stack of Key Notes it seems that I joined FISTS in 
2008, at the tender age of 82 and a bit, and quite as devoid of anything 
like Morse skill as I am now.  I got my present call in 1952, having been 
helped over that hurdle by G2HNF's ever patient CW.  Since then I have 
been on and off the bands at varying intervals, propelled by “the slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune” (or so I claim).  My present, gently 
smouldering hope is still to get my Morse somewhere near useable com-
petence. 
 
My Homebrew Magloop  (80m to 20m) 
I needed a small but ambitious 
antenna to revive my operating 
“skills” and tried a loop antenna 
for QRP to 50W or so, 7 to 28 
MHz, maybe 3.5 as well.  Flexible 
matching and at least moderate 
efficiency seemed an additional 
challenge for my construction 
skills.  Range of 3.5 to 21 MHz or 
more seemed unlikely enough to 
tempt me, but I thought silvered 
mica padding capacitors 
(“padders”) below 10MHz were 
worth a try.  It took me for ever, and actually DOES work (even when 
hampered by my barely-existent CW “skills”!). 
 
Outline 
Inspiration from various places (including the GQRP club Antenna Hand-
book of 1992 and G4FON web site) was adapted and distorted to become 
a 47cm x 147cm rectangular magloop of 1.5cm copper pipe with the al-
most unavoidable compression joints. 
 
Construction 
15mm copper (plumbing) pipe using compression fittings and trans-
former matching (adapted from various notes in QRP Antenna book 1992 

Diagram of Ernest’s magnetic loop antenna 

http://www.gqrp.com/
http://www.g4fon.net/MagLoopTwo.htm
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and elsewhere). 
The split stator capacitor (47 + 47pF) is mounted in a plastic box enabling 
three configurations (split stator, one section on its own, or 2 sections in 
parallel with or without the use of silvered mica padder assemblies). 
A patient op. can configure the antenna for any band between 3.5MHz 
and 28MHz. To achieve this, matching done via a switched multi-tapped 
toroidal transformer at the coax entry point is adopted. 
Strange to relate, it actually works - but it is of course, entirely capable of 
driving the operator to despair when switching LF bands - since my se-
rial/parallel sets of silvered mica padders (needed below 10 MHz) are 
quite capable of drifting just that little bit out of range at the wrong time 
- and, of course, back when I try to pin them down!  Beware of the effect 
of too much QRO! 
A relay operated padder-and-matching control box could of course be 
used to minimise some of these problems (IF you can find adequate re-
lays for less than about two king's ransoms!). 
 
Matching 
Matching is by use of a multi-tapped torroidal transformer threaded onto 
the (locally insulated) loop conductor at the earthy (i.e. coax socket) 
point opposite the tuning assembly. 
 
Transformer core: Ferrite or iron dust torroids (e.g. Bowood FRA 150 
(ferrite, 1.5 inch outer diameter) or Amidon RED 150 (iron dust core).  
Both have worked in the past.  N.B. allowance is needed on the core ap-
erture for the necessary insulation. 
Primary: The main antenna loop conductor, with the transformer posi-
tioned at 180 (electrical) degrees from the tuning components, and in 
close proximity to the coax entry (and earth point). 
Secondary:  Suitably enamelled copper wire; strip should give a small re-
duction of copper losses (but unlikely to be significant for the antenna as 
a whole). My 1mm wire gets warm from 30W or so (or is it the core, or 
both?) 
Windings: I have tuned bands from 80m to 10m with decent SWR, and 
had a few QSOs on 80m, 40m, 20m and 15m (limited by my awful CW!) 
using 6, 8, or 12 secondary turns, switched by rotary switch. 

http://www.bowood-electronics.co.uk/
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“Twisted gamma” match (G3LHZ. See International Antenna Collection, 
RSGB and ARRL, 2003, p 229): this alternative might present lower loss 
and need less fiddly adapting for the wide overall bandwidth.  I am now 
inclined to re-try this (some time!), having actually seen this paper - but 
who knows when! 
 
Results 
One rough guesstimate of operating Q (RX bandwidth based) gave a 
value about 300 near 3.5MHz. 
A small variety of QSOs (about 1 in 3 at QRP), including one improbable 
599 from OK when I was using 50W (the level at which my padders start 
to warm up, hi!).  More operating is about due – so if you ever hear an S -
1 signal of unreadable CW, it might well be me, hi! 
 
Ernest G3ITL,  FISTS 14069 

AGCW-DL celebrates its 40th Birthday Kai-Uwe Hoefs DL1AH 
 
The AGCW-DL CW club celebrates its 40th Birthday.  Let's celebrate in-
deed.  On this occasion AGCW-DL gives a beautiful award for activities in 
the year 2011.  We expect it to be neither particularly difficult nor easy 
for a really active CW operator and we are looking forward to your appli-
cation. 
 
Participants 
All licensed radio amateurs and SWL are welcome to participate.  
All bands may be used as long as they are covered by the license class 
of the operator. 
 
A total of 40 DXCC/WAE countries must be worked.  A country is eligible 
if it is in either the current DXCC or WAE lists.  Official club stations of 
AGCW-DL are eligible as "jokers", i.e. they count as if they were a sepa-
rate DXCC/WAE country.  QRP stations with 5W or less RF output score 2 
points for every country or club station. 
 
The list of eligible jokers is:  
 df0acw df0agc dk0ag dl0agc dl0cww dl0da dr40agcw 

http://www.agcw.org/en/
http://www.fists.co.uk/dxcclist
http://www.fists.co.uk/waelist
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SWL 
A total of 40 countries must be heard (entity according to the DXCC-list 
or WAE-list valid at the date of the contact).  Official club stations of 
AGCW-DL score 2 points. 
 
Time constraint 
Countries and jokers must be worked or heard in a time slot of 40 con-
secutive days of your own choosing. 
 
Examples: the earliest possible time slot is Jan. 1st, 2011, until Feb. 09th, 
2011, and the latest possible time-slot is Nov. 22nd, 2011, until Dec. 31st, 
2011. 
 
Mode 
Only contacts made or heard in CW are eligible but it is not allowed to 
use decoders and keyboards.  The use of elbugs with an internal memory 
is okay. 
 
Fee 
No fee at all.  We are celebrating our anniversary! 
 
Application 
Send list of worked or heard entities and a declaration of having ob-
served the rules, written or by email to the manager. 
 
Award-Manager 
Kai-Uwe Hoefs, DL1AH Email to: dl1ah at agcw.de 
Hohe Str.23, 27374 Visselhoevede, Germany 
 
The ARRL DXCC country list is available via  www.fists.co.uk/dxcclist 
The DARC WAE country list is available via www.fists.co.uk/waelist 
The AGCW-DL website is at www.agcw.org 
 
AGCW-DL and FISTS are members of EUCW, an association of European 
CW clubs  

mailto:dl1ah@agcw.de
http://www.fists.co.uk/dxcclist
http://www.fists.co.uk/waelist
http://www.agcw.org/en/
http://www.agcw.org/eucw/english.html
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RAF Experiences Barrie G4OKB, #14840 
 
In the Spring Key Note, Barrie G4OKB men-
tioned some of his experiences flying with the 
BathTub key.  Barrie has kindly provided some 
photographs and commentary about his RAF 
days. 
 
The photograph on the right is when I first was 
training at RAF Hullavington taken in April 
1961. 
 
Below is one taken last year, of me inside the 
Varsity that is up at Newark Air Museum, sit-
ting at the same signaller’s position that I 
trained in.  Surprisingly the aircraft WF369 is 
the first aircraft in my flying log and the first 
Morse key is the same one that I used on that 
flight on 26th April 1961! 
 

On the following page is one of me in 
uniform on 4th September 1963 RAF 
Idris (Tripoli) operating on the way 
back from Nigeria having spent a few 
weeks flying with the UN in the 
Congo in formation over Malta. 
 
