
Frequencies: 1.818, 3.558, 7.028, 10.118/128, 14.058, 18.085, 21.058, 24.918, 28.058 

FISTS was founded in 1987 by the late Geo Longden, G3ZQS 

In this Issue 
 

Fist On the Air Awards 
 

Professional qualifying 
speeds in Morse Code 

 
Over Here in the USA 

 
DXpedition To Swaziland  

 
FOXX-3 Review 

 
“Shall I send an SOS?”  

 
Police Radio History 

 
... and much more! 

Club Goals 
 
 Further the use of CW 
 Encourage newcomers to use Morse code 
 Engender friendships among members 

“Accuracy transcends speed, 
courtesy at all times.” 

 
“When you’ve worked a FISTS, 

you’ve worked a friend.” 

Website:  www.fists.co.uk Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 

“Cofee” bug key built by Ron G3YUH—see page 17 

FISTS CW Club, Promoting Morse Code for 25 Years  1987-2012 

SUMMER 2012  Issue 20, Series 2 

http://www.fists.co.uk/
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk


CableTidy for Vibroplex keys 
This is a series of 4 PC Boards and 
cables to greatly simplify and tidy 
up the cable connections of the 
shown VIBROPLEX keys. 
 
The cables are 1 metre long and are 
terminated in a standard metal 6.4 
mm stereo plug as found on most 
rigs.  A 3.5 mm stereo plug cable 
can be supplied if REQUESTED. 
 
The boards are double sided plated 
through and Silver plated.  
Red in colour to match the Vibroplex red paddle keys however there is now a BLACK 
version for the VIBROPLEX ORIGINAL BUG models. 
The Rig cable is screened and flexible. 
 
The keys are shown for demonstration ONLY and are NOT included in the price. 
You are purchasing the PC Board of choice and its Key to Rig cable. 
All models inclusive of post costs are £20.00 or at a discount price of £18.00 for FISTS 
members (please quote your callsign when ordering). 
 

Isoterm Interfaces 

 

This is a range of radio-computer interfaces, available with a 5% discount for FISTS 
members.  For further information and pricing, visit www.g3liv.co.uk 

Mr J Melvin 
2 Salters Court, Gosforth 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 5BH 

Web: www.g3liv.co.uk 
Email: johnny.g3liv@gmail.com 
Tel: 0191 2843028 

ALL products can be viewed at  www.g3liv.co.uk   For reviews, see 
www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689 and www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456 

PSK31 Isoterm Multicon 
USB 

Isoterm Multimode 
interface 

DATA Isoterm 
Traveller 

PSK31 Isoterm Dual 
Deluxe 

http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
mailto:johnny.g3liv@gmail.com
http://www.g3liv.co.uk/
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/9689
http://www.eham.net/reviews/detail/1456
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-6.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-5.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-8.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-4.htm
http://www.btinternet.com/~g3liv/new-page-7.htm
http://www.czechmorsekeys.co.uk/


Key Note is the quarterly magazine of the FISTS CW Club in Europe 
 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. Tel: 01902 338973 
 
Contacting us by email: 
Please send Key Note articles, comments and distribution questions to: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: keynote@fists.co.uk 
  
For feedback/help with the RAIBC audio version of Key Note, please contact: 
Chris Pearson  G5VZ Email: chris@g5vz.co.uk 
  
For help with subscriptions, membership and the website, please contact: 
Graham Smith  G3ZOD Email: members@fists.co.uk   
To arrange or volunteer for Slow Morse contacts, please contact: 
John  Griffin  M0CDL Email: qrs@fists.co.uk 
  
Please send material for inclusion in Brasspounder to the Activity Manager: 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email: activities@fists.co.uk 
  
For general questions, including information about rallies, please contact: 
Paul Webb  M0BMN Email: paul@fists.co.uk 
 Tel: 01902 338973 
To order items or to ask questions about Club Sales, please contact: 
Anne Webb Email: sales@fists.co.uk 
  
For questions about Awards or to apply for them, please contact: 
Dennis  Franklin  K6DF Email: fistsawards@gmail.com 
 4658 Capitan Drive, Fremont, CA, 94536-5448, USA  
For help with the FISTSCW Yahoo News Group Forum, please  contact: 
Mark Waldron  M0BLT Email: forum@fists.co.uk 
 
FISTS Overseas FISTS Down Under: www.fistsdownunder.org 
 FISTS East Asia: www.feacw.net 
 FISTS North America: www.fists.org 
 
Subscriptions can be sent to FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
  
Existing Members: 2012-2013 Subscriptions are now overdue! 
£6 KN via Internet £8 KN post to UK £10 KN post to Eu  £13 KN post to DX 
  
Re-joiners and New Members ONLY: please see the following table: 

Month of joining 
or re-joining 

Key Note 
via Internet 

Key Note by Post 

Dec, Jan, Feb or Mar £7.25  £9.50 UK (£12.00 Europe, £15.75 DX) 

Apr or May £6.00  £8.00 UK (£10.00 Europe, £13.00 DX) 

Jun, Jul or Aug £4.50  £6.00 UK (£7.50 Europe, £9.75 DX) 

Sep, Oct or Nov £3.00  £4.00 UK (£5.00 Europe, £6.50 DX) 

mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:chris@g5vz.co.uk
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
mailto:qrs@fists.co.uk
mailto:activities@fists.co.uk
mailto:paul@fists.co.uk
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk
mailto:fistsawards@gmail.com
mailto:forum@fists.co.uk
http://www.fistsdownunder.org
http://www.feacw.net
http://www.fists.org
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QSL Bureau www.fists.co.uk/buro 
 
Please send outgoing QSL cards and any questions to the QSL Bureau Manager: 
 
Rob Walker  M0BPT Email:  buro@fists.co.uk 
FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Please write FISTS and the member number of the 
station you contacted at the top left of the QSL card. 
The bureau can also accept cards to be sent to mem-
bers of RSGB, RSARS, RAFARS, RNARS and G-QRP.  
Please write the organisation name at the top left. 
 
Incoming QSL cards for UK members:  These are handled by the QSL Bureau 
Sub-managers.  Please send them your stamped, self-addressed envelopes: 

G4 
Jim Steel  M0ZAK 
6 Central Avenue 
Shepshead  LE12 9HP 

G3 
Grant Merrils  G0UQF 
2 East Street 
Darfield 
Barnsley  S73 9RE 

G1, G2, G5, G6, G7, G8 
and Specials (GB, GX etc.) 
John Griffin  M0CDL 
35 Cottage Street 
Kingswinford  DY6 7QE 

G0 
Bill McGill  GM0DXB 
112 West Main Street 
Armadale 
Bathgate 
West Lothian  EH48 3JB 

M0, M3, M5, 2E0 etc. 
Phil Hughes  2E0DPH 
111 Wisbech Road 
Littleport 
Ely  CB6 1JJ 

Wales and SWL 
Paul Webb  M0BMN 
40 Links Road 
Penn 
Wolverhampton  WV4 5RF 

Incoming QSL cards for Eu & DX members:  Please send postage and not enve-
lopes—contact Rob M0BPT (details at top of page) for more information. 
 
Please donate used stamps 
Chuck M0AVW collects used stamps for charities.  When you’ve received your 
QSL cards, please send the used stamps, and any others you have, to him: 
 

Chuck M0AVW, 32 Woodford Walk, Harewood Park, Thornaby  TS17 0LT  
 

If you would like an acknowledgement by email, please include a slip with your 
email address on (BLOCK CAPITALS, please).   
Many thanks to all those who have sent stamps in. 

http://www.fists.co.uk/buro
mailto:buro@fists.co.uk
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Anniversaries and Celebrations Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Welcome to the Summer 2012 edition of Key Note, the second in our 
FISTS 25th Silver Anniversary Year.  As part of the celebrations, coming 
up soon will be the  Eu Silver Jubilee Week on-air activity, running 24x7 
from Sunday 2nd to Saturday 8th September.  Please stop by and have as 
many QSOs as you can. 
 
Following on from the FISTS 25th Anniversary Mugs in the Spring edition, 
we can now provide glassware mementos—please see the next page.  As 
with the mugs, the prices set cover the cost to us and shipping only.  
We’re very grateful to Rob M0BPT for the considerable time and effort 
he has put into commissioning and shipping the mugs and glassware. 
 
I’ve noticed that many people type Key  Note as a single word: Keynote.  I 
have looked back over our online newsletter archive.  The first newslet-
ter to have the name was April 1991, with the two words hyphenated: 
“KEY-NOTE”.  The hyphen was replaced by a space a few months later in 
the December 1991 newsletter: “KEY  NOTE”.  Thereafter it stayed that 
way.  So now you know! 
 
Coincidentally, 
the April 1991 
newsletter 
was the one 
that an-
nounced the 
activation of 
the callsign 
MØRSE by 
FISTS and the Darwen Amateur Radio Club, celebrating Samuel Morse’s 
200th birthday, discussed later in this edition.  Jim G4YLB has put to-
gether a video of footage he filmed during the event, giving a unique op-
portunity to meet George G3ZQS and Bill G2AKK.  The details and some 
photographs are on page 51—do try and watch the video. 
 
This Key Note is a little later than hoped, but on the positive side, the Au-
tumn edition will be arriving all the sooner!  Have fun with CW! 

MØRSE covered in the April 1991 Key Note 

http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistssilver
https://loriman/keynotes.html
http://fists.co.uk/docs/keynotes/Key%20Note%20April%201991.pdf
http://fists.co.uk/docs/keynotes/Key%20Note%20November%20December%201991.pdf
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25th Anniversary Glassware Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
After the success of the 25th anniversary mugs offered during our Silver Jubilee 
year, I was asked to consider adding to the already abundant items available 
recognising our Silver Jubilee. 
 
After some thought, and looking for something that would enhance the collec-
tion available, I decided to commission some exclusive glassware. 

 
This Exclusive brandy 
glass is engraved with the 
society logo recognising 
our 25 years of existence. 
 
Personalised with your 
call-sign if required. 
 
Delivered in a lined 
presentation box. 
 

Dimensions: 
 
 110mm/4.5" high 
 85mm/3.5" diameter (approx.) at widest point 
 
 
And to compliment the brandy glass: 
 
This Exclusive whisky 
tumbler is engraved 
with the society logo 
also recognising our 25 
years of existence. 
 
Personalised with your 
call-sign if required. 
 
Delivered in a lined 
presentation box. 
 
Dimensions: 
 
 90mm/3.75" (approx) high 
 75mm/3" diameter 
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These items will be delivered in the presentation box, which in turn will be en-
cased in a strong mailing box. 
 
Presentation box measures 110x110x100mm. 
 
They have the logo and the words: 
 

"Silver Jubilee" 
 

"1987  25 YEARS  2012" 
 
engraved on each individual item. 
 
Each one will come with a numbered certificate. 
 
Thanks to the supplier, we can offer these at £6.99p each; for production costs 
to be kept at this price, we must place a minimum order of 25.  This means that 
we cannot guarantee a delivery date.  But rest assured that all who order will be 
kept informed of expected delivery. 
 
They can be personalised with your call-sign for an extra fee of £1.00p. 
 
Payments: 
The society can accept payment by personal cheque/postal order; drawn on a 
UK bank.  Or bank transfer to the society's account: 
 

Lloyds-TSB 
Account name: Fists 
Account number: 00948847 
Sort code: 30-14-51 

 
PLEASE make sure that you put your call-sign in the reference box adding the 
word "Glassware".  You must also fill in an application form.  (See page 8) 
Members from outside the UK:  Please contact me for further details. 
 
Postage and packaging (UK) costs are: 
 

Brandy Glass: £5.50p one unit: 
Whisky tumbler: £6.50p one unit: 
One set of both: £9.30p 

 
Images are for illustration purposes only. 
 
You can use the order form on the next page or go to fists.co.uk/glass25order 

to download and print the order form.  Orders must be received by the end 
of September 2012.  Any questions or enquiries to glassware@m0bpt.org.uk 

mailto:glassware@m0bpt.org.uk
http://fists.co.uk/glass25order
mailto:glassware@m0bpt.org.uk
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Postage and Packaging: 

Brandy Glass: £5.50p one unit: 
Whisky tumbler: £6.50p one unit: 
One set of both: £9.30p 

Orders must be received by 
30th September, 2012. 



Page 9    Key Note  Summer 2012 

Czech Morse Keys for Clubs 
 
FISTS have negotiated with Mike G0CVZ from Czech Morse Keys to offer 
Czech Keys with some rust damage to UK ham radio clubs at a very rea-
sonable £10 inc. P&P for each key to help promote the use of CW.  For 
non-UK clubs P&P will be at cost, please send an email to Mike for a 
quote: mike@czechmorsekeys.co.uk 
 
There are limited supplies so act now.  Payment is accepted by PayPal or 
cheque.  See czechmorsekeys.co.uk for the address to send your cheque 
to.  All keys are guaranteed to be fully functional, although they may not 
look in pristine condition. 

FISTS Successes in EUCW QRS Activity Week 
 
FISTS achieved the top club 
position in the EUCW QRS 
Activity Week. 
In the individual over 5 watts 
category, FISTS Members 
Peter G4LHI #2219 and Ray 
G0EML #3774 were placed in 
1st and 3rd positions respec-
tively. 
Phil 2E0DPH #14543 
achieved 2nd place in the 5 
watts and under section. 
In addition to Peter, Ray and 
Phil, the following members 
contributed to our club posi-
tion: Timo OH5FNI #15516, 
Derek M0DRK #8344, John 
2E0JCY #13253, Richard 
G0ILN #398 and Graham 
G3ZOD #8385. 
Well done to all concerned!  
For the full results, please see eucw.org/euqrs12.html. 