I was on 24 Squadron 62-64 at RAF 
Colerne and then 48 Squadron based 
at Changi, Singapore.  The signaller’s 
position in the Hastings was behind 
the captain and we had control of all 
the radios, HF, VHF and UHF.  We 
also had a system whereby the Sig-
naller could be on intercom and radio 
but the crew could just be on inter-
com.  This meant that there was no 
need for the rest of the crew to listen 

Barrie in April 1961 at RAF 
Hullavington 

Barrie back in Vickers Varsity WF369 at 
Newark Air Museum. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Hullavington
http://www.newarkairmuseum.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Castel_Benito
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Castel_Benito
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Colerne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Colerne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Changi
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to the continuous R/T when things got 
busy.  The HF we used was the STR18, 
Xtal (crystal) controlled so we had to 
make sure that we had the correct 
channels for the flight otherwise we 
were into the lift-up drawer at the sig-
naller’s position where we had 177 xtals 
and having to re-tune in flight.  We used 
mainly VHF for airfield and airways but 
when we went out of range (100nm 
roughly) we were using HF R/T to stay in 
contact with the controlling Air Traffic 
Control.  We also sent C/W position re-
ports to the RAF station responsible for 
the area. 
 
Just as an aside, when over the ocean 
working ATC on HF (before the days of 
SSB) it was not uncommon to lose the 
ATC on R/T but 
we could always 
get through on 
C/W to our RAF 
stations.  On one 
occasion I relayed 
for a BA 
707 because he, 
sitting at 36,000 
ft., was out of 
contact with the 
civil Air Traffic 
and obviously had no C/W or radio operator. 
 
Barrie Bloomfield, G4OKB 

Barrie in September 1963 at RAF 
Idris (Tripoli) 

Handley Page Hastings in formation over Valetta, Malta. 
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T32C DXpedition to Kiritimati Neville G3NUG, Team Leader  
 
I am writing to you about the forthcoming 
DXpedition to Kiritimati (Christmas Island) in 
Eastern Kiribati being organised by the Five 
Star DXers Association.  This will take place in 
September to October 2011 with the callsign 
T32C.  See our web pages for further details 
www.t32c.com. 
 
The brochure gives a great deal of informa-
tion about our forthcoming operation http://tinyurl.com/t32cbrochure.  
 
We would like to contact as many of your members as possible.  On our 
part we are taking a huge number of antennas (both for transmitting and 
receiving) and excellent radios (16 Yaesu FT-5000 transceivers and 16 VL-
1000 linears) so your members should be able to hear us.  
 
We will be writing articles nearer the time describing wire antennas with 
which everyone should be able to make a contact.  Best times and bands 
to make QSOs will be shown on our web pages and these will be updated 
regularly based on actual data. 
 
Please ask your club members without good antennas to be patient.  We 
are on Kiritimati for a long period including four full weekends.  Most 
people should be able to get through in the final two weeks of the opera-
tion particularly on weekdays.  
 
We believe that some members of European clubs, particularly those 
who are recently licensed or are returning to the hobby, may never have 
made a contact with the Pacific.  This is a great opportunity to do this. 
 
We want to work as many unique callsigns as possible.  The target is 
40,000 uniques, this is tough but achievable and we have done it before.   
Note that, from our past experience, on average every fourth QSO is a 
unique.  We also have a target to make 150,000 QSOs. 
 
We will be making a huge effort on LF and on the edge bands.  We will 
have eight Beverages as well as many verticals (see the brochure).  Alto-

Kiritimati (Christmas Island) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiritimati
http://www.t32c.com/
http://tinyurl.com/t32cbrochure
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gether there will be 40 operators at T32C; 30 operators will be on site 
every day of the operation. 
  
In the case of European clubs we intend to focus on every propagation 
opening.  Generally these will be limited to a maximum of four hours per 
band each day.  We will also make similar efforts to contact the Eastern 
United States. 
 
In the case of UK clubs we want to contact between 1,000 – 2,000 unique 
callsigns. We have done this before.  This is a tremendous challenge as 
many amateurs in the UK have limited space or cannot get planning per-
mission to install Yagis or similar antennas.  We would appreciate the 
support of clubs by encouraging their members to get on the air. 
 
We are actively seeking sponsorship.  With a project of this magnitude, 
the huge amount of equipment, antennas and other ancillary gear neces-
sary needs to get to the island in a container weighing around nine ton-
nes.  We are seeking sponsorship from DX clubs, societies and individu-
als.  All members of the DXpedition are paying in the order of £3,500 
(GBP) to £4,800 (GBP) each, (US$5,250 to US$7,200) to cover their own 
travel expenses, their accommodation and food on the island.  This in-
cludes a contribution to the logistics costs of £500 (GBP) or US$750 per 
head.  Sponsorship monies will be used to fund the balance of the costs 
of equipment including two 10 KVA generators, antennas, coaxial cable, 
computers and ancillary equipment, together with the cost of shipping 
and insurance from Europe to Christmas Island and back, and Customs 
and other legal paperwork. 
  
Clubs and individuals can help the DXpedition by making donations 
through the sponsorship page on our website.  All sponsors will be 
shown on the website and on QSL cards (subject to certain limits); links 
will be shown to the web sites of sponsoring clubs. 
  
Best Wishes and 73, Neville G3NUG, Team Leader T32C, Chairman FSDXA 
 
Email: g3nug@btinternet.com 
Website: www.t32c.com 
Brochure: http://tinyurl.com/t32cbrochure 

mailto:g3nug@btinternet.com
http://www.t32c.com/
http://tinyurl.com/t32cbrochure
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Ron’s Early Radio Days Ron G3SEN, #14565 
 
My early days were spent in Whitburn, in the northeast of England and I 
first became interested in radio as a young schoolboy on seeing a news-
paper classified advert in the 1950’s for a build it yourself 1 valve radio. 
The caption showed a pipe smoking 
man with earphones on and a happy 
smile on his face.  My dad built it up for 
me in a plastic box and amazingly it 
worked!  I’d experimented with a crys-
tal set and took it with me on holiday 
with my parents, staying in a guest 
house in Windsor where the owner 
was very surprised to see 150ft of wire 
trailing around his garden and the wire 
going into my room!  My parents were spoken to! 
 
My next addition was an old valve radio I saw in a church jumble sale 
which had some intriguing station names on the dial including weather 
and aircraft.  I never did hear any aircraft as this was on Long Wave but I 
did hear a local voice one night at the top of medium wave which turned 
out to be Wally Swinburn, G2TG, a well known local radio ham.  I was in-
trigued to hear this chap and tracked him down as he only lived about a 
mile away.  Like all the local amateurs that Roger (my school friend and 
close neighbour) and I descended on ‘out of the blue’, he was pleased to 
see us and explain how things worked, which was fascinating for us. 
 
I had this old radio for quite a while, converting it to headphones for bed-
time reception of Radio Luxembourg.  Next, Roger built a telephone sys-
tem using a hefty gauge of wire which we stretched across the 
neighbour’s garden so we could chat at night.  We were proud of this pri-
vate intercom using old DLR5 earpieces as microphones and our under-
standing of an “earth return” until the landowner, a grumpy old school 
teacher not appreciating the aesthetics of the overhead cables, pulled it 
all down and scrapped it! 
 
I then graduated to building a trawler band radio using Wearite coils so 

Ron G3SEN 
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we could hear the pilot boats on the Tyne 
and Wear and also listen to the collier 
shipping each evening as they chatted to 
each other on MF just above top-band.  
They took coal from the north-east ports 
to London for the power stations.  This ra-
dio gave much improved top-band recep-
tion too. 
 
By now, (1961), I was hooked on radio and 
my dad’s next purchase was a WS no. 19 
which arrived in a wooden case from Relda Radio, Coptic St. London.  
Roger and I soon had it up and working although only from lead acid bat-
teries which needed constant charging!  Roger’s dad, who also supported 
the growing hobby, gave in and bought him one too.  We learned a great 
deal about radio propagation and electronics whilst pottering around 
with our 19 sets modifying them to work from 240v mains (in a fashion…
no Health & Safety then!).  Roger took things further and almost had his 
working mobile in his dad’s car until the wiring caught fire and his dad’s 
Vauxhall Velox became full of smoke!  I think the owner of the local radio 
shop got sick of us bringing various valves in for him to test on a big Avo 
valve tester. 
 
I decided quite early that I’d like to be able to understand Morse and I’d 
try it, thinking I only had to have the Morse code in front of me to look 
up the letters and all this high speed CW would be crystal clear….Err no... 
By the time I’d looked up the character, 20 more had come and gone, 
which frustrated me.  With a mixture of dogged persistence and some 
enthusiasm I was eventually able to recognize CQ calls, ‘Charlie Charlie 
here comes the Queen’ followed by DE and then I listened carefully, writ-
ing down what I heard.  After a few mistakes I started to recognise DL’s,  
UA’s etc. and one morning got up around 5am and was amazed to hear 
W and K’s on my 19 set calling CQ on 40m.  The seeds were sown for a 
lifelong mode! 
 
About this time Roger and I decided to join the then thriving South 
Shields Radio Club, G3DDI, now sadly no longer, which met every Friday 

80m Wearite coils 
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night.  We were quickly made very welcome and with others were taught 
Morse the proper way.  We had some happy times there and were soon 
on a rapid learning curve!  We both passed our RAE’s (Radio Amateur’s 
Examination) with the club’s help in 1963 and I became G3SEN, Roger 
becoming G3SNT shortly afterwards.  We enjoyed CW operating and 
readily took to the mode relishing the opportunity to use the club’s age-
ing Vibroplex bug key!  There were some very good CW operators at the 
club and I vividly remember Alan G3NOQ, Owen G3LKZ and others.  Alan 
was probably our benchmark for good operating and excellent CW, and 
together with Roger, I took part in many CW contests which the club 
used to enter under their call G3DDI.  We particularly enjoyed operating 
in National Field Day using a Drake 2B Rx with Q multiplier – a CW opera-
tor’s dream in those days. 
 
My first TX was a home designed and built 3 valve 80m CW TX running 
about 30w from a very hot 807 PA (from the 19 set).  My RX was an ex-
services CR100.   I soon had a Heath-
kit DX40 and VF1U and was able to 
operate on all bands!  In 1964 I 
moved down to Nottingham working 
for Pye Telecommunications but still 
kept in touch with Roger with weekly 
80m CW skeds.  In 1981 I bought a 
second hand FT7 and worked over 
150 countries on CW with around 
15w and dipoles.  I now use an 
FT840 on HF with a Sandpiper ver-
tical aerial kindly donated by Roger and an FT480 on 2m.  Roger, also a 
member of “Fists”, still lives in the Northeast near Durham and is active 
on various digital modes including WSPR, although I know, like me, his 
favourite mode is still CW, the true gentlemen’s mode! 
 
Ron Dawes, Nottingham G3SEN 14565 
 
Acknowledgement: Thank you to Maurice for giving us permission to in-
clude the Wearite coil photograph from his fascinating Vintage Radio & 
Electronics website http://vintageradio.me.uk 

Ron G3SEN’s “Shack in a Cupboard” 

http://vintageradio.me.uk/
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Summer Reading & Viewing Billy M0JHA, #12589 
 
I don't normally do much reading but recently I have been getting inter-
ested in the history of Morse both by electric telegraph and wireless.  I 
have just finished one book, to the amazement of my wife, called "The 
Telegraph", a history of Morse's invention and its predecessors in the 
United States by Lewis Coe.  Priced at around £26 it’s not cheap, but 
even to an old skinflint like me, well worth the money as it’s an excellent 
read. 
 
I have just started my second book "Signor Marconi's magic box" by 
Gavin Weightman, up to now a very good read and at £6, good value. 
 
A nice inexpensive DVD is "QRT 500 kc/s wireless telegraphy 1901-1997 
the final transmissions from UK coast stations”.  The DVD consists of a 
spoken introduction and brief history of the development of the marine 
distress and communication service on 500kc/s with the final soundtrack 
entirely in Morse code.  It comes complete with a live recording of the 
final messages from Portpatrick, Wick, Cullercoats and Lands’ End with a 
transcript included a running time of approximately an hour.  It’s priced 
at around £9 at Amazon UK. 
 
Billy M0JHA 
 
Ed: Here is an extract from the transcript included with the QRT 500 kc/s 
DVD, showing the final message sent from GLD (Lands’ End Radio), repro-
duced here with the kind permission of Great Britain Online (© 1998 and 
2010 GB Online Ltd.). 

These are the details of the DVD and books: 
 
QRT 500 kc/s wireless telegraphy 1901-1997   Special offer for FISTS !!! 
The DVD is obtainable at £8.99 from www.amazon.co.uk or from 
www.greatbritainonline.co.uk.  In addition FISTS CW Club members may order 
directly by email to sales@greatbritainonline.co.uk for the discount price of 
£6.99 in UK, £7.99 for other EC countries, or £8.99 for the rest of the world (all 

http://www.amazon.co.uk
http://www.greatbritainonline.co.uk
mailto:sales@greatbritainonline.co.uk
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Novel Morse Key Knob Rod G3TVI, #747 
 
When I was taught to send the Code, I was instructed to hold the key, not 
prod it, as this gives much better control.  Often quite expensive instru-
ments have knobs that are suitable only for drawer pulls, and very un-
comfortable to hold.  I am a poor operator and need all the assistance I 
can get from my equipment, 
and do not like poking at the 
key, so I was pleased to be told 
of a cheap solution; I owe this 
to my friend and mentor, Mort 
G2JL / G3JZV, FISTS #8970. 
 
If you are in need of a useful 
knob, find someone who  uses 
an old-style date-stamp with a 
wooden handle, and get it from 
them.  Tell them your need is greater than theirs.  (If necessary, buy 
them a nasty modern plastic item as a swap.)  Replace your drawer-pull 
version with the date-stamp handle, preferably with a plastic disc below 
it.  I don't guarantee that it will make anyone a  straight-key champion, 
but I'd be surprised if you don't find it a more pleasant experience. 
 
Rod G3TVI #747 

The novel knob fitted to Rod’s Junker key 

prices include post and packing).  Simply email your name and address with the 
order to sales@greatbritainonline.co.uk and quote "FISTS CW".  Great Britain 
Online will send any UK order with an invoice for you to return a cheque (FISTS 
CW Club members can also pay via PayPal).  For orders outside the UK, payment 
with order may be made to the PayPal account - sales@greatbritainonline.co.uk 
 
The Telegraph 
ISBN-10: 9780786418084  ISBN-13: 978-0786418084 
Publisher: McFarland & Co. Inc.  Available from Amazon UK www.amazon.co.uk 
 
Signor Marconi’s Magic Box 
ISBN-10: 0306813785  ISBN-13: 978-0306813788 
Publisher: Da Capo Press.  Available from Amazon UK www.amazon.co.uk 

mailto:sales@greatbritainonline.co.uk
mailto:sales@greatbritainonline.co.uk
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Telegraph-History-Morses-Invention-Predecessors/dp/0786418087
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Signor-Marconis-Magic-Box-Remarkable/dp/0306813785
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How CW Saved a Life Dimiter Petrov LZ1AF ,#416 
 
This inspiring article was originally published by the CWops club 
www.cwops.org in their online newsletter ‘Solid Copy’.  Many thanks to 
Dimiter and CWops for giving us the opportunity to include it in Key Note. 
 
Perhaps most of the old timers may re-
member the fascinating French feature 
film “Si tous les gars du mondе…” - “If All 
People in the World…” - inspired by Fer-
nand Raoult, F9AA, then Supreme Court 
Judge; a movie hit that toured and greatly 
impressed the world in the mid-50s.  Ac-
tually, it was not a real story but just an 
exciting scenario how Amateur Radio 
saved a ship’s crew taken fatally ill at sea. 
 
It was the highlight of my ham radio ca-
reer when I was involved in a real and even 
more fascinating, almost incredible life saving operation which was car-
ried out 50 years ago, in February 1960.  I would like to share the story 
firstly, because under the circumstances, without using CW the rescue 
operation would not have been possible, and secondly, to mark its 50th 
anniversary! 
 
Regretfully, after 51 years now, I remember only prefixes and not call 
signs and names, because the authorities then confiscated the station log 
and never returned it.  But more on this later. 
 
So, here is what happened.  I lived and studied in a high school in the 
town of Shumen, LZ2 (1946-1949), where I got interested in ham radio. 
The librarian of the municipal library, Slavi Mirchev, a very well educated 
man, taught us - a small group of enthusiasts - the fundamentals of elec-
tricity and radio.  And, years later, on February 20, 1960, when I was al-
ready resident in Sofia and was a licensed ham, he rang me up in the late 
evening to tell me that his much younger brother, 27, was dying of pul-
monary tuberculosis in the Shumen main hospital.  The doctors said he 
would die within 2 or 3 days, no more! 