FISTS’ Certificate for the top club position 

http://czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
mailto:mike@czechmorsekeys.co.uk
http://czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
http://eucw.org/euqrs.html
http://eucw.org/euqrs.html
http://eucw.org/euqrs12.html
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Fist On the Air Awards 2011-2012 
 
Congratulations to Peter G4LHI, Erkki OH7QR and Phil 2E0DPH, who 
came first, second and third respectively in the Fist On the Air Awards 
and will be receiving their Czech Morse key prizes, kindly donated by 
Mike G0CVZ of Czech Morse Keys czechmorsekeys.co.uk. 
 
Fist on the Air included cumulative results from a number of FISTS on-air 
activities between 1st April 2011– 31st March 2012 and so represents 
dedication to the activities as well as skill.  All participants in the activities 
during this period who were members of FISTS in Europe and not using 
special/club callsigns were automatically included. 
 
The results for the top ten participants are in the 
table on the right.  Peter had an outstanding result, 
achieving the maximum possible points (400).  Erkki 
and Phil were also well ahead of the rest of the par-
ticipants. 
 
The activities included were the Ladder, Four Sea-
sons, Exchange Your Age Week and Straight Key 
Week.  The results for each activity were scaled to 
100 points using the top score in each one, so the 
four activities contributed equally to the results.   
 
The full list of results and a spreadsheet containing the calculations are 
available from fists.co.uk/fotaresults. 

G4LHI 400 

OH7QR 240 

M6PHL/2E0DPH 204 

PA3AFF 104 

M0DRK 97 

IK2RMZ/DL1GBZ 82 

G3JFS 81 

G0OTT 77 

OH5FNI 70 

G3HAL 67 

Autumn Key Note keynote@fists.co.uk 
 
Please take some time and send in your articles, photographs and letters 
for the Autumn Key Note.  They can be emailed to keynote@fists.co.uk 
or sent by post to: 

FISTS, PO Box 6743, Tipton, DY4 4AU, England, UK. 
 
Pretty much any format is acceptable, including handwriting. 
If possible, please don’t shrink photographs/diagrams to size or add cap-
tions on top of the image.  Ideally they should be at least twice the size 
they are intended to appear in print. 

http://czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
http://fists.co.uk/fotaresults
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
mailto:keynote@fists.co.uk
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Membership Report Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
Goodbye?  Please check that your 2012-2013 subscription 
has been received by having a look at the label on your Key 
Note envelope, send an email to members@fists.co.uk or 
look on the website at fists.co.uk/members.  If you don’t, 
this could be the last Key Note you will receive! 
 
Changes of postal address, email address or callsign  
Please don’t forget to let me know of any changes to your 
postal address, email address or callsign—contact details as above. 

Graham G3ZOD 

Mike Bowthorpe, G0CVZ, donates keys to FISTS 
 
At the 2012 NARSA 
(Blackpool) Rally, Mike 
Bowthorpe, G0CVZ, 
FISTS #14554 and owner 
of Czech Morse Keys 
czechmorsekeys.co.uk, 
generously donated 
three of the superb 
Czech Morse keys to 
FISTS. 
 
The photograph, taken 
by Ian G6TGO’s XYL 
Grainne, shows Mike 
presenting the keys to 
Ian, who is representing FISTS. 

 
The keys kindly donated by Mike will be used for 
prizes—we will announce the details in the Autumn 
2012 Key Note. 
 
For more details of Czech Morse Keys, please see 
page 2, visit Mike’s website czechmorsekeys.co.uk 
or send an email to mike@czechmorsekeys.co.uk 

Ian G6TGO (left), receiving the keys on behalf of FISTS 
from Mike G0CVZ.  Mike’s XYL Pam is in the centre. 

Czech Morse key 

mailto:members@fists.co.uk
http://fists.co.uk/members
http://czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
http://czechmorsekeys.co.uk/
mailto:mike@czechmorsekeys.co.uk
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Achievements 
Congratulations to the following FISTS Award winners: 
Ian G4MLW  #130 Millionaire 2 Million Sticker and Gold Century 
Gene AA8MI  #914 Basic Century 
Fritz DL4FDM  #2225 Basic Century 
Colin G0XCF  #2296 Basic Century 
Stan K4UK  #2934 Millionaire 16 Million Sticker 
Steve NU7T  #4676 Nightmare Alpha Numeric 
Graham G3ZOD  #8385 Silver Century 
Tom KF0K  #8513 Millionaire 2 Million Sticker and USA Worked 

All States 
Rien PA7RA  #9819 Basic Century 
Gene W5GXV  #11347 Millionaire 19 Million Sticker 
Russ K0LUW  #12117 Diamond Century, Prefix Version 1, Prefix  

Version 2 and Millionaire 25 Million Sticker 
John VE1BA  #13160 1 X QRP 
Gary AB0BM  #13663 Millionaire 2 Million Sticker 
Darren G0OTT  #14062 Millionaire, Prefix Version 1 and Prefix  

Version 2 
James VK4TJF  #14135 Basic Century 
Chris WU1E  #14294 Millionaire 2 Million Sticker 
 
Details of the awards and how to apply for them are sent out to new 
members and are also available on the website: fists.co.uk/awards. 
 
Congratulations to Alan #15576 who was M6WAV last October but has 
since achieved his Intermediate and Full licences and callsigns 2E0WAV & 
M0WAV.  Congratulations also to Nigel #15536 who was 2M0NJS but is 
now MM0NJS, having achieved his Full licence.  Congratulations to Dave 
M0TUB on passing the 12 w.p.m. RSGB Morse Competency test.  Dave 
acknowledges the invaluable help he has received from Tony G3ZRJ. 
 
More on Subscriptions  It can be a bit of a puzzle for us figuring out who 
has sent us bank transfers and standing orders.  This year we have one 
remaining payment that we’ve been unable to match up with a mem-
ber—another reason to check your annual renewal date and contact me 
it isn’t correct.  I’m sure everyone is aware of the hike in stamp prices 

http://www.fists.co.uk/awards
http://fists.co.uk/awards
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earlier this year.  I’m glad to say that we bought sufficient stamps at the 
old price to cover all the Key Notes posted to UK addresses for this year, 
so there is no imminent change in subscription rates. 
 
New Members  Please join me in welcoming our latest members: 
 

15851 David G4XUV 
15852 Peter 2E0ZSU 
15853 Richard M0SNR 
15854 Iain MM0BFF 
15855 Roger 9H4RB 
15856 Mike G3WTA 
15857 Timo OH8XAT 
15858 Alan G3RMZ 
15859 Rick M6BPO 
15860 Pattuglia Radio F.S.E. 
 IQ0PR 
15861 Philippe F6HRJ 
15862 Clive G8UKN 
15863 Kelvin GW7KKN 
15864 Viv G0OXW 
15865 Lars LB2TB 
15866 Pete HB9DSU 
15867 Chris M0HMR 
15868 David G4YVM 
15869 John G3WWM 
15870 Appledore and District 
 Amateur Radio Club 

(ADARC) GX2FKO 
15871 Scott 2E0OZI 
15872 John EI7KG 
15873 Andrew M0ONZ 
15874 Mick M0GWD 
15875 Dave M0WWW 
15876 Sten SM6DER 
15877 John ZB2EO 

15878 Mark G0JML 
15879 Gordon M3ZGD 
15880 John M0WBY 
15881 Nigel G0NIG 
15882 Jean ON4KJM 
15883 Graham M0KTY 
15884 Alex PA1FOX 
15885 John GM3YKA 
15886 Greg M3UOY 
15887 Bas G4KCD 
15888 Arthur GM0DKK 
15889 Stacy M0WSA 
15890 Robert DM4RW 
15891 Kevin GSWL14 
15892 Dave G0AYD 
15893 Will GW0KQX 
15894 Rick DJ0IP 
15895 Katie M6KTI 
15896 Mark M0ZIM 
15897 Ken G4FPO 
15898 Reg G4KMW 
15899 Nigel G0BPK 
15901 John G7FHR 
15902 Gordon G3NAK 
15903 Mike M6MPC 
15904 Juergen OH0JV 
15905 Stephen MM6SRL 
15906 Lele IZ2VLC 
15907 Redo I2HFS 

http://pattuglia-radio.fse.it/
http://www.radioclubs.net/adarc/
http://www.radioclubs.net/adarc/
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FISTS News Items  Since mid-May, I’ve been posting FISTS/CW news 
items to a Google+ page fists.co.uk/gplus in addition to the website, RSS, 
Facebook and Twitter. 
If you have any suitable news items for posting, please let me know. 
 
From the Webmaster’s Inbox 
As usual, several unusual requests have arrived in the 
webmaster’s email.  Victoria Pratt is an artist and mem-
ber of the interactive arts group Invisible Flock and 
asked for background on Morse code for a talk she was 
giving.  This was related to “Sea of Voices”, part of the 
Brighton Festival (UK) in May.  The group placed a data 
buoy in Brighton Marina that participants on a walk 
could communicate with via text message.  The buoy 
translated the messages into Morse code and blinked 
them out through the night. 
 
Helen Lloyd, a freelance programme producer, was 
working on a musical docu-drama called Children on 
the Titanic, based on fact and which tells the story of the Titanic through 
the voices of the children who survived.  She was asking for advice on 
how to find suitable Morse keys for filming.  The film is now complete 
and a trailer is available: tinyurl.com/titanictr. 
 
Alex Elliott is editor of What’s Next, a magazine about magazines and the 
future of print.  He asked for Morse code appearing on the cover of an 
upcoming issue to be checked to ensure it said what they thought. 
 
There have been several emails along the lines of “...I am a teacher/
librarian...one of my students/interns suggests a link for your website...”.  
Sadly, it turns out these are bogus, no doubt to boost search engine ranks. 
 
That’s all from me.  I hope to meet up with many members during the 
FISTS Silver Jubilee Week Activity using either a club callsign or G3ZOD. 

Silent Key  I’m very sorry to report that Derrick G3LYU, #1608, is a Silent 
Key.  Derrick's son Dave, G8XZA, is hoping to acquire his Father’s callsign 
to further preserve his memory within his family. 

Data buoy in 
Brighton Marina 

http://fists.co.uk/gplus
http://fists.co.uk/gplus
http://fists.co.uk/news.html
http://www.fists.co.uk/rss.xml
http://www.facebook.com/FistsCwClub
http://twitter.com/FISTS_CW_Club
http://www.invisibleflock.co.uk/index2.html
http://www.lighthouse.org.uk/programme/invisible-flock-sea-of-voices
http://www.childrenonthetitanic.com/index.html
http://www.childrenonthetitanic.com/index.html
http://www.childrenonthetitanic.com/page1/index.html
http://tinyurl.com/titanictr
http://www.whatsnextmagazine.net/
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistssilver2012
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Event Calendar Available online at fists.co.uk/events 

Members worldwide are welcome to join in all FISTS activities.  There is a 
brief version of the calendar at the top right of the website home page 
fists.co.uk and a full one at fists.co.uk/events. 
 
FISTS Activities 
The FISTS Ladder Activity is a twice-monthly easy-going event with friendly, 
conversational QSOs.  The exchange includes a minimum of RST, first name, 
QTH and member number (if applicable). 
 
The FISTS Eu Silver Jubilee Week is a special activity for 2012.  The exchange  
includes a minimum of first name, QTH and member number (if applicable). 
 
Look out for II0FIST, allocated to Fabio IK0IXI, #14539, especially for the 
week. 
 
Full details of the activity are available in the Winter 2011 Key Note or from 
the website: fists.co.uk/activities. 

First day Last day Event Times 

Sun 22 Jul  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 12 Aug  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 26 Aug  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 02 Sep Sat 08 Sep FISTS Eu Silver Jubilee Week 0001-2359 UTC 

Sun 02 Sep Tue 04 Sep FISTS NA G3ZQS Contest 2300-2300 UTC 

Sun 09 Sep  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Fri 14 Sep Sun 16 Sep FISTS NA Feet Wet Weekend 0000-2359 UTC 

Sun 23 Sep  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sat 13 Oct  FISTS NA Fall Sprint 1700-2100 UTC 

Sun 14 Oct  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

Sun 28 Oct  FISTS Eu Ladder 
1400-1600 UTC, 
1800-2000 UTC 

http://fists.co.uk/events
http://fists.co.uk/
http://fists.co.uk/events
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistssilver
http://fists.co.uk/activities
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistssilver
http://www.fists.org/operating.html#straightkey
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.org/operating.html#feetwet
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://www.fists.org/operating.html#sprints
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
http://fists.co.uk/activitiescalendar.html#fistsladder
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If you’re looking for an event with short QSOs, the FISTS Fall Sprint is for 
you. FISTS members outside the USA and Canada send: RST, DXCC country, 
first name and member number.  For example: 

589  England  Fred  54321 
 
Additional North American activities are the G3ZQS Straight Key Contest, 
which has the same exchange as the Sprints and the Get Your Feet Wet 
Weekend.  FISTS members send: Callsign/N (newcomer) or Callsign/E 
(experienced), RST, Name, QTH, FISTS number, last two digits of the year 
licensed.  For example: 

M0QQQ/E  579  Fred  Manchester  54321  08 

(The N or E can be sent in the QSO as an alternative to a callsign suffix.) 
For more information on these events, see fists.org/operating.html. 
 