Dimiter, LZ1AF 

http://www.cwops.org/
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Coincidentally, on the same day the library received the latest volume of 
the Soviet Union’s Great Medical Encyclopaedia in which Slavi read that a 
new almost magic medicine to cure TB, called Viomycin (or so, as far as I 
remember), had been invented in the West, already available in the UK, 
Switzerland, Germany and the USA.  Slavi rushed to the doctors with the 
big news but they said the state bureaucratic procedures to import it 
were too complicated and clumsy and would take months!  So, Slavi des-
perately urged me to do what I could through amateur radio!  No other 
means were possible! 
 
My home station was damaged at the time - HT transformer breakdown 
(what else can be expected from a home-wound 1500V transformer?) 
and I went to the Central Radio Club, LZ1KBA.  Fortunately, the club was 
still open.  Its 1kW transmitter was club-built, the antenna was a Win-
dom.  Propagation conditions were awful, all bands above 80m being 
dead.  I had no experience how I should be calling the world for help and 
started launching SOS de LZ1KBA.  Anyway, that worked out and hams 
from OK, HB9, DJ and UA4 came back, almost immediately.  I had pre-
pared a short text describing the medicine, the hospital address included.  
Each of the correspondents promised to get in touch with his National 
Red Cross, but I kept calling.  At about midnight a station from OZ, Co-
penhagen, gave me a call.  He said he was a medical doctor himself but 
didn’t know about the viomycin.  Then he asked me to wait while he 
phoned the President of the Danish Medical Academy.  Of course, he 
woke him up after midnight.  The President said he was aware of the 
medicine but it was not available in Denmark! 
 
My signals crossed the Atlantic and a K3, Tom, in Washington D.C. 
wanted to help.  Reception at both ends was poor and the OZ MD ham 
acted as a relay station back and forth.  Tom contacted the US Red Cross 
and they said  viomycin was available in the US Army hospitals in West 
Germany, but to obtain it the Bulgarian Red Cross had to apply to the US 
Army Commander.  The three of us agreed that was a hopeless case, hav-
ing in mind that Bulgaria was a communist country!  
 
Meanwhile, the club telephone rang several times - furious operators 
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from the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency, located about 100m away, com-
plained of severe RFI spoiling RTTY reception of a long speech of China’s 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung.  That club-built transmitter and especially the 
Windom antenna directly connected to the tank coil were causing quite a 
problem!  Thus, I had to lower power and keep messages as short as pos-
sible.  And, to top it all, at 2 am the ARRL DX CW Contest started!  Can 
you imagine the mess and my efforts to get through? 
 
In the interim, Spas, LZ1DW, an air traffic controller at Sofia Airport who 
had a day off, stayed with me throughout the night arranging by the tele-
phone a passenger flight to take the 
medicine from where it would be ap-
propriate.  
 
Finally, a breakthrough!  The DJ3 fel-
low who promised to do something, 
came back with the great news that 
the medicine had been found and 
paid by the Hamburger Abendblatt 
Newspaper!   And that within several 
hours!  After midnight!  Unbelievable! 
 
Sofia Airport said a Bulgarian airliner 
was due to take off from Schoenefeld Airport in East Berlin at 8 am 
bound for Sofia and they would instruct its captain to take the medicine.  
This information was sent to the DJ3 ham. 
 
It is incredible that the West German hams managed within a couple of 
hours to alert hams in West and East Berlin to stand by at the two sides 
of Check Point Charlie waiting for the drug! 
 
The US Air Force HQ was asked by the German hams to provide an air-
craft to fly the medicine to Berlin but they refused.  Then the German 
police came to the rescue and a light police aircraft brought it to Berlin!  
At Check Point Charlie the drug was handed over to the East German 
hams most likely without problems and they rushed to Schoenefeld Air-
port.  However, a bit late!  They missed the airliner that had just taken 
off! 

Dimiter LZ1AF’s current antenna: a 6 
element, 5 band log periodic 
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So, Spas arranged that the medicine be taken by the next Bulgarian air-
liner flying to Berlin a couple of hours later.  
 
Then how to get the medicine to Shumen in north eastern Bulgaria?    
Rather far away!  I spoke with the Bulgarian Red Cross and they promised 
a light aircraft to fly it in.  However, the weather in Germany worsened 
and although the medicine was already onboard, the airliner was delayed 
for several hours due to fog.  On its way to Sofia the airplane had a stop-
over at Prague Airport.  And much to my astonishment, I had a phone call 
from Slavi in Shumen saying they had just received a telegram from the 
amateur radio club at Prague Airport that the medicine was on its way to 
Sofia!  The doctors could not believe their eyes and the dying young man 
even sat up from the hope he now had for the arrival of the medicine! 
 
The liner was scheduled to land at Sofia Airport at 7 pm, when it was 
completely dark!  The Bulgarian Red cross told me their light aircraft 
could not fly in the night; there was no airfield suitable for landing near 
Shumen; they could not take the risk of emergency night landing and 
cancelled the flight. 
 
At that time I had no car, in fact, very few people had.  Then the Central 
Radio Club chief LZ1PM asked the HQ of the Voluntary Organization for 
Aid to Defence in which Amateur Radio was incorporated, to provide a 
car.  Can you believe it?  They said they would check with the State Secu-
rity Service whether the dying young man was not a class enemy!  And 
they refused a car, saying no car was available at the moment which  
wasn’t true at all! 
 
Anyway, a solution was found.  Alex, LZ1SA, went to the Central Railroad 
station and negotiated that the trainmaster of the fast train setting out 
at 20.00 hours and passing through Shumen, would take the medicine 
and a telegram was sent to Slavi to wait for the train at 3 am.  
 
Spas, LZ1DW and I were driven to the airport by a car with a learner 
driver - a young girl - and her instructor. 
Needless to say how much we were excited and relieved to see the air-
craft landing at last on the runway, the crew getting down, led by the 
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captain, coming and holding a small box and some papers!  Spas and I 
nearly jumped with joy!  WE DID IT!!  But it was early for joy! 
 
As if hypnotized Spas and I stared at the small box with attached QSL 
cards of the hams involved and some customs papers and I reached out 
for it, but the Customs official said ‘No!  Do you have an import license?’ 
‘Of course, we don’t,’ and I explained the case in brief.  Hmm, he showed 
some understanding and said : ‘Ask the Customs Director for permis-
sion!’.  ‘But how and where at this time?’ - I replied.  ‘Here is his home 
phone number, go and phone him!’.  I couldn’t quite understand the 
logic of this action but I tried in vain from a public telephone.  No reply. 
Coming back, I gave a wink at Spas, whispered to follow me now, threw 
my identity card on the desk, grabbed the precious box and ran away as 
fast as I could, saying over my shoulder - I’ll come tomorrow!  They did 
not chase me, fortunately!  Good boys! 
 
A mad dash to the railroad station, the instructor driving, and we caught 
the fast train!  The medicine was delivered to Slavi at 3 am!  The young 
man was saved and discharged a couple of weeks later!  The magic medi-
cine and the rescue CW operation worked out! 
 
But this is not the end of the story!  
 
The authorities were furious.  The Ministry of Communications asked me 
to pay as international telegrams transmitted all messages (then we were 
asked to write down in the log all transmitted text and a summary of re-
ceived text!).  Well, I wrote an arti-
cle on the rescue operation for our 
amateur radio magazine, but it was 
banned by the security service!  It’s 
worth pointing out that I gave pub-
licity to the operation in my weekly 
DX Program in English of then Radio 
Sofia and it was broadcast uncen-
sored!  Lack of coordination?  Hi!  
Anyway, I finally didn’t pay any-
thing, but the LZ amateurs were 

Dimiter LZ1AF’s modern station 
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strictly forbidden to use ham radio for similar purposes because ‘the 
world would think that the People’s Government does not provide ade-
quate medical care of the nation’. 
 
Later on viomycin was received from Switzerland and … just think … from 
the Soviet Union, paid by Komsomolskaya Pravda Newspaper, but both 
parcels were returned by the Customs due to the lack of import license! 
 
It would be great if some of the participants in this life saving operation 
are still around and possibly club members, to read this story and accept 
my gratitude, after half a century, for their efforts, ham spirit and dedica-
tion to a noble cause!  I still do not know who they are; their QSL cards 
were never returned! 