FISTS Photographs for JARL Ham Fair 2012 Sugi JK7UST, #7178 
The JARL Ham Fair 2012 will be held at Tokyo Big Sight, Ariake, Tokyo on 
August 25th (Saturday) and 26th (Sunday).  Some of FISTS JA volunteers 
will exhibit the FEA booth this year. 
 
We are planning to display name, callsign, message, and photo of mem-
bers on a booth wall.  Would you email me a short message and your 
face photo by August 18 09:00 UTC? 
 
Thank you very much for your cooperation. 
 
Best 73, Sugi JK7UST FISTS #7178 
jk7ust2012@osugi.net 
 
Transmission 2012 Martin Hallard 
The British Wireless for the Blind Fund will be holding the annual compe-
tition over the weekend of 15th & 16th September 2012.  2011’s compe-
tition was cancelled due to the cost of putting on the event.  This year it 
is being organised by the Central Radio Amateur Circle (CRAC). 
 
If you are interested in taking part and raising money for the BWFB then 
please email CRAC: radio-circle@live.co.uk 
 
All money raised will go straight to the BWBF; please check 
www.blind.org.uk for details on how to donate. 

http://fists.org/operating.html#sprints
http://fists.org/operating.html#straightkey
http://fists.org/operating.html#feetwet
http://fists.org/operating.html#feetwet
http://fists.org/operating.html
http://www.jarl.or.jp/English/4_Library/A-4-6_ham-fair/ham-fair.htm
mailto:jk7ust2012@osugi.net
mailto:jk7ust2012@osugi.net
http://www.blind.org.uk/
http://www.radioclubs.net/crac/
mailto:radio-circle@live.co.uk
http://www.blind.org.uk/
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Front cover photograph: “Cofee” bug built by Ron G3YUH 
 
The front cover photograph shows a beautiful replica built by Ron Ayling, 
G3YUH, of an unusual Mecograph bug key made by William O. Cofee.  
The photograph to the right below shows an original key. 
 
Ron acknowledges the contribu-
tions of fellow Master key maker 
and FISTS member Phil Boyle, 
G0NVT, #15524, who has made 
quite a few of these and very 
kindly donated the lovely wooden 
base and Mecograph label.  Phil 
also supplied detailed plans and 
offered very useful advice on the 
construction.  Ron writes: 
 
“On first looks it doesn’t seem too complicated, although it has a very un-
usual action with a hanging ball weight, other than that it is fairly 
straightforward. WRONG.  It is a real beast of a key.  The main problem is 
the long wand-like main arm, and the tall gantry that the ball hangs 
from.  Anything long with adjusters in a key demands high accuracy, as 

tiny adjustments at one end 
are amplified by the length, 
and so setting this key up so 
that it can be used reliably is 
extremely difficult; to be hon-
est it is a poor design as are 
many early bug keys.” 
 
Many thanks to Ron for al-
lowing to us to include the 
information and photographs 
of his stunning work.  To see 
many more of Ron’s keys, 
please visit his website at 
tinyurl.com/g3yuhkeys 

Original bug key by William O. Cofee 

Completed bug key replica with labels affixed 

http://tinyurl.com/g3yuhkeys
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Professional qualifying speeds in Morse Code Alan G3RMZ, #15858 
  
The Radio Officer on a British Merchant ship 
usually held a Second Class Certificate, 
though to take charge of the radio station 
on a “Class 1” ship, in essence a large pas-
senger carrying ship, he was required to 
hold a First Class Certificate. 
 
The Morse requirement for a Second Class 
Certificate was to both send and receive 3 
minutes of plain language at 20 words/min.  
Three corrected errors were permitted in 
the sending test, and three errors in the re-
ceiving test.  Five letter groups of random 
letters also had to be both sent and re-
ceived at 16 words/min. with the same er-
ror rate.  Additionally, there were shorter sending and receiving tests in 
both number groups and groups of accented letters with punctuation 
signs at lower speeds. 
 
For the First Class Certificate higher speeds were required, but tests were 
for the same duration and with the same permitted error rates.  Plain 
language was at 25 words/min. with letter groups, or code as it was 
called, at 20 group/min.  Similarly, sending and receiving groups of num-
bers, also of accents with punctuation signs, were tested at higher 
speeds. 
 
In the mid 1960’s the “General” certificate was introduced to replace the 
old first and second class ones.  It adopted the second class Morse 
speeds. 
 
A friend who was a Radio Operator in the R.N. tells me that their qualify-
ing speed was 22 words/min. with the same speed for letter groups. 
 
Another friend, who was a radio intercept operator with the R. A. F., was 
required to qualify at 30 words/min. 
 
Shortly after starting employment with the British Coast Radio Station 

Alan G3RMZ’s “Authority to Operate”  
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Service, operators were expected to attain 28 words/min. in plain lan-
guage, and keep it up for 5 minutes without any errors.  Operators were 
also expected to learn touch typing as received messages were typed di-
rect onto message forms.  Some of the more enlightened technical col-
leges where Marine Radio courses were offered included touch typing 
within the course, though this was not part of the final examination.  
 
The operating standards from British, West European and North Ameri-
can Marine Radio Stations were universally excellent.  The operators at 
stations in the US were particularly noteworthy for the slick way in which 
they handled operating signals, as opposed to message content.  Unfor-
tunately this was not always the case elsewhere in the world, where 
some countries were well known for their poor operating standards and 
unreliable delivery of messages. 
 
Most owners of passenger ships subscribed to a press service.  Subscrip-
tion press from the UK was sent from Portishead Radio and addressed to 
the collective call sign GTZZ.  Addressing the broadcast to a collective call 
sign made the content private rather than broadcast, and it was thus an 
offence for R/O’s on non subscribing ships, or indeed anyone else, to 
copy the press.  GTZZ broadcasts came in two, three-quarter-hour long 
sessions, the first, if memory serves me correctly, came at 2148 GMT, 
followed by the second at 0100.  The content of these messages enabled 
the production of a daily ships’ newspaper of some six pages of type-
script.  This included some selected horse racing results and a whole 
page of stock exchange quotations. 
 
GTZZ press came from a machine, which read a punched paper tape and 
was sent at around 20 words/min. 
  
The Australian subscription press broadcast, which was sent by Sydney 
Radio, was also sent from a punched tape, but it usually came at some 23 
to 25 wpm.  There was only one transmission and this lasted for about an 
hour.  I remember one night however, when the operator at Sydney Ra-
dio was either in a hurry to go home, or in a bad mood, as he screwed 
the machine up to 28’s or more.  This was no problem to one who typed 
direct from the Morse code, but I like to speculate that if it was a bad 
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mood he was in, perhaps it was because a Radio Officer from a passenger 
liner had pinched his girl friend, though I plead not guilty! 
  
I was never on a North Atlantic passenger ship, so I cannot comment on 
the US press speeds, though I would have expected them to be some-
thing like the Australians’. 
 
One transmission noted for its low speed was the weather forecast from 
the R. N. radio station on Malta.  This came on a fleet broadcast channel, 
was keyed from a punched paper tape reader, and was sent at only 
16wpm.  Having a lower priority than fleet operational messages, the 
weather forecast was often interrupted for long spells of naval traffic.  
Frankly, I used to tape record the weather, then play it back at double 
speed to copy it.  It proved less frustrating that way.  Although writing at 
over 30 words/min. would be a severe challenge, this speed was no prob-
lem when copied directly onto a typewriter.  It did however make the 
tone a bit high on those occasions when one forgot to tune the receiver 
for a low tone when recording. 
 
Copyright ©:    Alan Pink, g3rmz  13th April 2012. 

New Product:  Ultimate QRSS Kit by Steve G0XAR and Hans G0UPL 
 
The Ultimate QRSS kit by 
Steve G0XAR and Hans 
G0UPL supports WSPR, 
QRSS, DFCW, FSK/CW, 
CW, Hell (full speed and 
half-speed), Slow Hell, 
and customisable pat-
terns.  The WSPR encod-
ing is on-chip.  It supports 
the connection of a GPS 
module for frequency 
locking, accurate time, 
and location (for WSPR).  Power output is measured at 185mW on the 
30m version.  Versions are available for 30/40/80m and perhaps later 

Completed Ultimate QRSS kit 
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20m and 160m.  It does not require a PC; it has an LCD and two buttons 
to control it. 
 
The kit supports the following modes: 
 
 QRSS mode (plain on/off keyed slow CW) 
 FSK/CW mode (frequency shift keyed slow CW) 
 DFCW mode (dual frequency CW, dit's and dah's on different frequen-

cies) 
 WSPR mode (Weak Signal Propagation Reporter) 
 Slow-Hellschreiber (frequency shifted slow Hellschreiber) 
 Hellshreiber (full-speed standard Hellschreiber, and half-speed Hell-

shreiber) 
 CW (plain CW) 
 Customisable FSK patterns 
 
Other features: 
 
 24-character LCD + two-button user interface 
 User-programmable (callsign, message, speed, FSK, mode, etc.), set-

tings stored in EEPROM 
 GPS interface, for locking the frequency in slow-speed modes 
 On-chip generation of WSPR encoded message (no PC required) 
 WSPR maidenhead locator can be generated from GPS-derived 

latitude/longitude 
 Selectable “frame” size, for stacked QRSS reception 
 Plain CW callsign identifier at selectable interval 
 Produces 150mW RF output, or AF output for driving an SSB trans-

ceiver 
 Higher output power by additional PA transistor and/or higher PA sup-

ply voltage 
 
At the time of writing, the price is £15.39 (GBP) plus shipping (£1.29 for 
second class in the UK). 
 
For further information, please see tinyurl.com/uqrss 
The kit can be ordered online at tinyurl.com/hsshop 
 
The information and photograph is Copyright © Hans Summers G0UPL, 2012. 

http://tinyurl.com/uqrss
http://tinyurl.com/hsshop
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Over Here Sean W8OKN, #11181 
 
So what’s it like being a ham in the USA?  Well, maybe I can give you the 
opportunity to hear my 746PRO, in the following words, less the 
static.  Given that most FISTS members in Europe have never operated in 
the USA, I’m going to share some of my ham radio experiences with 
you.  I’m going to allow you to listen in, if you will, through the reading of 
the following paragraphs.  And for those of you who have been here, I 
say thank you for visiting.  In my travels to Europe, I’ve met many kind 
and generous people, and I can only hope that you experience the same 
during your trip to the USA. 
 
Relatively speaking, I live in one of the most northern states in the Union, 
near a small vacation town called Traverse City, Michigan.  This means 

that when Florida, which is in our south, has a band opening on ten me-
ters, into Africa, I may hear static.  The bands seem to work against us 
that way.  Sure, I hear the W4 (south eastern states of the USA) calling 
Africa, and having a short QSO, but I only hear the W4 station.  But, at 
the same time, I have an advantage over the W4 station, some-
times.  During certain times of the year, the top band is working well for 
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me, and for the W4, he or she only hears static.     
 
As a W8 station (Michigan, Ohio and West Virginia), nearly all of the USA 
stations heard here are to the south.  Keep in mind, my home is located 
north of much of the population of Ontario, Canada.  We hams in Michi-
gan hear our fair share of Ohio, Florida, California and Texas.  In fact, I 
sometimes wonder if Mexico hears us so often, they get bored with 
Michigan.  I suspect that stations in Florida hear too many Michiganders 
and some of us here say we hear too much of them. 
 
The tough-to-find stations we need for our WAS (Worked All States) are 
probably the same stations you need.  We can’t seem to scare up Utah, 
Wyoming, Montana, or perhaps North and South Dakota on a regular 
basis.  And the reason for this is simple.  Montana has fewer people than 
the city of Detroit.  The issue is simply a matter for your elementary math 
class.  There ain’t a nobody there!  It’s very difficult to have a CW QSO 
with nobody, not that the people in Montana, or any of these other 
states, are nobody.  But you know what I mean.  The odds work very 
much against you.  As we say, “Do the math!”. 
 
I’m writing this article while on my way to Montana, as a matter of fact, 
to see the beauty of Glacier National Park and to go to my niece’s wed-
ding.  I love Montana, the mountains there, and the open sky you read 
about.  The beauty is just like everything described in National Geo-
graphic Magazine.  But, there are few people there, let alone CW FISTS 
operators.  I know, don’t send me an email.  There are FISTS operators in 
Montana and Wyoming, but few and far in-between, compared to other 
areas of the world.  I’d venture to say that there are more FISTS opera-
tors in Chicago than in all of Wyoming.  There may be more FISTS opera-
tors on The Isle of Man than in all of Montana.  As big as Montana is, 
there’s nobody there and that’s the attraction.  It’s untamed and beauti-
ful and those are the reasons people like the place so much.  It’s open, 
free and relaxed.  It’s stunning.  The officer in the movie, “The Hunt for 
Red October”, dreamed of Montana for a very good reason. 
 
And what about 75 meters (you do not have it there)?  What do I hear on 
75 meters?  Well, I won’t say a whole lot ‘bout that.   Let’s just say that 

http://uk.imdb.com/title/tt0099810/
http://uk.imdb.com/title/tt0099810/
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on my way to Montana, at 39,000 feet, I rediscovered that my favorite 
airline snack is “Fruits and Nuts”.  Did I say I wouldn’t say anything about 
75 meters or did I say I wouldn’t say a “whole lot”?  I reserved my right to 
say a little.  The SSB portion of 75 meters in the USA is loaded with airline 
snacks, which are not always that tasteful.  Sure, there are some great 
hams on the band, but there are very few balanced meals, if you get my 
meaning.  The menu there seems to have lots of spicy and dicey appetiz-
ers, but no main course.  But since I hate arrogance, and I’m starting to 
sound a tad arrogant as I write about 75 meters, let’s move on.  Shall 
we?  Just make a note.  I, W8OKN, like the lower portion of the band bet-
ter.  The CW and digital portion of 80 meters is my place to hang out.  No 
offense. 
 
Three cheers for the top-band, where reality seems to have taken 
hold.  160 meters seems to be maintaining its own and doing well 
here.  There are good casual operators and they are the hams with poor 
antennas for the band who are great operators.  It’s a  mix.  And then 
there are “Big Guns” with 2,000 watts and 280 acre farms which allow for 
the full wave length antennas.  These hams have acres and acres of room 
for very long wire antennas for 160 meters.  They can string receiving an-
tennas that run as long as 400 feet and with full ¼ wave vertical for trans-
mission. 
 
160 meters here seems to be more gentlemen-like, if you will, although 
it’s not a perfect situation.  But the CW portion of the band seems very 
easy going and casual.  I like it, and if it weren’t for the loud static, I’d 
really like it a lot.  During the winter, I spend more time on 80 and 160 
meters, CW, than any other band.  This has much to do with where I live, 
in a northern state, and the fact that we’re not at the top of the sun spot 
cycle. 
 
And on 20 meters, I get excited when I hear the British and Irish accents 
(in CW of course).  Yes, Mr. Harrington, I love to hear the accent (there 
are lots of people with the last name of Harrington in the USA from Eng-
land and Scotland).  You guys seem to have mastered the language and 
we over on this side of the pond, who have any sophistication at all, wish 
we could fake a good British or Irish accent.  I long for the brogue.  Do 
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you even say “Slàinte” in Gaelic CW?  With a name like Sean Patrick 
Doran, with my northern Michigan accent, where I sound more like a Ca-
nadian, mixed in with a little Swedish and Finnish influence from the U.P.
(upper peninsula of Michigan), eh, I sometimes wish I sounded more so-
phisticated.  The U.P. has a huge Finnish and Swedish influence from a 
100 years ago when those Suomalainens left Finland for a better life 
here.  And now I’m stuck with the accent, eh? 
 
And what about 30 meters?  Well, it’s one of my favorite bands.  Given 
that it’s digital, I find myself there often.  Our activity, I have heard, is less 
than yours.  But the band has characteristics of 40m, 20m and some-
where in-between.  I wonder why that is?  When you stop by at 30 me-
ters, there may be 5 stations heard, as opposed to 40 meters, where 
there may be as many as 75 stations operating. 
 
So there you have it.  I told the story.  Now you have a better idea what 
it’s like to be a ham in the USA.  20 meters is cool for talking to yus guys 
(U.P. accent).  75 meters SSB is like my favorite airline snack.  160 meters 
is polite, but tough to accomplish things, like awards.  30 meters is some-
where in-between 20 and 40, and the higher bands aren’t that great dur-
ing low sunspots and where being geographically challenged in the 
northern part of the USA makes it more difficult. 
 
Oh!  What about 2 meters?  Well, I don’t spend much time there.  I used 
to listen, and chat, and now I seem to do more listening than talking.  It 
may be my imagination, but 2 meters is less active than it used to 
be.  And the hams that are on 2 meters seem less interested in CW 
probably because they enjoy 2 meters.  One group isn’t necessarily bet-
ter than the other, but simply express or have different interests.  I’m not 
sure why that is, but as we say here, “different strokes for different 
folks”.  2 meter SSB is rare up here in northern Michigan.  Rumor has it 
that there’s SSB activity in Detroit and Chicago, but I never hear them up 
where I am.  2 meters is almost exclusively FM here, with a vast majority 
of the activity on the repeaters. 
 
Lastly, I cannot write an article about what it’s like here in the USA with-
out saying something about football.  OK, slay me.  It has nothing to do 
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with ham radio, let alone CW or Morse.  But here it goes.  I coached soc-
cer (European football) for 14 years.  I enjoy the sport, make no mistake 
about it.  I also enjoy baseball a great deal, too.  But American Football, 
especially at the college level, is awesome.  I hope it takes shape there 
someday! 

Cheers, Sean W8OKN 

AA Batteries: Who would have thought it? Ian G6TGO, #14556 
 
Because I was investigating why 
an AA battery would not fit 
tightly in a UM2 battery holder 
converter (converting an SP2 
surround to allow a high current 
AA rechargeable to be fitted), I 
discovered that there are differ-
ences in the width and length of 
AA’s by manufacturer! 
 
It is very hard to tell the differ-
ence until you measure them as 
I did. 
 
The length was found to vary as 
well! 
 
The Maplin UM2 battery holder 
will in practice take a battery 
with a width of 15x50mm, thus con-
cluding these holders are of limited 
use for FT690 operations.  Anything 
less than 50mm wide is unsuitable. 
 
Just goes to show what you learn 
when you are twiddling your 
thumbs with nothing to do, HI. 
 
 
Copyright © Ian Hogan G6TGO, 2012.  All rights reserved. 

From left to right the battery width is: 
 12mm 12mm 13mm 14mm 14mm 

From left to right length the battery height is: 
 48mm 49mm 49mm 50mm 50mm 

AA batteries 
in the UM2 

holders. 
Note the size 
difference in 
the positive 

terminal 
studs! 
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DXpedition To Swaziland March 2012 John EA5ARC, #10879 
 
Many Fists members appreci-
ate a QSO which provides 
more than a short exchange 
of callsigns and reports.  
However with the demand 
for a contact with a DX sta-
tion, especially the more 
rare, it is common for the DX 
station to engage in only a 
short QSO.  In fact with large 
pileups of stations calling, the 
shorter the contact the better, especially if the DX operation is for a lim-
ited period of time (i.e. a DXpedition). 
 
The challenge for the keen DXer is to get through the pileup and make 
his contact.  The challenge for the DX station is to contact as many sta-
tions in as many continents as possible. 
 
With this in mind, the story for me began in the autumn of 2011, when I 
spoke to Phil G3SWH at the RSGB Convention.  Phil is an ex Marine RO 
and operates primarily CW at his home QTH, as I do.  Phil has undertaken 
many DXpeditions and so we discussed joining forces for a 2 man CW-
only HF DXpedition. 
 
After considering alternatives we agreed to visit 3DA Swaziland together 
and specifically, the Hawane Resort, where Daniel ZS6JR runs an opera-
tion that provides equipment and antennas.  The resort is located a little 
way north of the border crossing between the Kingdom of Swaziland and 
South Africa.  Rather like a hotel, there is a restaurant and separate 
thatched roof chalets for sleeping. 
   
Daniel, with Andy Cory 3DA0TM, a resident of Swaziland, undertook the 
task of obtaining reciprocal licences for our operation.  Daniel undertook 
to remain on site during the period of our operation so that he could as-
sist with any technical problems resulting from his equipment or prob-
lems at the venue. 

3DA0PW QSL Card 
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The venture began for me with a stopover at the G3SWH QTH in Bristol 
to allow us to check cables and software for use with my Laptop, my Mi-
croham Keyer and the software agreed on i.e. N1MM.  Although the soft-
ware was new to me, it was very familiar to Phil.   
The next day we collected Bill, a friend of Phil’s, who travelled with us. 
Bill is not a licensed amateur but has accompanied Phil on several of his 
DXpedition trips.   
 
We travelled to Heathrow Airport for our flight to Johannesburg, where 
we were met by Bob Wood of DX Safaris.  I had asked Bob to provide 
transport to the Hawane Resort in Swaziland because he could provide a 
minibus and he also knew the anomalies of the procedures at the border 
crossing, where we had to provide written lists of items of value we were 
taking into Swaziland.  The list had to include laptops, mobile telephones, 
keyer and Bill’s iPad and Kindle, etc.  We had to declare these same items 
again on leaving the Kingdom of Swaziland. 
After a 4 hour journey in the minibus we arrived at the Hawane resort in 
the mountainous area of Western Swaziland.  It is over 4,000 ft above 
sea level and the radio shack was housed in a dedicated round hovel 
(rondhavel) at the end of the site.   
 

Daniel ZS6JR had arrived the day 
before in order to set up the anten-
nas and other equipment.  He had 
provided 2 x Elecraft K3’s with Icom 
IC2KL amplifiers.  These were set up 
side-by-side on one table causing us 
to feel concerned about interaction 
between the two stations when 
running at full power.  Fortunately, 
these concerns had already been 

addressed by Daniel.  He had chosen W3NQN Band Pass filters because 
they possess superior characteristics to the others available.  They are 3 
pole filters with tapped input and output coils that are series tuned cou-
pled.  This results in deep nulls at the second harmonic and steeper curve 
characteristics than the Dunestar filters.  Used, together, with the Ele-

Shack at 3DA0PW  
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craft K3’s, it is generally unnecessary to run with any other filters.  For 
antenna feeders LMR240 cable was used  because of its low loss and light 
weight.  It also has better screening than other cables.  
The amplifiers used were Icom IC2KL that are rated at 500w out.  They 
are solid state, no tuning, band switched from 160m to 10m.  The choice 
of the Cushcraft A4S and A3WS was due to the simple mechanical con-
struction.  There is no fancy beta match and/or ruggedized mounting 
plates to make the antenna heavier...unnecessary for short term DXpedi-
tion use.  Daniel adjusts the antenna to suit the operation, CW or SSB, by 
simply adjusting the lengths of the elements.  The trailer tower was 
roughly 15m high with a Ham4 rotator in a small cage and a 5m alumin-
ium stub mast at the top.  The top antenna was around 19m high and the 
lower antenna, just above the rotator, 15m high.  The tribander was al-
ways above the WARC beam below. 
 
Daniel used a full size quarter wave vertical for 
80m, 20m in length, with 30 x 20m long alumin-
ium radials around the base.  Over this was 
placed the 40m 4 square, comprising 4 quarter 
wave verticals, each with a single elevated ra-
dial about 2.5m above the ground.  The 80m 
vertical doubled as the antenna for 30m and 
proved to be 2 ‘S’ units up on a commercial 
multiband vertical, the HyGain AV640. 
 
The single elevated radial made each vertical 
easy to tune by simply altering the length of the 
wire elevated radial.  Each was fed with a quar-
ter wave length of LMR240 cable (LMR240 be-
cause of the higher velocity factor that made 
the cable physically strong enough to reach the 
phasing box) and each had its own sleeve cur-
rent balun at the feed point.  The phasing box is 
the Comtek unit, the connectors having been 
changed to all N-types to ensure good connection because SO239 and 
PL259 connectors can be intermittent. 
 

Beams on portable tower 
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Daniel favours using current baluns at key points, such as with the triban-
der, WARC duo bander, the feed points of the 40m verticals, the feed 
point to the phasing box on the cable to the shack and even on the feed 
point of the 80m vertical. 
 
We were both full of enthusiasm and confidence when we started oper-
ating on the first morning.  Phil G3SWH operated the non WARC bands 
and I operated the WARC bands. The first real setback came in the late 
afternoon when the QRN increased and the skies darkened.  We then 
experienced a major thunderstorm with multiple lightning discharges 
from the sky to the ground.  This caused us to have 5 mains power cuts, 
one after another, whilst trying to operate, causing our computers to 
crash and our radios, and amplifiers to stop. 
 
We needed to do something about the unreliable electricity supply, so 
the next morning, still lacking power, we went to discuss the problem 
with the management of the Hawane Resort.  It transpired that they pos-

sessed a backup generator, which 
their handyman, a tall Swazi with 
the unlikely name of December, had 
tucked away in his workshop area.  
After he had lifted it out and dusted 
it off, we transported it to the other 
end of the site so that it was close to 
the shack.  However, there was a 
snag!  December had been unable 
to buy fuel for the generator be-
cause the fan belt on his pickup 
truck was broken.  Fortunately, we 
persuaded Daniel to use his truck to 
pick up the fuel.  The fact that the 
resort did not have fuel for their 
spare generator spoke volumes. 

  
Following what turned out to be a lengthy delay, and with the generator 
finally up and running, we returned to working more of ‘the deserving’ 
seeking a CW QSO with 3DA land.  However, although the storm had sub-

Emergency power supply being delivered!  
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sided, the static was so bad 
that copying any call in the 
pile up was virtually impossi-
ble.  This made the job of ob-
taining even a partial call 
tricky.  One had to persevere, 
despite constant callers going 
at it full steam ahead! 
 
Being keen on operating CW 
DX stations from home in 
Spain, operating as the DX 
station was very different as you may imagine. 
 