Marconi Plaque Peter Loch G0TCF, #1340 
 
Peter G0TCF sent in this interest-
ing photograph he took while on 
a cruise and writes: 
 
“Photograph taken at Santa Mar-
gherita Italy of the castle, but 
most importantly, near the bot-
tom, a plaque commemorating 
the visit of Marconi in 1931.  He 
conducted microwave experi-
ments from his ship Electra to 
shore.” 
 
 

Santa Margherita Castle, showing the 
Marconi Plaque 

Detail of 
the 

 Marconi 
Plaque 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Margherita_Ligure
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Margherita_Ligure
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In Praise of Morse Code Sean W8OKN,#11181 
 
Technology has changed more so in the last 
150 years than in the previous 10,000 and I 
believe that CW has had a major, positive 
impact on this technological development.    
 
CW is my bag, CW is my hobby and it's one of 
my main passions.  Almost every evening I 
find myself down in my radio shack calling 
CQ, (-.-. - -.-) in Morse code.  It's a never end-
ing occurrence and it's been happening for 
approximately 34 years for me.  People out-
side the ham radio community must think I'm 
mad, or worse.  But it is my passion and I envision myself at the age of 
85, down in my shack, calling CQ on 40 meters.  If there is such a thing as 
perpetual motion, it would be defined as W8OKN, down in his shack, call-
ing CQ in Morse code.  
  
Yes, I have a real life and a real job.  I work for a living.  But if this were 
the year 1870, I can assure you that I'd be riding horseback to work, and 
watching the trains come in from my chair near the red and white station 
window, seated in front of my paddle, as I send a message to the next 
steam train station over and across the valley.  I'd be trying to find Sam 
Morse (before passing away in April of 1872) to ask why Q and Y are so 
long, and I'd be telling my wife that when "wireless" is introduced in my 
town, I plan to be one of the first ones to use it.  That said, I guess it's fair 
that I may be a tad slanted in favour of CW.   I think it was instrumental 
in saving the world from destruction (WW1 and 2) and for that, I'm not 
only grateful, but a believer that it is perhaps one of the greatest crea-
tions giving to man. 
  
"What God hath wrought?"   May, 1844 
  
Morse code, or CW as we know it in its practical use, ranks above bar 
codes and GPS.  I find it hard to think that bar codes saved us from our-
selves.  If GPS would have been in existence for the last 170 years, per-
haps it could have been the thing that kept the world at peace.  But no, it 

Sean W8OKN 
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was Morse code, first, that allowed communication to travel at the speed 
of light since the 1840s.  First it happened through wires and wooden 
poles sticking up through the Arizona desert, through the Alps, and then 
later through the wireless across an ocean.  CW launched the world into 
the future through its ability to easily send messages across thousands of 
miles and then by inspiring the world to think beyond the horse and 
buggy.  Once we realized the possibilities, we invented and we communi-
cated.  Morse code is the greatest invention, with only radio as a possible 
contender, and certainly not texting or social networking.  

  
And now we have the Inter-
net.  Yes, I give it credit.  I'm 
amazed with it and I am fasci-
nated with cell phones and tex-
ting, too.  However, let's be hon-
est.  Cut the power and the Inter-
net is gone.  And cell phones drop 
with bad weather in a heart 
beat.  We all know it.  We also all 
know the race on David Letter-
man between the texters and the 

Morse code heroes and we know who won.  170 year old technology 
beat the texting, hands down!  All of us know that it was Morse code that 
allowed ships to be saved out at sea, and there are too many people 
saved by Morse code to count.  Even the people on the Titanic could 
have been saved had they realized the power of CW.  It wasn't CW's fault 
that early messages were ignored, but our lack of appreciation of its pos-
sibilities.    
  
Let me see if I got this right.  I can send Morse code with a flashlight.  I 
can send Morse code by tapping the hospital rail, should I ever need to 
do so.  I don't need a radio, or a cell phone, or the Internet.  With Morse 
code, I communicate with 3B8CF in Mauritius from my basement in 
northern Michigan through an 18 ga. wire, routinely, and I'm not able to 
as easily with a microphone, because of the efficiency of code.  Through 
Morse code, I can inform someone of the weather, an emergency, iden-

Sean W8OKN’s current station 

http://www.myspace.com/video/vid/2005054
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tify band conditions in auto mode, and I'm able to do this all by tapping 
my fingers efficiently.  
  
OK, I'll give a little.  Morse code did not stop the Vietnam War, nor did it 
save the world from the flu of the 1910s.  But I assure you that Morse 
code was a huge part of both of these events, but was missed as to its 
significance because it was taken for granted in the same way we take 
the telephone for granted.  When it's all said and done, if we're honest 
with ourselves, Morse code is as important to world history as are all of 
the above mentioned inventions in the last 170 years. 

Two in one does go: “KENT II” Dual Key Ian G6TGO, #14556 
 
Ron G0IIM, FISTS #341 offered 
to let me borrow his dual KENT-
II iambic paddle and straight key 
for a play with my TS2000 and 
while I had access to this equip-
ment, I thought I would write a 
very short review while I have 
the opportunity. 
The KENT II dual key is pre-
sented on a heavy 1.850 kg 
metal plinth 150 x 98mm, fin-

ished in black sheen protected paint.  The KENT logo is engraved on a 
small brass plate which is located on the upper face of the plinth. 
 
Paddle 
The paddle is of iambic twin paddle con-
ventional layout with a brass finish 
throughout the construction. 
The paddle features precision sealed ball 
race bearings which reduces side play 
and friction.  The user also has the con-
venience of individually being able to 
adjust the spring and contacts.  Wiring 

KENT II dual key 

Underside of the KENT II dual key 
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for the paddle can be found on the underside and secured by screws. 
 
Operation 
I found the paddle to be very stable when sat on the desk and the whole 
unit felt secure with no sideways movement noted.  When I made pre-
cise adjustments, they did not unlock or loosen after about a half hour’s 
total test passage side tone sending (unlike my elderly Bencher paddle). 
The paddle is terminated with a 6.3mm jack plug. 
 
Straight Key 
The straight key is of the 
same robust simple con-
struction and set to the right 
of the paddle. 
Again, this key is of solid 
brass construction with a 
two wire connection found 
on the underside. 
Adjustment is by the brass 
grippers and once set is 
smooth in feel when sending 
and no sideways movement or poor contact noted. 
Ron has unsoldered the 6.3mm jack plug and fitted an elbow 3.5mm plug 
and uses a 3.5mm to 6.3mm converter for extra flexibility with the up 
and downer. 
I found having both a straight key and paddle on the same plinth very 
useful. 
 
Thanks to Ron Giles, G0IIM FISTS #341. 
 
Ian, G6TGO FISTS #14556 
 
At the time of writing, the KENT II is available from Waters & 
Stanton.  Kent Engineers expect that it will be possible to order it directly 
from them later in the year. 
 
Kent Engineers: www.kent-engineers.com 
Waters and Stanton:  www.wsplc.com 

KENT II dual key in use at G6TGO 

http://www.kent-engineers.com/
http://www.wsplc.com/
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Léon ON6ZJ, #4889, Silent Key Tom ON4TOM, #14535 
 
I have to announce to you, with 
great regret, that a very good 
friend and a very good tele-
graphist and FISTS member Léon 
ON6ZJ has passed away on Sun-
day the 17th of April after a very 
short stay at the hospital.  Very 
sad news indeed. 
 
As he encouraged me to learn CW 
and as a mentor in the world of 
CW, I will miss him a lot.  Léon  
was very active in our local radio club, PRAC in Londerzeel.  There he was 
always positive and helped a lot of amateurs in achieving their radio ex-
ams.  And of course he was promoting the use of CW at any time! 
 
Léon was very much surprised that I, such a young one he said, was inter-
ested in learning the Morse code.  Oh yes, I had some nasty experiences 

with the phone mode that I was convinced to find 
hams with more Ham spirit on the CW frequencies.  
And so it was I started to learn the code.  But after 
some time I was stuck; Léon helped me with a few 
words: “Don't learn at 5wpm.” he said, “Use 
16wpm, look I have a tape here, try to copy it”.  Oh 
my God, I was sweating indeed but nevertheless, 
his tip was the key.  Since then I used character 
speeds of 16wpm and effective speeds of 8wpm.  
And soon I was up and running at 16wpm effective 
speed. 
 