The JA stations would call en masse but fall silent when one of them was 
called.  If I repeated a call and it was incorrect by even one character 
there was NO response – just silence!  When calling USA stations, it was 
often a case of sending a partial, followed by a question mark.  This was 
usually replied to with the missing character only being sent and that just 
once!  If I missed that, due to QRN or constant callers, I had to start again 
with the partial and a question mark.  After a while, the penny would 
drop and the operator would send his full call.  All the time I was con-
scious of the falling QSO rate. 
 
When it came to EU stations, if I made a mistake in the call sign, the op-
erator would invariably send “NO” followed by his full call sign twice and 
this helped considerably with the QSO rate.  We had situations where 
operators appeared to change their suffix or we received only a partial 
call.  The practice of listening inside a pileup was challenging but it was 
possible to ‘tune in’ aurally to specific calls.  Sadly, this caused other sta-
tions with similar characters in their calls to respond right on top of the 
station.  All in all, great fun! 
 
Operating with the Elecraft K3 for the first time was interesting but it 
soon became apparent that there was a big difference between the ways 
the two K3s performed.  Phil tried operating my K3 and pronounced it as 
extremely difficult to use in a ‘pile up’ situation. 
 

John EA5ARC and Phil G3SWH 
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I started operating at 5.00am local each morning, when a clear path to 
the USA on 40m provided huge pileups, and Phil opened up on 30m at 
6.00am.  At 7.00am we stopped for breakfast and resumed afterwards 
on 20m where the JA’s were prolific.  We skipped lunch and continued all 
day moving up with the bands as each of them opened. 
 
After sticking at it for many long days, Bill suggested a change of routine 
would be good for us and that we hire a minibus and guide for a local 
tour.  We agreed the change of scenery would be good.  We were spoilt 
for choice regarding places to visit.  First of all, we headed for the capital 
Mbabane and, to our surprise, encountered a cow walking towards the 
oncoming traffic on the main, dual carriageway.  Cattle are seldom 
fenced in, so are free to roam at will.  They are valued as wealth and fig-
ure highly in the price for a bride in wedding negotiations.  At Mbabane, 
we visited an excellent State museum that displayed the history of the 
independent Swazi nation.  We also visited the National Heritage Centre, 
and saw some brilliant singing and dancing (see QSL card).  This was fol-
lowed by a guided tour around a typical Swazi village.  An unusual stop 
entailed going to the mausoleum of the current King’s Father - a man 
venerated because he set up the Kingdom of Swaziland and avoided 
bloodshed with the infamous Shaka Zulu.  He placated Shaka Zulu with 
gifts of young women and also managed to keep the British colonialists 
happy by negotiating with them to protect the fledgling nation from any 
expansionist moves by the Dutch Boer settlers, who had moved north to 
get away from the hated English who 
had colonised the Cape. 
 
Last, but not least, we called in at the 
glass works.  The glass works, which 
was set up by a Swedish entrepre-
neur, employs local labour and pro-
duces ornaments, vases, wine 
glasses, etc. from recycled used bot-
tles. 
 
Refreshed by this excellent morning 
excursion into the ‘outside’ world we 

Visit to glass factory  



Page 33    Key Note  Summer 2012 

returned to Hawane and resumed 
our duties providing contacts to the 
deserving. 
 
As HF DXers are very keen to verify 
that they ‘are in the log’ of a DX sta-
tion, we were keen to use the 
online log facilities available to us. 
Once we had a substantial number 
of QSOs in the log, Phil copied the 
data from both laptops and set off 
to reception in hunt of the site’s computer.  This was the only computer 
that had an internet connection.  We soon discovered that the connec-
tion was unreliable so any hopes of a daily upload to Logbook of the 
World (LoTW), Club Log and g3swh.org.uk receded.  It was very frustrat-
ing to watch Phil trying to upload to Club Log because the upload would 
stop a third of the way through each time. 
   
Due to storm damage, my computer was zapped on the day prior to de-
parture and I was unable to enter any calls into the log.  This necessitated 
writing down the contact details of each QSO on paper.  This slowed the 
contact rate to 2 or 3 contacts per minute.  Then I had the task of updat-
ing the master log manually at a later stage.  
 
Phil knew of a suitable program that was free on the internet that would 
create an ADIF file that could be incorporated into the master log.  Luck-
ily, he managed to obtain a connection on the morning of our departure 
so I was able to complete the necessary conversion of the paper log to 
ADIF just 2 minutes before the time agreed for the closure of the two sta-
tions. 
 
During our six and a half days of operating (not counting our downtime 
due to power cuts) we made 13,374 contacts with G3SWH making 7,800 
contacts and EA5ARC making 5,574 contacts.  (See breakdown on next 
page.)  For me the trip was a great experience. 
 
Our particular thanks go to our XYLs, Jan and June, for supporting our 
trip, to Daniel, ZS6JR of CQ-DX African Safaris (3da0ss.net) for providing 

John EA5ARC on the WARC Bands  

http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
http://tinyurl.com/clublog
http://g3swh.org.uk/
http://3da0ss.net/
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the radios and antennas, to Andy, 3DA0TM for help with the licenses, to 
Bob Wood of InterfaceTravel (interfacetravel.com) for transport and to 
the management and staff of the Hawane Resort, Mbabane 
(www.hawane.co.sz) for making this DXpedition possible; as well as to 
our sponsors: the Clipperton DX Club (cdxc.org) and the Nippon DX Asso-
ciation (www.ndxa.net). 

John Saunders   EA5ARC   G3OLU   3DA0JS   FISTS 10879 

URL’s 
G3SWH: g3swh.org.uk  re Online 
Log, QSL information and DXpedi-
tion photographs. 
 
Club Log: tinyurl.com/clublog 
propagation tool, Great Circle 
Maps. 
 
Logbook of the World (LoTW): 
tinyurl.com/arrllotw DXpedition 
final log. 

Statistics for 3DA0PW  
Countries: 126 
Band QSO’s: 

28 MHz  1,610 
24 MHz  4,322 
21 MHz  2,083 
17 MHz  2,263 
14 MHz  1,105 
10 MHz  1,215 
 7 MHz  775 
TOTAL  13,374 all CW 

New Product:  MantiZ FX-2 QRP CW Transceiver 
 
The FX-2 is a dual band QRP transceiver which operates on the 30 meter 
and 40 meter bands (3.5 W / 4.0 W).  The FX-2 weighs only 10.225 
ounces (290 grams) with dimensions of 4.5” length x 2.375” width x 1.5” 
depth. 
 
Available functions: 
 Two bands, 40 and 30 

meters, tuning limited to 
be within these bands. 
(7.000,000 to 7.300,000 
and 10.110,000 to 
10.150,000). 

 RIT tuning. 
 Variable bandwidth IF. 

MantiZ FX-2 QRP CW Transceiver 

http://interfacetravel.com/
http://www.hawane.co.sz/
http://cdxc.org/
http://www.ndxa.net/
http://g3swh.org.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/clublog
http://tinyurl.com/arrllotw


Page 35    Key Note  Summer 2012 

New Product:  OpenBeacon QRPp Beacon Transmitter 
 
OpenBeacon is an open source crystal-controlled 
QRPp beacon transmitter kit which can output a 
variety of slow-speed modes, including QRSS, 
DFCW, and Sequential Multi-tone Hellschreiber.  
It is configured via USB port, so there are no 
jumpers to set and you can easily adjust all of the 
operating parameters via command line.  Once 
configuration is complete, OpenBeacon may be 
removed from the PC and operate standalone. 
 
Specifications 
 Frequency: crystal controlled 
 Modes: CW, QRSS, DFCW, Sequential Multi-

tone Hellschreiber, Glyphcode, WSPR 
(experimental) 

 Power output: 300 mW nominal (at +13.7 VDC power supply) 
 Spectral purity: greatest harmonic <-45 dBc 
 Power supply: +5 VDC to +14 VDC 
 Current consumption: 50 mA at +5 VDC, 120 mA at +13.7 VDC 
 Control via USB on Windows, OS X, and Linux 

OpenBeacon Transmitter 

 “Tune” mode with SWR indicator. 
 Iambic (B mode) keyer, 5 to 40 wpm. 
 Two programmable Morse message memories of up to 120 characters 

each. 
 20 user programmable frequency memories, 10 for each band. 
 
As a battery saving method, the LCD back light will turn off after 2.5 min-
utes of inactivity.  The display can still be viewed under strong light with 
the back light off and any activity such as pushing a button, tuning the 
frequency or tapping the paddle will turn the light back on. 
 
At the time of writing, the price is $185 (USD) excluding delivery. 
 
Website: www.lnrprecision.com Email: controlliner@embarqmail.com 
Voicemail: (001) 336-495-7714 (Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3pm ET) 

http://www.lnrprecision.com/
mailto:controlliner@embarqmail.com
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Kanga Products FOXX-3 QRP 40m CW Transceiver Billy M0JHA, #12589 
 
The minimalist FOXX QRP CW trans-
ceiver was originally designed by George 
Burt GM3OXX, FISTS #7174.  George 
Dobbs G3RJV then adapted the design as 
the FOXX-2.  This article is about the 
third adaption, the FOXX-3, by Derek 
Alexander G4GVM and is available as a 
kit from Kanga Products. 
 
 
The FOXX-3 kit incorporates a sidetone 
oscillator, changeover relay and low-
pass filter.  It will fit inside an AltoidsTM mint tin and all connections are 
made via vertical connectors, which are concealed when the lid is closed.  
The connections are as follows: antenna via 50 ohm BNC, power via 2 pin 
0.1" header, headphones via 3.5mm mono or stereo jack plug or 2 pin 
header and Morse key via 3.5mm mono or stereo jack plug or 2 pin 
header.  Kanga Products supply a small PCB-mounted switch that can be 
used as a Morse key.  All that is needed to get on the air is a 12 volt DC 
supply, headphones, an antenna and (possibly) a tuner. 
 
 
The Kit 
When I received the kit, I was pleasantly surprised.  It had come in sepa-
rate bags for each stage of the build and the build manual was well writ-
ten.  In readiness for the kit, I had obtained a suitable size plastic case 
and made myself a very small half wave tuner/VSWR indicator to go with 

FOXX-3 kit 

 PCB dimensions: 70 mm x 90 mm 
 High quality PCB with soldermask and ENIG (gold) plating 
 
Available Bands: 30 meters (10.140 MHz).  It is expected that more bands 
will be available soon. 
 
At the time of writing, the price is $40 (USD) excluding delivery. 
 
Website: www.etherkit.com Email: support@etherkit.com 

http://www.kanga-products.co.uk/
http://shop.altoids.com/
http://www.etherkit.com/
mailto:support@etherkit.com
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the TRX.  My idea for the 
Summer was to have a com-
pletely self-contained, ultra-
light minimal QRP station.  I 
ordered two each of crystals 
for 7.010, 7.020 and 7.030 so 
I could switch between them 
and parallel them to increase 
the range the frequency could be pulled, allowing better coverage of the 
40m CW section. 
 
 
The Build 
Well, building the kit was a doddle. Thankfully the tests after each stage 

of the build helped me suss 
out why the sidetone didn't 
work.  I had bridged a gap I 
shouldn't have with a stray 
bit of solder, so it was an 
easy fix.  I had it on the bench 
and made two contacts but 
had a slight issue with a hum 
in the headphones, which I 
needed to sort out.  I got a 
healthy 1 watt out using 12V 
but stole my daughter’s 9V 
600mAh battery from her re-

mote control car.  The TX current needed is around 240mA so I can get 
an hour or two’s radio time using it, albeit at a reduced power level. 
 
 
In the photograph on the left, the radio is sat on the 600mAh battery, 
which has been stuck to the bottom with Velcro.  Inside the case there is 
enough room for the ATU, makeshift key, headphones etc.  The antenna 
wire is going to be wound around the case when not in use.  I made a 
few contacts on the radio using a mono band dipole and there were just 
a few little issues to be sorted out.  All in all an easy build. 
 

Completed FOXX-3 kit 

Complete FOXX-3 station in a plastic container 
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On the Air 
Subsequently I made quite a few contacts on this radio with some sur-
prising reports.  However, I have had to “fine tune” the build.  I noticed 
with the supplied 7.030 crystal I couldn't seem to make any contacts, but 
think this was just down to conditions as opposed to anything wrong.  I 
like to stick around 7.028 anyway, so the 7.030 crystal was a little too 
high for me.  The slight shift available using one crystal really didn’t do 
anything as regards the RX and was at best only good for “tweaking” a 
signal in.  I found using 2x 7.020 crystals, I got a sweep of around 8 kHz 
(.021 - .029).  This is a reasonable amount of usable shift and is worth 
having.  Because the front end is as wide as a barn door, you can hear 
stations across quite a wide frequency sweep, but this is part and parcel 
of this type of TRX. 
 
Zero-beating another station is quite easy once you’re used to using the 
rig: 
 
 Set the RX offset pot fully clockwise. 
 Tune down on a signal until you hear a dull thud in the phones. 
 Turn the RX offset pot anti-clockwise to get the tone back in the 

headphones. 
 
It should then be roughly zero-beat with the other station and they 
should hear you well enough.  They may need to tune you in slightly, but 
I found this the best method. 
 
Billy M0JHA 
 
 
At the time of writing, the FOXX-3 kit is available for 80m, 40m, 30m or 20m at 
£29.95 (excluding delivery) from Kanga Products  www.kanga-products.co.uk. 
 
Billy has provided three YouTube videos showing his FOXX-3 station: 

tinyurl.com/foxx3kit discusses the station. 
tinyurl.com/foxx3tune is about tuning it. 
tinyurl.com/foxx3live demonstrates the receiver and sidetone. 

 
The GQRP website has a document “The Pixie File” available free at 
tinyurl.com/pixiefile that contains a number of FOXX, Pixie and related articles, 
gathered from various editions of the Sprat magazine. 

http://www.kanga-products.co.uk/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=flypage.tpl&product_id=28&category_id=8&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=58
http://www.kanga-products.co.uk/
http://www.kanga-products.co.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/foxx3kit
http://tinyurl.com/foxx3tune
http://tinyurl.com/foxx3live
http://gqrp.com/
http://www.gqrp.com/The_Sprat_Pixie_File.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/pixiefile
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“Shall I send an SOS?” … “Err, no, better not” Geoff G3MLL, #15805 
 
At the end of Geoff Corlett’s entertaining article “Morse: When there was no 
Alternative” in the Spring 2012 Key Note, he had been posted to a sea-borne 
R.A.F. unit (a surprise to many of us!).  Geoff follows on with an account of deal-
ing with an issue that some may be familiar with: when a situation is getting out 
of hand, do you struggle on or radio for help, taking into account safety versus 
the potential embarrassment and ‘consequences’? 
 
RAF Drummore, Galloway, 1958. 
 
Returning to the UK at the end 
of a two and a half year tour on 
Coastal Command Shackletons in 
Malta and Aden, I was posted to 
a remote Marine Craft Unit 
(MCU) in South West Scotland. 
 
The Unit had no Officer, so as a 
Sergeant I was the Unit Senior 
NCO, a novelty as I knew nothing whatsoever about matters-nautical. 
Two weather-beaten Corporals ran the Unit, which consisted of two fast 
Range Safety Launches and half a dozen Airmen (deckhands and engine 
mechanics).  We all lived in a big wooden hut, cooking and cleaning for 
ourselves.  It was a magnificent posting after the tedium of droning 
around Arabia and the Gulf on Shackletons.  I operated my Amateur gear 
as a GM for a short while, but it was depressingly “quiet” after the excite-
ment of being ZB1LQ and VS9AP. 
 
The HF Radio installed on our craft was identical with that used on most 
RAF aircraft, this being the ancient but reliable T1154/R1155 setup.  I ini-
tially presumed that this was why I had been whizzed away on this very 
strange posting.  I was therefore perplexed to learn that HF was unused 
and nobody could ever remember the gear even being switched on.  (I 
learnt a few postings later that I had simply been caught up in one of the 
periodic “defence cuts” prevalent at the time.) 
 
Range Safety Launches were glorious play-things.  Their bigger cousins, 
Air Sea Rescue Launches, were certainly more impressive as regards 

Drummore Harbour photographed by Billy McCrorie 

https://fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn0312a5.pdf
http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/22650
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sheer size, speed and purposeful-
ness but a bit too “noticeable” as 
regards being able just to “mess 
about in boats”. 
 
The prime task of the Unit was 
the clearing of the Luce Bay 
bombing range (see following 
map) of civilian craft immediately 
prior to its use by Bomber Com-
mand and also the maintenance 
of the targets and markers in the bay.  A neat little ship-to-shore Pye VHF 
unit was fitted but, as with the HF gear, was never used. 
 
The monthly plan for December 1958 petered out in mid-month but to 
our intense annoyance, we had to maintain a skeleton Crew on standby 
over the festive season.  In the pub on Boxing Day we worked up a big 
“hate” about this fact.  On the strength of this (and a few Drams), Cox’n 
with some ceremony announced that on the morrow, we would visit the 
Air Sea Rescue Unit at Peel on the Isle of Man.  This was a hundred mile 
round trip but in the “log” it would go down as “target maintenance”. 
 
We recovered from our night’s “hate” and binge on the two and a half 
hour transit to Peel.  Having no navigation aids, it was Cox and Compass 
to get us there through the chill winter haze.  Lunch, a few beers and we 
started back, a bit later than was advisable.  I slept huddled next to the 
hot roaring RR diesels.  I came-to, to find the crew somewhat animated. 
As we approached the mouth of the bay from the South, our pitching 
motion should have eased but this was not happening.  We were still slic-
ing through the long swell coming down from the North West.  Poor light 
was slipping into darkness; oh dear, we had a problem. 
 
We turned hard a starboard and rumbled forward, trying to find Scotland 
in the gloom.  Ten minutes and then shouts of “there”, “straight ahead”, 
“slow down”.  The tremendous cliffs of the Mull of Galloway loomed in 
the dark 100 yards ahead.  Now what?  To me it seemed simple: turn 
South, hug the cliffs round into the bay.  Forty minutes to the pub at 

Range Safety Launch 

http://www.pyetelecomhistory.org/
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most.  We crept for-
ward for about fif-
teen minutes, the 
towering Mull 100 
yards on our port 
beam. 
 
“Ahead!” somebody 
yelled and we imme-
diately hove to.  Peer-
ing for’ard I got the 
fright of my life.  
About five boat 
lengths in front, the 

sea had gone mad, changing abruptly from smooth swell to a confusion 
of rearing and breaking waves, two or three metres high.  I had totally 
forgotten the infamous Mull of Galloway Tide Race.  Animated discussion 
ensued, the Race having a fearsome reputation.  Stretching out in an 
elongating triangle for over a mile, apex at the Mull, it was perhaps 200 
yards across (and at its most vicious) close in shore.  Out to sea it was 
over a mile wide and only slightly less lethal. 
 
We were reluctant to lose sight of our bit of Scotland in the almost com-
plete darkness, but what to do?  Not enough cable in the anchor locker 
and anyway, out of the question that we should wallow about for thir-
teen hours in the dark until the dawn of the next day.  Should we call out 
the Portpatrick Lifeboat? 
 
At this, my mild interest in our pre-
dicament turned into alarm; I’d even 
never bothered to switch the TX/RX 
on, I had only the vaguest recall of the 
SOS procedure, the frequencies and 
even had no idea as to our “callsign”.  
I was rescued by Cox’n immediately 
seeing the awful shame and subse-
quent “Unit Inquiries” as to our AWOL 

Mull of Galloway Tide Race 

The fearsome Mull of Galloway 
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that would result and the decision was thus taken to try to get through 
the Race about a hundred yards off-shore.  We secured all movable bits, 
checked engine and other hatches and battened the rear doors.  Cox was 
at the helm, a senior deckhand on the throttles, rest of us braced against 
the wheelhouse back-bulkhead, feet up on the crossbeam. 
 
The sea was a maelstrom of rearing waves, voids and whirlpools; nothing 
to “steer into”.  Support could suddenly disappear from under bow or 
stern at random.  The noise was tremendous, the confusion total.  We 
immediately lost sight of the Mull, phosphorescence and disorientation 
combining with wildly agitated compass gimbals.  One gigantic whirlpool 
took us round one-eighty degrees, our twin rudders and differential use 
of throttles proving completely ineffective. 
 
With fifty yards still to go, the supporting sea withdrew from under our 
bow on the starboard side. We dipped down, lurching forward and to the 
right.  We were all thrown violently into the crossbeam, I fetching my 
kneecap a fearsome crack.  One of the deckhands bent his nose, the 
pouring blood adding colour to the occasion.  Our bow went under and 
we tipped over about thirty odd degrees onto our beam.  The sliding 
wheelhouse side window burst in, the sea sloshing around our legs.  Af-
ter a few seconds however, the bow was slowly thrust upwards, the boat 
recovering its dignity.  Two minutes later we were out of it and into the 
calm and silence of the bay. 
 
We bailed out the “heads” (toilets) in the bow where the water had 
drained, creeping back into Drummore about thirty minutes later.  The 
stove-in wheelhouse window was subsequently logged as being caused 
by a “whipping mooring hawser”. 
 
In an idle moment a few weeks later, I powered up the radio, pressed the 
Morse key, only to be greeted by a fizzing noise and a 
smell of burning.  Damp and salt in the system over the 
years I guessed.  I hurriedly switched off, snagging the 
“fault” on my last day with the unit six months later. 
 

Per Ardua ad Astra, or to be more accurate, 
Per Ardua ad Mare! RAF Air Signaller’s 

brevet 
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Police Radio - A little bit of History David Dunn VK3DBD/G3SCD, #3756 
Part 1: Great Britain 
 
Recent comments on the FISTS reflector about Police Radio origins 
caught my attention. 
 
The radio aspect of Police communications was a matter of particular in-
terest to me many years ago as I worked for a newspaper and knowing 
about “incidents" as and when they occurred was of great benefit.  
 
My hobby of radio enabled me to 
keep an ear on the Police frequen-
cies.  In those days it was relatively 
easy to modify a commercial PMR 
receiver to cover the frequency used 
by the ‘boys in blue’, who at that time 
used Amplitude Modulation.  While 
working in the darkroom the frequent 
chatter from and to the patrol cars 
was one of the minor entertainments.  
These days most of the transmissions 
are scrambled, which is no bad thing! 
 
As it was generally understood, it was not actually illegal to listen, but 
passing on information was and I was a self-employed freelance photog-
rapher, well known in the rural area where I lived.  One Winter evening I 
was driving home and rounding a bend, came across a Police Car, wheels 
upwards, sitting on its roof.  The driver’s error of judgment on the icy 
road was no doubt a sore point for a long time.  Of course the resulting 
picture was prominently displayed in the local paper.  The local Police, 
many of whom I knew quite well, smiled and commented that I must 
have nothing better to do than listen to the radio.  They just would not 
believe me when I said I happened to be passing... but I really was.  
 
My research into the early Police radio proved interesting and two 
sources unearthed first hand historical accounts containing probably lit-
tle known facts. 
As I suspected, in Great Britain the city of Nottingham, better known for 

David VK3DBD/G3SCD 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/
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its castle and Robin Hood’s adventures, seemed to be where it all 
started.  I found an article in the excellent Radio Amateur Old Timers’ 
Club magazine OT News (in itself an excellent publication for anyone eli-
gible to become a member).  Bill Wigg, the late G5OW, wrote from first 
hand and described in some detail the sequence of events. 
It was early in 1932 and Bill was an employee in the Criminal Records de-
partment of the Police at Nottingham and was also a keen SWL: BRS743.   
At that time one Captain Althalthan Popkess was the Chief Constable of 
Nottingham.  He saw there would be big advantages if there was 2-way 
radio contact with patrol cars on duty and to that end made enquiries to 
the Radio licensing authority, which at that time was the General Post 
Office (G.P.O.).  He was informed it was not possible and no suitable 
equipment was commercially available. 
 
Knowing of a local licensed amateur—and there would have been very 
few around in those days—a discussion commenced with Harold Old, 
G2VQ.  Bill, having familiarity with radio technology and obviously inter-
ested in such experiments, was no doubt pleased to become involved in 
the tests.  Harold set up an 80 meter transmitter with a crystal oscillator 
and a PA in an old ambulance that had been in service in the Great War 
of 1914-18.  Evidence of its front line history was discovered while modi-
fying the body work to suit the new purpose; shrapnel was found under 
the metal cladding of the body.  The ambulance/portable (or was it mo-
bile?) was sited near Trent Bridge about two and a half miles from the 
Police HQ.  Here, Bill's own 0-V-1[1]  receiver was installed to carry out 
tests. 
It was found there was severe QRM from a factory very close to the HQ 
and that signals from the ambulance were weak; in fact he heard signals 
from amateurs in Spain stronger than the wanted ones.  Although the 
antenna type was not stated, it was probably some form of compact loop 
in keeping with the future intended mobile use.  Frame aerials were at 
that time quite commonly used in homes for domestic broadcast recep-
tion. 
He stated that “The antenna was tried in different directions including 
attaching it to a ladder on a Fire Engine”.  There were no significant 
changes. 

http://www.raota.org/
http://www.raota.org/
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A change of location was tried in a local park known as the Arboretum.  
Use was made of a small thatched hut, normally the shelter provided for 
the Park Keeper.  It had no light or heat, or even windows and in the pre-
vailing cold weather Bill sat with his radio, obviously powered by the 
commonly used high tension dry battery and low tension lead acid accu-
mulator of the period.  Wearing his overcoat, the receiver on a flimsy 
card table and a candle stuck in a bottle for light, listening for the Morse 
signals proved more successful than before.  A colleague accompanying 
him was dispatched every half hour to the nearest police box to phone in 
results.  The success of these experiments brought the decision to set up 
the main station in a near location.  Presumably not in the said thatched 
hut!  All the city was on a 200v DC mains at that time and this would 
have somewhat complicated matters. 
 
Eventually a licence was granted by the G.P.O. and a call sign of GTP was 
issued for use on a frequency of 2050 kcs, then a marine shared band.  
By May 1932 Harold, Bill and another colleague had built a main station 
for Police use and installed no less than 6 mobile radios in police cars. 
Considering the experimental nature of everything in those days, pro-
gress from the original concept in March of that year, bearing in mind the 
red tape—and that must surely have existed—this project went at high 
speed by modern standards! 
 