That was our friend; he didn't say a lot but he 
helped everybody with everything he could.  When 
someone had to tune the antennas on the roof, 
Léon was on it before we could even fetch a lad-
der.  As a professional wireless operator in the mer-

Léon Claeys, ON6ZJ 
2nd January 1935 - 17th April 2011 

Léon ON6ZJ 
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chant navy, he was always against the 
abandoning of the Morse code test for 
the radio amateur licence.  But he was 
never angry about it, he actually helped 
a lot of novice hams passing their exams 
to become a radio amateur.  He was a 
real ham, Léon.  He was awarded with a 
lot of FISTS awards.  I even think he got 
all of them.  We will be, and are, missing 
him a lot! 
Keep on pounding the brass, Léon, 73 es gl de ON4TOM es PRAC 
 
Acknowledgement: Thank you to Eddy ON4CCK from the Pajottenlandse 
Radio Amateur Club (PRAC) http://users.telenet.be/on4pra for permission 
to use the photographs. 

Léon was a keen glider pilot 

New product: Limerick Sudden Transmitter Kit 
 
The GQRP Club have provided a new 
kit, the Limerick Sudden Transmitter.  
This provides 2 watts of CW on 40m 
and is VXO controlled.  When used with 
the matching Limerick Sudden Re-
ceiver, the combination provides full 
break-in (QSK) capability.  The 
“Limerick” style of construction is 
used, where through-hole components are soldered on the surface of a 
printed circuit board in a similar manner to SMD components (but not so 
small).  The kit includes the parts to build an RF probe and dummy load 
to assist with adjustment and testing. 
 
GQRP are working on additional versions for 160m—20m.  At the time of 
writing, the cost excluding delivery is £34 for club members and £40 for 
non-members. 
 
For more information, please visit the GQRP website 
www.gqrp.com/sudden2.htm. 

Limerick Sudden Transmitter from GQRP 

http://users.telenet.be/on4pra/
http://www.gqrp.com/sudden2.htm
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Introduction to John G0SDT Jon G0SDT, #15515 
 
Hello to all at FISTS CW club.  I’m Jon Sparkes G0SDT and I achieved my 
amateur radio licence 25th July 1992. 
 
My interest in Amateur radio probably started during my time with the 
6th Battalion of the Light Infantry.  During my 7 year service I was part of 
the Sigs det.  I reached the dizzy heights of Lance Corporal and spent 
many days and weeks at Warminster School of Infantry where I worked 
up to Regimental Signaller std1 and also qualified to carry out Clansman 
repair. 
 
The starting point came during a visit to Cy-
prus in 1989, on day 3 of my 17.  I was asked if 
I would like to jump on a sigs course, really 
just to make the numbers up.  Didn't take a lot 
of thinking, running about with a rifle in tem-
peratures up to 120C or jump on a training 
course where I get to play with radio equip-
ment.  It was a no brainer really.  I successfully 
completed the course gaining my first qualifi-
cation as regular radio user which opened 
doors for more "radio" courses.  This also gave 
me the opportunity to become part of a four 
man recce team as radio op which proved to 
be challenging and I loved every minute of it. 
 
It was during this same period in my life when 
a conversation on the subject of "radio" led to 
being invited to the home of G0NDC Rolf Little 
who offered an introduction to amateur radio.  I was hooked from the 
very moment I laid eyes on a line of equipment with the various chirps 
and whistles and of course, a Morse key! 
Rolf proved to be a real gem, not only introducing me to amateur radio 
but also explaining how to go about becoming a licensed operator my-
self. 

Jon G0SDT in1989 during his 
time as a signaller in the 6th 

Btn Light Infantry. 
 

The army radio is the old 
Clansman PRC 320 HF set.  
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Armed with a little knowledge of how to become a radio amateur I at-
tacked the Morse first.  I knew I had to pass a 12WPM test to gain an "A" 
licence so cracked on with that. 
My method was simple. Fill my old reel to reel tape recorder with plain 
and random text, throw in some groups of numbers and I was good to 
go.  The practice for sending Morse came from filling the tapes up ready 
to be played back for my receiving. 
The key of choice for most of my practice (which I still use today) was the 
old army KEY WT. 8AMP No2 MkIII. 
 
I went on to do the theory bit, passed and sent off for my licence. But it 
wasn't all good. 
I came into amateur radio at a bad time for budding CW operators.  It 
was like a battlefield.  The anti-Morse screams could be heard at almost 
every meeting, be it a rally or get together in a local pub.  This was in part 
responsible for my decision to get out of the amateur radio hobby some 
years later, and I would remain inactive for 10 years. 
 
Coming back to the radio hobby was in part down to my passion for tra-
ditional film photography.  I spent a few years doing the digital photogra-
phy thing, although very handy because I was also web developing at 
that time and worked mainly on web sites for nightclubs.  So, as well as 
constructing a web site, I could satisfy the demand for mass production 
of images.  I soon grew tired of the digital thing though; even after years 
using it, I had no feeling of being part of the image process whatsoever. 
Moving back to traditional film where I was part of the whole process 
from loading the film to processing and printing at home was far more 
rewarding. 
The move back to traditional film changed the way I looked at many 
things, including the time I was spending on the Internet for communica-
tion.  It does a job and it does it well, but like the satisfaction of working 
with traditional film there was another method of communication.  The 
mode that I find both challenging and rewarding: CW. 
 
CW is the only mode I use; to me it simply IS amateur radio.  I have noth-
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ing against other modes, it's just that I became an amateur radio opera-
tor because I wanted to use Morse.  So to find a group of enthusiastic CW 
operators such as in FISTS, I know I'm not alone in my passion for the 
key. 
I still have my trusty old straight key, although these days the old joints 
are not what they used to be so my sending may not be as smooth as it 
was. 
I find my sending to be on the slower side when engaging in a lengthy 
QSO, somewhere in the region of 15WPM at a guess. Beyond 599 TU 73 
is certainly more challenging for the mind, which is probably why we lov-
ers of CW do it. 
I now believe that passing a Morse test was the easy part. The ability to 
keep at an acceptable level requires frequent use of as many characters 
as possible, as found in a lengthy QSO.  And of course I find that working 
at it, to the point where you are at ease with it, makes it so much more 
enjoyable. 
 
So that's me, the radio bit anyway.  I've put my hand to many things in 
my 47 years, Jack of all trades but master of none you might say.  Here I 
can put it all in the back of my mind and simply be G0SDT, with a Morse 
key. 

Jon G0SDT in his shack 



Page 38 

Elecraft KX3 and QRP ARCI Video Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
I was enjoying the videos being streamed live from QRP ARCI’s FDIM 
(Four Days in May) convention at Dayton by QRP ARCI’s webmaster and 
FISTS member Steve, G4GXL, and was lucky to be watching when Steve 
arranged a short im-
promptu demonstration of 
the upcoming Elecraft KX3 
transceiver by Elecraft’s 
Wayne Burdick, N6KR. 
 
The KX3 is a small, portable 
multimode transceiver 
based on Software Defined 
Radio (SDR) technology and 
with controls and display 
that closely resemble the Elecraft K3’s.  This is quite an exciting radio, 
providing a fully-featured high performance transceiver in a small, light-
weight package with a minimum current draw on receive of 150mA.  It 
will provide an adjustable power output from 0.1 to 10 watts and covers 
160m— 6m.  Options will include an internal auto ATU, external 100 watt 
amplifier, paddles and microphone (but who needs that? HI HI). 
 
The price has not yet been announced and the transceiver is expected to 
be available towards the end of the year. 
 
For more information about the KX3, please visit the Elecraft website: 
www.elecraft.com/KX3/kx3.htm 
 
To see the video, please visit the QRP ARCI website: 
www.qrparci.org/content/view/8380/118/ 
 
QRP Amateur Radio Club International (QRP ARCI) is an international 
QRP club and publishes the very respected magazine QRP Quarterly.  For 
more information, please visit the QRP ARCI website www.qrparci.org. 

Prototype Elecraft KX3 transceiver 

http://www.elecraft.com/KX3/kx3.htm
http://www.qrparci.org/content/view/8380/118/
http://www.qrparci.org/
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6m CW from Penzance Ian G6TGO, #14556 
 
Ian G6TGO reports on his 
recent visit to the south 
western corner of Corn-
wall, locator IO70. 
 