The main transmitter used an Osram LS5B valve in the oscillator and an 
LS5A in the amplifier. 
Simplicity itself, but remember this was for CW only.  The car’s 12 volt 
battery provided power for a 600v generator (presumably a rotary trans-
former) and the receiver was a simple 1-V-1[1] with filament power of 12 
volt and the HT from a normal 120v HT dry battery. 
On the steering wheel of each car was fitted a push button and officers 
were taught to use this to send Morse Code while driving at 30 mph.   
One must assume that simple number and letter codes were used for 
many of the transmissions.  The mobile radio was built into a metal 
framed case which took up all the space in front of the passenger seat, 
the car of the period being a canvas-topped Triumph 12hp tourer.  
The antenna was a quarter wave built on to a wooden frame which al-
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lowed  insulated wire to be zig-zagged via holes in the frame, producing 
something resembling an element in a toaster but much larger.  A load-
ing coil too was used, and the whole "slab antenna" was in two sheets of 
thin plywood affixed to the roof under the canvas hood.  Now how's that 
for radiation exposure in these modern times?  !! 
 
Nottingham Police Force was the very first in the UK to have two way 
mobile communications. 
When AC mains came available in 1934, the main station was re-sited on 
a hill top in the city near a water reservoir.  At that time a new transmit-
ter was built to utilise the advantages of AC mains.  
With the new found knowledge and success gained, other areas soon 
showed interest.  First, two vans were equipped for use in the North and 
the South of the County.  Other Police forces too showed great interest   
and radio amateurs offered their help.  Birmingham city had George 
Brown, G5BJ.  Manchester had G6OM, a friend of G2VQ.  Another G5 in 
Liverpool offered his services. 
It appears that Bill G5OW spent much time–probably most of it–involved 
with radio, as he reported building a new main station and two mobiles 
for the Gothenburg police in 1934.  An officer from there came to Not-
tingham to learn all he could about the system. 
 
Scotland Yard had also been equipped with radio in vehicles quite inde-
pendently from the set-up at Nottingham and the Home office decided a 
serious test of the relative communications systems would be useful.  
Around that time a conference of Chief Constables was to take place in 
Nottingham and it seemed a good opportunity to compare the merits of 
the radios.  Two Scotland yard vehicles were sent up to the area, one a  
fast Lagonda.  They were both fitted out with “Miniature BBC” stations   
and each vehicle had four men inside: a Driver, Observer, Radio Operator 
and a Radio Mechanic.  No information is available about that equip-
ment.  The Nottingham city vehicle was a Morris 12 hp van containing 
just the driver wearing a single earphone. 
 
These tests were obviously of some importance as in charge was the Sen-
ior Government Inspector of Constabularies; he decided how and where 
the tests would be carried out.  A Commander from Scotland Yard was 
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also present.  The vehicles were sent off to specific locations as in-
structed by radio and, when stopped, were to communicate with the 
main station.  One went north and was told to stop at Bawtry.  It was 
found that the Nottingham vehicles had little problem in exchanging sig-
nals with base, but the Scotland Yard ones had considerable difficulties 
and tests went on all day using hilltop and valley locations in various 
parts of Yorkshire.  Bill was the operator of the main station, which was 
of course attended by the Scotland Yard Commander as an independent 
observer.  He recalled that the lack of success by the Scotland Yard con-
tingent meant they were somewhat crestfallen when they eventually re-
turned to London. 
 
In 1936 there was yet another 
move of the main transmitter to 
Stanton on the Wolds, about 9 
miles South of Nottingham.  
Here, a 1 kilowatt station using 
two MT14’s in push-pull was the 
basis of the transmitter and te-
lephony was introduced.  The 
Nottingham experts were really 
in production by then and built 
more radios for Leicester, Oak-
ham, Chesterfield, Boston, Northampton and Grantham.  Bill visited all 
these at frequent intervals to check operation. 
 
In 1938 the Home office took over all this network of radio stations and 
Bill was given the option of changing employers, either Police or Home 
Office.  He chose the former.  He returned to the Criminal Records Office 
and in 1939 became Radio Security Officer for the City of Nottingham 
and had G.E.C. VHF at HQ.  Great progress was made in the facilities from 
that time with automatic diesel generators for back up and soon Police 
Officers were equipped with personal radios, “Walkie talkies”, which 
were certainly cumbersome devices compared with the neat devices in 
use today and the associated repeater systems. 
 
Bill was still QRV at age 88 and was a member of the FOC and the RAOTA. 

Police Officers learning Morse code in 
Bolton UK, 1935. 

http://g4foc.org/
http://raota.org/
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He wrote of his experiences in the RAOTA magazine, an excellent publica-
tion and to which I attribute most of the information I have put together. 
Regretfully Bill became SK in 2008; at that time he lived in Long Eaton. 
Like many Amateurs who were radio pioneers, no doubt much fascinat-
ing knowledge went with him. 
 
Refs: RAOTA OT News March and November 1996. 

The Photograph of David VK3DBD/G3SCD is from the 
FISTS Down Under website’s Member’s Gallery. 

[1] In the 0-V-1 and 1-V-1 notation, the ‘V’ refers to the detector stage, the 
number to the left of the V is the number of radio frequency (RF) amplifica-
tion stages and the number to the right of the V is the number of audio fre-
quency (AF) amplification stages. 

 
In the next edition of Key Note, David continues with Police Radio “down under” 
and in the USA. 

New Product:  Begali Leonessa 
 
The Leonessa is a high speed key with a to-
tally unique design: a dual-lever paddle with 
narrowly spaced finger pieces that can be 
converted into a dual-action single lever key 
with a few turns of an adjustment screw.  The 
additional adjustment screw achieves the 
nearly impossible feat of creating a precision 
key which can satisfy operators of both “persuasions”, single and dual-
lever, and allows you to experiment with both modes of operation to de-
termine which suits you best.  The contact points are located right be-
hind the finger pieces and are adjusted on the opposing side.  This facili-
tates superb tactile feedback for high speed operation and still gives you 
plenty of room for wider contact gaps. The spacing between the finger 
pieces is adjustable between 6.5mm and 14mm (1/4” to 9/16”). 
 
At the time of writing, the price is €390.00 (EUR) excluding delivery. 
 
Website: www.i2rtf.com Email: pibegali@tin.it 
Post: Officina Meccanica Pietro Begali, Via Badia 22, I-25060 Cellatica, Italy 
Phone: +39 030322203 Office hours: 9:00 - 17:00 

Begali Leonessa 

http://www.fistsdownunder.org/
http://www.i2rtf.com/
mailto:pibegali@tin.it
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Vintage Shack Updated Andrew GW3OQK, #14866 
 
One of my interests is getting vintage gear on air 
again.  Last month on the occasion of opening the 
Bomber Command Memorial, I encouraged activity 
from amateurs with T1154/R1155s and to my de-
light we had at one time 8 of them on an 80m AM 
net.  Besides that, other vintage gear was on air in-
cluding the monster T1509 RAF transmitter on 40m.  
I worked stations in Germany and Italy on CW, but 
the chirp is a bit too much for modern receivers.  I 
have now done some simple mods to reduce the chirp.  For netting the 
T1154 you have to transmit on full power so, to avoid swishing around 
the band, I use an ATU in its aerial lead to switch to dummy load for net-
ting and to reduce harmonics on transmission.  
  

The ex RN Murphy 618 
Transmitter from 1950 
works very well but its 
VFO is rather hard to 
net above 80m.  It is in-
tended for crystal control 
so I have added an exter-
nal VFO which plugs into a 
crystal socket and that 
makes it a delight to use. 
 
The Rees Mace 619, 
1955, is my usual receiver 
as its 700 Hz crystal lattice 
filter bandwidth beats the 
R1155 and CR100 on our 
crowded bands.  I entered 
the recent SKCC vintage 
event with “Tubes 27”.  

To operate full break-in I have made a mute junction box that takes care 
of the different polarities of keying and muting.  I only use a straight key 

Andrew GW3OQK 

Andrew’s shack. T1154 ex RAF 1940s.  Home made PSU 
above.  RX's: R1155, 1940's. Marconi CR100 ex RN 1944, 
restored by Chris MW0LUK. Rees Mace 619, ex RN 1953. 
Murphy 618 40w ex RN transmitter 1950 and home brew 
PSU above.  NATO & RAF straight keys.  On top shelf RX PSU. 
Next is Wireless Set 62 & RF25 HF converter soon to be 
brought into use.  ATU is used as T1154 harmonic filter. 
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with back contacts for muting.  
 
The gear is installed in a genuine wooden Shack in the garden, kept warm 
by the heat from the PSUs and numerous valves.  In the house I have a 
Kenwood which is much easier to use but not such fun. 
  
Andrew 

Morse Enthusiasts meet on Thursdays Chris G5VZ, #12540 
 
The Pontefract and District ARS (PDARS), FISTS #14041, is now hosting a 
Morse Group on Thursdays from 18h00 prior to the main meeting of the 
evening.  Gathering in the club room at Carleton Community Centre, 
WF8 3RJ (www.thegrangecarleton.co.uk) the group is under the leader-
ship of Ian, G4LUG and brings together regular CW operators, returners 
and newcomers to the mode. 
 
A couple of years back the club had a successful learn-Morse group 
which included 2E0BSI and 2E0LUL amongst its learners.  Then 11 and 10 
years old respectively, Catreena and Laura went from lesson one to their 
first on-air CW QSOs in well under two months.  The club counts several 
ex-service telegraphers amongst its members and the club boasts a 
proud proficiency in its membership! 
 
Dave G0SDO, #5565, is sit-
ting in on the current group, 
which includes learners 
Mark M0ZIM #15896, Katie 
M6KTI #15895 and Dave’s 
wife, Sue 2E0SUJ.  Anyone 
wishing to join the group is 
more than welcome.  The 
club’s web site is 
www.pdars.com and all 
contact information is 
there.  The group will have 
G3FYQ or GX3FYQ on the air in the near future with the station counting 
as a FISTS Affiliated Club Station. 

Nigel G0BPK, #15899 and Mark M0ZIM, #15896 
hard at work 

http://www.pdars.com/
http://www.thegrangecarleton.co.uk/
http://www.pdars.com/
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FISTS CW Club / MØRSE Video  1991 
 
Jim G4YLB #492 has created a video using rare 1991 
footage he filmed of George Longden, G3ZQS, #1 and 
Bill Lishman, G2AKK, #2 talking about Morse code, the 
FISTS CW Club that they founded, and Samuel Morse. 

 
 
Following this are ex-
cerpts from three 
days during which the 
FISTS CW Club and Darwen Amateur Ra-
dio Club (DARC) put the callsign MØRSE 
on the air to celebrate Samuel Morse's 
200th birthday. 
 

The video is available on YouTube: tinyurl.com/g3zqsvideo 
 
Jim has also provided a 
DVD version that can be 
played in a DVD player.  
If you cannot view the 
YouTube version and 
may be interested in a 
copy, please send an 
email to 
members@fists.co.uk 
 
He has also been able to 
provide previously un-
seen photographs 
(right) of George and Bill. 

George G3ZQS and Bill G2AKK, both 
now SK, from the 1991 footage 

George G3ZQS Bill G2AKK 

Jim G4YLB pictured 
earlier this year 

New Products:  Weber Tri-bander and SMK-2 QRP CW Transceivers 
 
KD1JV Tri-Bander CW transceiver 
 Any three ham bands, 80, 40, 30, 20, 17 or 15 meters, choose at time 

of order. 
 5 watts output on all bands with 13.8V supply 

http://tinyurl.com/g3zqsvideo
mailto:members@fists.co.uk
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 Built in Iambic keyer with 5 to 40 wpm code speed, selectable Iambic 
A or B modes and two 63 character message memories. 

 Receiver sensitivity, 0.2 uV MSD 
 DDS VFO for rock steady stability with 50 Hz and 200 Hz tuning rates 
 Easy to read four digit LED display with leading zero suppression. 
 Rotary knob tuning 
 RIT (receive incremental tuning) 
 Four IF crystals for excellent selectiv-

ity and opposite side band rejection 
 600 Hz audio filter 
 Audio derived AGC 
 Small size, 6" wide, 1.5" tall and 4" 

deep. 
 Light weight, 12 ounces. 
 Modest supply current requirements, 

90 mA on receive (no signal) and 600 to 800 mA on transmit at 5W out 
(current depends on band, higher bands draw more current) 

 
 
SMK-2 40m Surface Mount CW Transceiver 
The SMK-2 is a fully functional surface mount 
component 40 meter transceiver.  It has an inde-
pendently tuned transmitter and direct conver-
sion receiver.  Full break-in TX with sidetone, and 
a modest 350mW output.  The crystal VXO on 
receiver allow about 3 kHz+ tuning range on the 
crystal frequency.  It is supplied with crystals for 
7.030 MHz and 7.040 MHz, plug-swappable. 
 
An accessory kit is available that includes 7.112 MHz 
crystals and allows the three frequencies to be selected 
by switch. 
 
The KD1JV Tri-Bander and SMK-2 are both available from 
Hendricks QRP Kits. 
 
At the time of writing, pricing information is not available. 
Website: www.qrpkits.com Email: ki6ds@qrpkits.com 

Weber Tribander Transceiver 

SMK-2 Transceiver 

SMK-2 Crystal 
switching accessory 

kit 

http://www.qrpkits.com/
mailto:ki6ds@qrpkits.com
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New Product:  “Splinter” QRPp Receiver / Transmitter 
 
Direct Conversion Receiver 
 
 Tunes about 100 kHz (user selectable 

in 40 meter band) 
 Bandpass filter with antenna attenu-

ator 
 SA612AN mixer/oscillator 
 Two stage audio amp with RC filtering 
 Drives stereo earphones (plenty of au-

dio) 
 Receives CW and SSB 
 
Crystal Controlled Transmitter 
 
 2N3904 oscillator with SPOT button 
 2N2219A final (450-500 milliwatts at 

12 VDC) 
 Clean output (harmonics down -45 dB) 
 Two position crystal switch (7030 kHz 

soldered in with sipp socket for extra 
crystals) 

 Sidetone oscillator 
 Built-in key and external key jack 
 VXO (about 3 kHz) 
 
The kit is mounted on a wooden breadboard painted as you like before 
mounting the double sided, solder masked and screen printed circuit 
board.  All parts, circuit board, knobs, decals, breadboard and complete 
instructions are included. 
 
At the time of writing, the price is $54.95 (USD).  Shipping in the USA is 
free and Breadboard Radio can be contacted for shipping quotes outside 
the USA. 
 
Website: breadboardradio.com Email: w4fsv@breadboardradio.com 
Post: Breadboard Radio, P.O. Box 192, St. Matthews, SC 29135, USA 
Phone: (001) 803-606-1812 

Splinter Receiver 

Splinter Transmitter 

http://breadboardradio.com/
mailto:w4fsv@breadboardradio.com
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QUA qua@fists.co.uk Compiled by Graham G3ZOD, #8385 
 
QUA: “Here is news of ... 

(call sign)” 
 
G4YMB Malcolm sent in a 
photo of his un-plated ver-
sion of the “Art Deco” key.  
Malcolm writes: “This is a 
portable telegraph set 
made by the ATM company 
in 1915.  Under the cover is a buzzer unit and my information is that they 
may have been used between the trenches in the First World War.”. 
 
The new YouKits HB1B QRP transceiver seems to be popular with mem-
bers; I know of three who have them: M5FRA Colin, GU3TUX Chris and 
M0JHA Billy.  Billy has also set up a Yahoo group/reflector specifically for 
the HB1B at: tinyurl.com/hb1bgrp  Colin reports his best DX so far as 
K4CMH at 3767 miles. 
 
GW3OQK Andrew has done more work on his vintage shack since the 
photograph in the Spring Key Note.  See page 49 for details. 
 
EA5ARC John writes about IRCs (International Reply Coupons): “I wonder 
if FISTS members are aware that although one cannot purchase IRC's 
from the Post Office, they are still in use and are redeemable at Post Of-
fices around the world. 
There are many in circulation of course and they are used extensively in 
our hobby to pay for a much needed QSL card to be sent directly to you 
rather than by the slow and tedious QSL Bureau system. 
For those interested, Phil G3SWH has a supply available.  He can be con-
tacted at phil@g3swh.demon.co.uk and is QTHR.” 
 
K6DF Dennis, FISTS Awards Manager, is now the new webmaster for the 
FISTS North America website and he’s given it a major makeover.  Please 
have a look at the new website—Dennis has done a terrific job: fists.org 
 
K4UK Stan, FISTS North America’s QSL Bureau Manager, lives in Virginia.  
In the recent storms, although there was no damage to his house, his an-

Richard G0ILN’s  
plated key 

Malcolm G4YMB’s 
“au naturel” key 

mailto:qua@fists.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/hb1bgrp
mailto:phil@g3swh.demon.co.uk
http://www.qrz.com/db/G3SWH
http://fists.org/
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tennas (two wire and one vertical) were brought down & damaged.  Stan 
reports that he has now managed to get his all-band trap dipole back up. 
 
M0PNA Paul has been testing people again (see the Spring 2012 Key 
Note page 36).  He writes: “I took the opportunity of testing my col-
league’s 16 year old son who had just wandered in to eat his 
McDonalds... he did not know what SOS was. 
I explained the make up of K M U and then ran them at 20 wpm on the 
Learn CW Online website.  After he was comfortable with them, he was 
able to manage saying what they were at 50 wpm with a huge thinking 
time.  He could not get any faster though.” 
Quite a surprising result from Paul.  I suspect that the thinking time might 
have been partially due to his subject replaying the code in his head. 
 
Paul also has a cautionary tale and suggestion for kite enthusiasts: “I 
have been playing with my new kite.  So far only an end fed antenna but I 
hope to rig an 80 metre dipole soon and have a new 4:1 Balun for it.  This 
one has banana plugs as I had an incident where the tether on the kite 
string broke and I had to start chasing the FT-817 across the field...  It 
would have made a funny photo but I am only amused after the event!” 
 
DD5CF Colin has built his own Morse tutor!  “There are details of a home-
brew pocket Morse tutor which uses the Koch and Farnsworth method on 
an ATtiny45 chip from an idea by DJ5AM Steffen, which I have translated 
into English and which may be of interest to other members.  I am learn-
ing Morse code with this tutor on the way to work in the train.  It’s a lot 
of fun and I get some strange looks; you will see why on my blog: 
tinyurl.com/dd5cfblog” 
 
Waters & Stanton PLC (UK) wsplc.com is now 
an Elecraft distributor.  Elecraft tell me that 
UK customers however are still free to pur-
chase direct from Elecraft in the USA or 
QRPproject in Germany if they wish. 
 
Speaking of Elecraft, M0CDL John now has a 
very nice line up with a K3 transceiver, P3 pa-
nadaptor and W2 wattmeter.  The diminutive 

John M0CDL’s Elecraft station 

https://fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn0312a5.pdf
https://fists.co.uk/members/docs/keynotes/kn0312a5.pdf
http://lcwo.net/
http://tinyurl.com/dd5cfblog
http://wsplc.com/
http://elecraft.com/
http://www.qrpproject.de/UK/indexuk.html
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Yaesu FT-817 sat on the P3 must be feeling a little inferior!  HI. 
 
In the fistscw group in June, G3SDW Ken reported hearing a “letter bea-
con” on 7.027.5 MHz sending the letter V and occasionally a letter X.  No-
body else appears to have noticed this before, although the Wikipedia 
web page about letter beacons includes the frequency and alleges it is 
located in Khiva, Uzbekistan.  Wherever it’s located, this one is a real nui-
sance being located in the tiny 40m primary CW band plan area, not to 
mention 500 kHz away from the FISTS centre frequency of 7.028 MHz! 
 
G3ZRJ 
Tony has 
been able 
to get on 
the air 
from 
home: “I 
thought 
I’d give 
the Butter-
nut HF6V vertical and a few Watts a try.  I have so far not had any prob-
lems and have nudged the power up to 80W at times. 
My station is set up in the kitchen, squeezed in between the washing up 
bowl and the cooker, so handy for on-air meals and a quick cuppa. 
 
I had some fun operating GB0CLE  (CLEhonger, the village where we now 
live) on 5th June for our village Jubilee celebrations.” 
 
In the RSGB technical discussion group, M0XDF David made an interest-
ing post regarding the capitalisation and spacing in frequencies: “kilo is 
with a lowercase ‘k’, as taught in Foundation Licence (FLN pg 5) and is in 
line with international standards (SI).  There is also a space between the 
number and the symbol, so ‘5 kHz’, not ‘5kHz’”. 
Note that ‘mega’ has a capital M, e.g. ‘7 MHz’. 
 
Finally, also from the same group, did you know that the Royal Navy used 
to use the “Jar” as a measure of electrical capacitance?  Named after the 
Leyden Jar, apparently 1 Jar is 1.111 nF. 73 de qua@fists.co.uk 

Tony G3ZRJ’s home station Budding Morse op. William at GB0CLE 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fistscw/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letter_beacon#Solitary_beacons_and_channel_markers
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rsgbtech/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyden_jar
mailto:qua@fists.co.uk
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  m0bpt.org.uk Rob M0BPT, #5576 
 
 

Titanic Sprint 2012 
Welcome once again from the stable of 
M0BPT. 
 
The Titanic event has been completed, 
heart-warming to hear such positive 
comments from participants, although 
many found the going tough owing to 
other events that were going on. 
 
Nevertheless, a good time was had by those who took part. 
 
Titanic 2012 was an interesting exercise.  Many Special Event (SE) Sta-
tions on air promised to make this event an exceptional one, but sadly 
other events, condx transpired to make things difficult. 
 
Things that are worthy of mention are the people who, although new to 
CW came on to join in, new members to the society came on, the guys 
from Redcliffe ARS, Bevan VK4BCM, Chris VK2CTN, Stan K4UK, Nao, 
JL3YMV all gave up a significant amount of time, as did all who sent in 
entries. 
 
My thanks go to you all for supporting the event, 
promoting the hobby to members of the public. 
It would have been nice to receive more entries 
from SE Stations, members etc.  But no doubt the 
difficult band condx made many turn the radio off 
and pursue other interests. 
 
The entry by G0EML took the top slot.  Ray sourced 
many SE Stations to score so well. 
 
Congratulations to G4LHI and to MI0GRG for second 
and third place respectively. 
 
Thanks to the op’s of VI4MGY, VK2FDU, KN0WCW, 
and MX5IPX for taking time to get on air.  Also to all who sent in an entry.  
Thanks for your support.  Certificates in due course. 

RMS Titanic 

CALL POINTS 

G0EML 122 

G4LHI 67 

MI0GRG 50 

2E0JCY 45 

OG9R 32 

IK2RMZ 26 

K3DRQ 24 

M0UMH 5 

VI4MGY ses 171 

VK2FDU © 66 

MX5IPX © 61 

KN0WCW © 29 

m0bpt.org.uk
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Brasspounder June 2011 Issue #75 

Welcome to the June edition of BP. 
 
Well well.  I know it’s customary for us Brits to talk about the weather; 
but what a washout the past few weeks have been!  The ensuing chaos 
and misery caused by Mother Nature is quite remarkable; and it seems 
that the never ending deluge is showing no signs of mercy! 
 
My sympathies to the inhabitants of the towns that have suffered during 
this onslaught!  It seems that nature heeded the cries of farmers and 
counties within our island with a vengeance! 
 
With CME’s taking their toll over the past month, condx were less than 
fruitful for some; but congratulations to those who soldiered on and 
achieved some impressive scores! 
 
For full versions of 
the newsletters and 
results, please visit 
my website: 
m0bpt.org.uk 
 
Until next time; 
Keep well 
Keep pounding 
brass! 
 

73. M0BPT 
VA 

 

Ladder Results January—June  2012 

CALL JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTALS 

G4LHI 36 36 44 46 40 33 235 

2E0DPH 29 30 44 27 32 31 193 

G0OTT 24 31 32 37 27 31 182 

OH7QR/OG9R 31 25 30 23 6 27 142 

M0DRK 23 20 29 26 15 16 129 

G0DDX 20 25 29 0 7 16 97 

G3ZOD 8 19 10 18 6 16 77 

M5ABN 27 31 11 0 0 0 69 

G0TLU 0 0 15 10 9 14 48 

2E0JCY 0 0 18 14 0 0 32 

G0DUB 12 6 11 0 0 0 29 

G0ANV 8 0 0 20 0 0 28 

DL4FDM 0 17 8 0 0 0 25 

CN2JV 4 0 6 0 0 0 10 

SQ5RIX 0 7 0 0 0 0 7 

SA0AAZ 0 0 0 6 0 0 6 

MX5IPX © 3 11 3 12 13 14 56 

GX3ZQS © 0 12 0 10 0 0 22 

GX0IPX © 0 0 19 0 0 0 19 

Rob M0BPT 
FISTS Activities 

Manager 

http://m0bpt.org.uk/
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Club Sales 
 
25th Anniversary Glassware 
See page 6 or fists.co.uk/glass25 for prices and how to order. 

 
Enamelled Club badges Leather Key Ring   
£2 inc. UK delivery £2 inc. UK delivery 
 
 
Vinyl car window stickers  £1 inc. UK delivery. 

 
 
 
 
Note: these are printed in reverse so they 
can be stuck on the inside of a window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom QSL Cards £20 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery. 
You provide your own design for the front (front below is a sample only). 

For more club items and how to order, see overleaf! 

http://fists.co.uk/glass25


Club Sales — continued from previous page 
 
Standard QSL Cards  £8.50 for 100 cards inc. UK delivery 

FISTS CW Course  £3.50 inc. UK delivery / 
£4.50 inc. delivery to Europe / DX please ask. 
 
The FISTS CW Course is a Morse code train-
ing package suitable for beginners and im-
provers.  It comprises: 
 The well known K7QO course on CD to 

learn the code (including files containing 
the texts sent). 

 Two practice CD's made by our own Mary 
G0NZA, which are great for people that 
want to improve from the 12 wpm level. 

 An A5 booklet with forty-odd pages that 
includes all the texts for Mary's disks. 

 
This package is a real help to anyone who is learning Morse code and we 
are very happy to be able to offer it. 
 
We would like to thank Chuck K7QO and Mary G0NZA for allowing FISTS to produce 
these disks. 
 
Ordering 
Orders for club Items can be paid for by cheque drawn on a UK bank 
made out to FISTS or PayPal.  (For credit or debit card, see the website.) 
Please include your name, address and details of what you are ordering! 

Anne Webb sales@fists.co.uk 
40 Links Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 5RF Tel. 01902 338973 

https://www.fists.co.uk/members/memberssales.html
mailto:sales@fists.co.uk