Hello fellow FISTS mem-
bers.  I often visit the 
Penzance area of the 
county of Cornwall, lo-
cated on the South West 
coast of England 
for holidays, and where 
possible, subject to the 
XYL (hi), I take my trusty 
FT690 Mk2 with 10w bolt 
on amp and operate it from the car.  Aerial in use is a 1/4 wave whip on 
the roof of the car. 
CW has now become the more favoured mode over SSB . 
 
So, on my first night the weather was rain and overcast and whilst the 
XYL watched TV, I went to the car to have a listen.  The strongest on SSB 
was T70A who I worked and I heard a few stations brass pounding and so 
I concentrated on the CW side by calling CQ with a pleasing result as seen 
below. 
 
Saturday 28th May 2011 Sunday 29th May 2011   
UTC CALL SIG RPRT IN UTC CALL SIG RPRT IN 
2035 IK2OLD 559 0914 CT1IUA 569 
2041 IZ7FUN 559 0921 EA6ST 569 
2042 IZ6BUW 549 
 
During my stay, I was interested in grabbing a few minutes here and 
there and noted good path to CT/EA as expected. 
6m Portuguese beacons CS5BLA and CS5BAL were the dominant pres-

Ian G6TGO operating on 6m from his car in the 
Cornish sunshine 



Page 40 

ence on a daily basis although the 10w CS3BSM Beacon located on Santo 
da Serra on the island of Madeira in square IM12 was heard on the 30th 
May 11. 
 
Little CW activity was noted during the day despite the CS beacons being 
audible, however, a Spanish Beacon, ED2YAH, was audible and then I 
heard EA4FL/P who was very active calling CQ with no takers.  I called 
him with no reply. 
 
I only managed a couple of sessions due to the weather changing to 
Mediterranean type weather, which reduced my operating time, hi 
 
Regards Ian, G6TGO FISTS 14556  

New Product: QRSS FSK/CW Beacon Transmitter Kits 
 
Kanga Products (UK) has a new line of single band QRSS FSK/CW Beacon 
kits available for 80m, 40m and 30m.  Based on a kit designed by Hans 
Summers G0UPL, FISTS #8957, the Kanga kits provide additional features. 
 
QRSS beacons send Morse at extremely 
slow speeds using FSK or CW keying, 
allowing incoming signals to be de-
tected using software at such low signal 
strengths that humans can only hear 
noise.  The received Morse is read visu-
ally as dots and dashes from a computer 
screen.  Reports can be exchanged via 
email and there are also websites 
where “screen grabs” are shown, allow-
ing people to see if their own signal is 
being received. 
 
Kanga Products is planning to add versions for 160m and 10m.  At the 
time of writing, the cost excluding delivery is £11, which includes a chip 
programmed with your callsign.  For more information, please visit the 
Kanga Products website www.kanga-products.co.uk. 

Kanga QRSS FSK/CW Beacon 
transmitter 

http://www.kanga-products.co.uk/
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 Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
 

Exchange Your Age Week 2011 
Welcome to you all.  EYAW once again has been re-
ceived with enthusiasm!  Looking through the entries 
received this year, I see many members were on air get-
ting involved with the event.  Senior members and not 
so “senior” members were very active during the week.   
I’d noticed too, that many early FISTS numbers, all the 
way to later FISTS numbers had found their way into 
entries this year.  Indeed, it seemed that many of the 
society’s members had blown the dust off the key(s) 
and came on for a chat with others!  
 
Again, many non-members were in entries received, no doubt enjoying 
the enhanced activity in the CW section of the amateur spectrum.  A 
spectacular way to profile our chosen mode of operation, and to show all 
that CW is alive and well! 
 
I did notice too, that some of our senior call signs, and other well known 
calls that are normally active, were conspicuous by their absence in 
members’ logs.  Let’s hope that they are well and will once again be 
heard on the bands.  This was noticed by other members too. 
  
For the first time, I’ve received two logs from FISTS NA Members.  Thanks 
go to long time supporter of FISTS EU Events, Stan. K4UK, and a warm 
welcome to Dan, K3DRQ. 
 
Congratulations to G4LHI with an excellent winning score. M6PHL and 
G3ZOD came in second and third respectively with excellent scores too! 
 
Summing up the event, looking through the entrant’s logs, many mem-
bers were active on air!  This can only be good news for the society and 
mode!  CW certainly is “Alive and well”.  Let’s hope this trend continues.  
A mention must go to all who found time to get on air and send in an en-
try.  This shows your support for the society and its activities.  Fewer en-
trants than last year but condx were marginal at times; I’m assuming that 
this kept many of the regular stalwarts off air; many mentioned in email 

Rob M0BPT, FISTS 
Activities Manager 
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that G3ASG and G0AZR were con-
spicuous by their absence.  I do 
hope they are well, and look for-
ward to hearing them on air in 
the near future. 
A welcome and thanks must go to 
M0KIS, MW0ZAP and 2E0EAN 
who joined us for the first time 
and supported the event.  Dear 
Pol G3HAL who commented that 
he enjoyed the event and hopes 
to be around next year!  I’m sure 
you will be Pol.  I missed you with 
the HQ calls this year; I did listen 
around for you! 
 
Looking at the comments that 
came with the report of Graham 
2E0JYK speaks volumes for those 
who are new to the hobby and 
CW in general: 

“I did get a very nice sur-
prise from G3ZRJ; he sent me an e-mail complimenting me on my 
sending proficiency!  I had never worked Tony before and he said 
my sending was very good and I never showed any signs of nervous-
ness!” 

It illustrates friendliness within the society that is hard to replicate!  An 
email from G3ZRJ (Special thanks to Tony) praising him on his sending 
shows to all newer users of CW that there is no fear in coming on air!  
Our seasoned members are happy to accommodate you and spend time 
with you, helping you to gain confidence on air! 
 
Finally, a few words regarding the youngest and most senior amateurs 
heard during the week!  Looking through logs (HQ included) the youngest 
heard was Thomas 2E0ETT at 37 years.  Thomas is a relatively new mem-
ber of the society and CW I believe.  Thanks for taking time to come on 

* Denotes award winners 

CALL SCORE  CLASS AVG AGE 

G4LHI* 7759 A 64.3 

M6PHL* 6041 A 65.9 

G3ZOD* 4489 A 70.3 

G3HAL 3562 A 66.4 

G3ZRJ 2978 A 67.1 

OH7QR 2688 A 63.5 

M6TTH 2540 A 66.5 

M0DRK 1951 A 65.2 

G0IAL 1900 A 67.8 

2E0JYK 1887 A 67.9 

PA3AFF 997 A 64.3 

K4UK 618 A 60.1 

MW0ZAP 385 A 74.8 

K3DRQ 327 A 63.6 

M0KIS 206 A 66.6 

2E0EAN 145 A 70.5 

GX3ZQS 661 A 42.3 

GX0IPX 595 A 57.6 

Exchange Your Age Week 2011 
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air, and pleased to meet you with the HQ Calls. 
More senior members/non-members heard on air were Pol G3HAL (89 
years), Dawson G3AHS (90 years) and Davey G3AGA (90 years). 
BUT! I can lay claim this year to working the most senior amateur with 
both HQ calls! 
Dear Bob M0BYJ QTH Birmingham at 94 years was the most senior ama-
teur heard!  Also heard and worked by M6PHL.  Well done Phil.  Bob was 
quite active during the week.  It’s a real pleasure to know that our senior 
amateurs are still active with the mode.  I look forward to hearing you all 
next year when we’re all a year older!  (I prefer the word “mature” Hi) 
 

Brasspounder May 2011 Issue #62 

As the months go by at what seems to me an alarming rate, I’m wonder-
ing just where the time goes! 
 
I see from reading posts on the news group that many are enjoying visit-
ing various rallies.  Always good news that folk can find time to support 
these events.  From a personal observation, rallies have been in decline 
over the past years, no doubt this is because of lack of support.  But this 
trend seems to have reversed somewhat of late.  A great plus for the 
hobby! 
 
Let’s take a look at some of the comments and reports received this 
month. 
 
From Erkki. OH7QR 
 
Hello Robert.  Here is my FSA-log for May.  I had 69 QSOs of which 26 
were with Fists (with 17 members) and 43 with NM (non-members).  Pe-
ter G4LHI and I managed again to chat all 90 minutes during the month.  
Sometimes we have difficulties not to work overtime, HI.  Anyhow, Peter 
gave me one point for my Rag Chewers Award, many thanks mate.  I 
have now 73 points and so I need 27 QSOs more.  I hope to achieve this 
award some day, HI. 
 
Please find attached my claim for the May.  The Ladder is a good oppor-
tunity to meet friends and also to have QSO with new members.  Hope-
fully there will be more participants, especially when condx are becoming 
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better.  On both Sundays I had QSOs with Peter G4LHI, Derek M0DRK, 
Gra G3ZOD and Phil M6PHL.  Many thanks and I'm looking forward to the 
next ladder. 
Many thanks to you for your great work with our logs, Robert.  I am sure 
that we all appreciate it highly.  All the best, nice summertime and take 
care. 
73 de Erkki 
 
From Peter. G4LHI 
 
Hello Robert.  I attach my claim & report for the May, Four Seasons Activ-
ity.  Here’s my summary for May, the second month of the second quar-
ter of the FSA: 
I only managed 77 QSO’s for a final score of 218 points, a lot lower entry 
than previous months, but conditions on all bands are poor at present, 
but very pleased so many guys made the effort under these conditions. 
I was very pleased to work 2 new members, G0XCF, Colin and OH5FNI, 
Timo.  QSL’s will follow shortly, thanks again chaps. 
No highlights for me this month, unfortunately not any of my DX were 
Fists members, the only one was KZ8G Stan in Holly, MI & he was a 
“lapsed member”.  Very disappointing to find so many lapsed members 
on the list with quite big Fists numbers?  But it was very nice to work DX 
& local non members and chat about our nice club, that’s what this activ-
ity is all about, and maybe, we could get new members joining as a result 
of these friendly chats? 
Dear Erkki, OH7QR, & I, of course ran out of time yet again & reached our 
maximum score & 90 mins early on the 29th, many thanks mate.  I also 
had another 90 mins maximum with Graham, 2E0JKY, unfortunately he is 
not submitting a claim for the FSA, but kindly gave me points which is 
also helping him with his CW practice & on air QSO’s.  He is at present 
studying for the RAE for his full license, good luck with that Graham, then 
he will join in all our Fists activities I’m sure. 
Very many thanks to all, members & non members who continue to 
make this FSA a very interesting & exciting event.  Keep Bashing the Brass 
guys, it’s great fun. 
Looking forward to the bands opening up for us during the coming 
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months & some good DX as well as local QSO’s 
 
73 de Peter G4LHI # 2219 
 
 
From “Uncle Dick” SV0XBN/9 
 
Dear Cousin..  Usual blank spreadsheet attached. 
 
Well, the trip back to the UK proved more expensive than planned as I 
returned with the new Kenwood TS-590S! 
 
Have been trying it out since my return and have worked a few to add to 
the attached list but will hope to do better next month – visitors permit-
ting! 
 
Now fully booked in August and September – where do these ‘relations’ 
keep coming from? 
 
However, your room is still reserved. 
Time to pour another cold one. 
 
73  Uncle Dick. SVØXBN/9. 
 
From Piet. PA3AFF 
 
Robert, here my data for the FSA  and Ladder competition from May. 
Better condx on higher bands gave me Fists member IK2RMZ on 17m. 
Good hunting everyone! 
Piet, PA3AFF 
 
From Phil. M6PHL 
 
Hello Rob, Hope you are well.   
Here is my log for the May Ladder activity.  
While 80m is still very poor indeed, it was good to hear so much activity 
on 40m.  I do hope a few more members put their logs in to be included 
on the ladder. Thanks to all again who gave me points this month. 
  
As QSL Sub Manager for M and 2E series Call signs, I have just had a 
batch of cards delivered and will be sorting these out hopefully in the 
next few weeks.  I know that I have some cards for members who have 
not sent any SAE’s but will still try and contact you if possible to advise 
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that cards are waiting. 
 
73 Phil M6PHL Fists 14543  
 
From Derek. M0DRK 
 
Hi Robert, Here attached my log for the May Ladder. Not too much in the 
log but as you can see, 40m been very good to work on.  The Snowdonia 
Wire Aerial now doing what it should so hope for better things next 
month.  Many thanks to Peter, Graham, Phil and of course for Erkki for 
my points once again.  
Hope all Ok with you Robert, take care, see you next month,  
Derek, M0DRK. 73. 
 
From Peter. G4LHI 
 
Hello Robert, I attach my claim & report for May Activity Ladder. 
Very many thanks again to all members & non members who persevered 
the ruff conditions to try & make the Ladder Activity again this month, 
but the conditions on 80m particularly, were ruff yet again on both days.  
My score was very poor & I do hope that others may have had better 
luck than I did, good luck. 
All my thanks, as ever, to members & non members that are always 
there in spite of the ruff condition. 
I worked one new member, very many thanks Peter, M0CYR, 10897, & 
four non members that seemed very interested in our activity.  Apart 
from the members, I do like to chat with the non members & hope to 
persuade them to join our Club one of these days?  You never know. 
A little tale against myself hi!  A station, MM/ZS6JBJ answered my CQ, I 
gave him my details etc & he came back with his…seeing the MM/ in my 
mind I was thinking he was maritime mobile hi, & when he came back 
with QTH “Stewart…on”, I asked him what ship he was stewart on?  hi!!
He then came back, no ship, Stewarton nr Glasgow, we had a very nice 
chat, his name was John. 
For the month I had 19 QSO’s for 34 points, so can’t complain. 
Looking forward to the June Ladder & perhaps 80m may be kinder to us 
all?  Keep bashing the brass. 
73 de Peter G4LHI # 2219 
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From Graham. 2E0JYK 
 
Hi Rob, Hope you are well.  Nice to take part in the activity ladder again. 
I missed a full month (April) but I do enjoy working people on CW. 
Best wishes.  Graham 2E0JYK fists# 14822 
 
 
 
Let’s take a look at the results tables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s all from me for an-
other month.  Till next time. 
Keep well, Keep pounding 
brass. 
 
73. M0BPT 

CALL JAN FEB MAR APR MAY TOTAL POWER 

G4LHI 28 37 34 20 34 153 QRO 

OH7QR 27 27 19 22 26 121 QRO 

M6PHL 20 25 28 15 29 117 QRO 

M0DRK 0 22 19 10 16 67 QRO 

PA3AFF 13 8 10 17 16 64 QRO 

2E0JYK 10 12 12 0 19 53 QRO 

G3ZOD 5 18 18 4 6 51 QRO 

G0DUB 4 16 17 11 0 48 QRO 

G0BAK 9 24 6 0 0 39 QRO 

2E0TEK 17 12 0 0 0 29 QRO 

Ladder, January-May 2011 

Four Seasons Spring Period, April-May 2011 

CALL APR MAY TOTALS CLASS FISTS 

G4LHI 376 218 594 A EU 

OH7QR 239 172 411 A EU 

IK2RMZ 256 88 344 A EU 

PA3AFF 138 97 235 A EU 

JO3HPM 81 143 224 A EA 

DL1GBZ/DR40AGCW 83 5 88 A EU 

K4UK 83 0 83 A NA 

SV0XBN/9 41 30 71 A EA 

G3ZOD 6 46 52 A EU 

DL1GBZ/DA2MORSE 42 0 42 A EU 

DL1GBZ 0 26 26 A EU 

      
HB9DEO 13 10 23 A   



Club Sales — continued from front inside cover 
 
Standard QSL Cards  £8.50 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery 

FISTS CW Course  £3.50 inc. UK delivery / 
£4.50 inc. delivery to Europe / DX please ask. 
 
The FISTS CW Course is a Morse code train-
ing package suitable for beginners and im-
provers.  It comprises: 
 The well known K7QO course on CD to 

learn the code (including files containing 
the texts sent). 

 Two practice CD's made by our own Mary 
G0NZA, which are great for people that 
want to improve from the 12 wpm level. 

 An A5 booklet with forty-odd pages that 
includes all the texts for Mary's disks. 

 
This package is a real help to anyone who is learning Morse code and we 
are very happy to be able to offer it. 
 
We would like to thank Chuck K7QO and Mary G0NZA for allowing FISTS to produce 
these disks. 
 
Ordering 
Orders for club Items can be paid for by cheque drawn on a UK bank 
made out to FISTS or PayPal.  (For credit or debit card, see the website.) 
Please include your name, address and details of what you are ordering! 

Anne Webb sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 5RF Tel. 01902 338973 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/memberssales.html
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk

